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King Hussein is welcome in 
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Riyadh, Saud Faisal says 


By Ahmed Shaker 

Special to The Star ‘ 

A JORDANIAN-Saudi sum¬ 
mit between their Majesties 
r King Hussein and King Fahd 
is expected to take place about 
one month from now in 
' Mecca during Ramadan, 
sources said. The date coin¬ 
cides with ’Lailat Ai Qadr' 
(the night of revelation) when 
- King Hussein will perform 
1 Urara in Mecca. 

This date for the forthcom¬ 
ing summit was set at a meet¬ 
ing between King Hussein 
and Prince Saud AI Faisal, the 
Saudi foreign minister during 
• die latter’s 24 hour visit to Jor¬ 
dan on Wednesday. Prince 
Sand told reporters that King 
Hussein was welcome to visit 
Saudi Arabia at the time of his 
‘ convenience. 

Just before the Saudi minis¬ 
ter’s, departure, a Saudi offi¬ 
cial said that Jondaman-Saudi 
bilater al relations are now 
back on the right track. He 
added that they have even 
become stronger. 

The Saudi aide explained 
that both sides spoke openly 
and frankly on all common 
issues. 

A Jordanian official said 
char the two sides agreed to 
revive their previous bilateral 
j agreements, most of which 


were frozen since the Gulf 
War. He pointed out that 
Saudi Arabia is now consid¬ 
ering contributing to Jorda¬ 
nian projects, via the Jed¬ 
dah-based Islamic Bank of 
Development and other 
similar funds in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. The two sides agreed 
that the Saudi labor market 
will be reopened for Jorda¬ 
nians. Saudi Arabia is 
expected to absorb about 
20,000 Jordanians during 
1996, most of whom had 
worked in Saudi Arabia, but 
left after the Gulf war. 

Agreement was also 
reached on a visit of a Saudi 
Arabian technical delega¬ 
tion to Jordan after Eid A] 
Fitter to study issues 
related to the Tapline. The 
Saudi minister confirmed that 
Saudi Arabia is ready lo pump 
any quantity of oil to Jordan 
whenever it is requested to do 
so. He said that repayment of 
former and present oil bills to 
Saudi Arabia won’t be on Lhe 
agenda of discussions at the 
moment. Moreover, Saudi Ara¬ 
bian officers will resume train¬ 
ing at Jordanian military 
institutions. 

Both Saudi Arabia and Jor¬ 
dan face mutual challenges, 
officials said. Therefore, they 
have resolved to cooperate to 



encounter these challenges, 
especially regarding arms and 
drug smuggling, as well as 
religious extremism, which has 
become a regional 
phenomenon. 

For its part, Saudi Arabia 
underlined its full support for 
the peace process: The prince 
emphasized that the signatory 
states to the Damascus Declara¬ 
tion will support Jordan in the 
same way as they do Egypt and 
Syria. 

He pointed out that the end¬ 
ing of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
after a peace treaty is signed 


between Syria and Israel, will 
make the region more prosper¬ 
ous. and more attractive to 
Saudi and Gulf investors. 
Sources close to Prime Minis¬ 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker said 
he has received an open invita¬ 
tion from his Royal Highness 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdel Aziz, 
second deputy of the Saudi 
Prime Minister, to visit Saudi 
Arabia. 

The sources added that 
Prince Saud informed Jorda¬ 
nian officials of the' instruc¬ 
tions on the part of Saudi 
authorities concerning the issu¬ 


ance of facilities needed for 
Jordanian truck drivers. They 
also said that Saudi Arabia will 
next week begin importing Jor¬ 
danian vegetables and fruits, 
especially on the occasion of 
Ramadan. 

Earlier. His Majesty King 
Hussein said that relations 
between Jordan and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia were back to normal and 
that they ore built on mutual 
trust, openness and clarity. He 
told MBC television, Tuesday, 
that bilateral relations were 
unique and immune from past 
dangers. 

The King, speaking after his 
meeting in Amman with Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
Ai Faisal, said his personal 
concern over Iraq is based on 
the human dimension and on 
his desire to see a quick end to 
the tragedy of the Iraqi people. 
He said Jordan is concerned 
with the unity of Iraq and its 
sovereignty over ail of its land. 
He added that he hoped that ail 
Iraqis will meet and cooperate 
and that Jordan would offer 
them support and assistance so 
that they could return to their 
homeland and choose the for¬ 
mula that suits them best He 
said he hoped Iraq will not he 
a threat to itself or to others in 
the region.! 


Arab-African Parliamentary Dialogue 
makes a stand on Jerusalem 


By Hamdan AI Hajj 

, \ Special to The Star 

AMMAN—Delegates of the 
Arab Parliamentary Union 
! meet today, Thursday, to dis- 
cuss last year’s US Congress 
decision to move the US 
.embassy from Tel Aviv to 
• Jerusalem. 

This issue was to be dis¬ 
cussed by delegates to the Sev¬ 
enth Conference of Arab- 
African Parliamentary Dia- 
...logue, which concluded its 
deliberations in Amman on 
v yesterday. But under pressure 
f from the heads of delegations, 
the Palestinian delegation 
: withdrew its proposal concern¬ 
ing the inclusion of this issue 
on the conference agenda, pro¬ 
vided that heads of delegations 
- would stress in their speeches 
the significance of Jerusalem 
ip tije Arabs and Mush ms. 

None of the delegates to the 
r conference was as clear on this 
, issue as" Dr Abdul Sal am AI 
Majali. head of the Jordanian 
delegation who said, “We 
believe that the city of Jerusa¬ 
lem remains the closest issue 
! to our hearts. No changes 
should be allowed in or around 
it that.'.would affect its final 
status.”-The Senator and for¬ 


mer prime minister added “we 
reject the Congress' decision to 
move the US embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, a decision 
that contravenes with the neu¬ 
tral role of the US as a sponsor 
of the peace process." Dr 
Majali asked the Arab and Afri¬ 
can parliamentarians to exercise 
their joint efforts and convey 
this explicit message to the 
Congress and the American 
administration. 

Speaker of the Moroccan 
Parliament, Dr Jalal Said, who 
is also chairman of the Arab 
Parliamentary Union, said that 
“just, durable, and comprehen¬ 
sive peace in the Middle East 
can be achieved only with the 
liberation of all occupied Arab 
territories, including Ai Quds ai 
Sharif, the Golan Heights, and 
Southern Lebanon." 

Dr Said outlined the negative 
repercussions of the Gulf War. 
the suffering of the Iraqi people 
as a result of UN sanctions, the 
Kuwaiti people's concerns over 
their prisoners and missing per¬ 
sons. and the unjust siege 
imposed upon Libya. He added 
that the issue of Jerusalem is a 
crucial one which concerns 
the whole of humanity. He 
urged Arab and African parlia¬ 


mentarians to combine their 
efforts and undertake the 
appropriate measures to coun¬ 
ter the decision of the US 
Congress. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
inaugurated the conference on 
Monday. In his short opening 
speech, the King said “faith in 
the people’s right to shape 
their future and choose their 
life style has already been 
established in the conscience 
of the world and its new order. 
This has been done on the 
bases of democracy, political 
pluralism and ideologies, as 
well as respect for human 
rights in an environment of 
justice, equality, and respect 
for the rights of individuals 
and groups for free expression 
and conviction." King Hussein 
added "we clearly understand 
what should be done to 
encounter the challenges of 
certain phenomenon of pov¬ 
erty. underdevelopment, ignor¬ 
ance, and lack of democracy in 
this part of the world, as well 
as the eradication of the causes 
of conflict and differences 
among some states of our 
region." His Majesty pointed 
out that such a situation 
“requires that we jointly work 


to facilitate the settlement of 
these problems by peaceful 
means, and to firmly stand 
against whoever tries to resort 
to force to resolve these 
dispuies." 

King Hussein added that 
“Jordan has, with full confi¬ 
dence, persuasion and faith, 
taken pan in the peace process 
which put an end to decades of 
suffering and tragedies, and 
laid down the foundations of a 
secure and stable future where 
the peoples of the region can 
resume their course of compre¬ 
hensive development and head 
towards the building of a better 
life for the coming 
generations." 

The final communique of- 
the conference called for a new 
launch on the course of Arab- 
African parliamentary dia¬ 
logue. It emphasized the need 
to further strengthen Arab- 
African relations, and develop 
a strong determination among 
the states of these regions to 
bypass marginal issues and 
make Africa and the Arab 
world regions of peace, secur¬ 
ity, and stability. The state¬ 
ment called for the generaliza¬ 
tion of disarmament all around . 
the world, and the dismantling 


of weapons of mass destruction 
and nuclear warheads. It partic¬ 
ularly requested that Israel 
should respond to this calL 

The communique explained 
the importance of the Middle 
East and Africa for peace in the 
region and the world. It called 
for action to create a world in 
which poor and rich can share 
expertise and benefits. 

The final communique criti¬ 
cized the US Congress’ deci¬ 
sion to move the American 
embassy from Tel Aviv ro 
Jerusalem. It viewed it as a 
dangerous position which 
would negatively affect the 
pace of progress in Middle 
East peace efforts. 

The communique called for 
the peaceful solution of the 
conflict between Yemen and 
Eritrea through dialogue and 
negotiation. Ir also demanded 
the lifting of sanctions on Iraq 
and Libya. The statement 
stressed the need for the pro¬ 
motion of joint integrated pro¬ 
jects among Arab and African 
states, and for the creation of a 
more just, more equitable situa¬ 
tion for all. ■ 


Willy’s whale of a tale 
has a happy ending 


By Mark Flneman 

LA Times-Washington Post News 
Service 

MEXICO CITY—Free Willy still isn’t. 
Bin a C-130 transport plane awaits. So 
. does a high-tech hoisL that will lift the 
7i000-ponnd ores from his cramped 
took at Mexico City's Reino Aventura 
r thetneparic. 

And on Sunday morning, the killer 
whale that starred in the 1993 Warner 
Bros.’, film “Free Willy" 
finally began a long, expen¬ 
sive journey from the park — 
firat has been his controver- \jm/i 
ski home for more than a ff * 


He soon will be in a cus- H £ 
tom-built, $73. million reha-. 

WGtation facility in Oregon. 

Eventually, marine environ¬ 
mentalists here and in Amer¬ 
ica hope, Willy will find freedom in the 
Icelandic waters of his birth. 

The. departure of Keiko, the real 
name of Mexico's celebrity whale, is 
tile product, of more than a year's effort 


by animal-rights activists and the 
movie’s producers to transform the 18- 
year-old whale into a symbol of wild¬ 
life protection. 

The campaign began soon after the 
movie’s release, when American and 
Mexican animal-rights groups revealed 
that Willy was chronically ailing in 
substandard conditions at the facility 
here, which had pur- 

f chased Keiko for 
$350,000 from a 
Canadian theme 
park in 1985 and has 
used the whale’s 
performances as a 
main draw ever 

R G D O r t Amid an ava- 
' lanche of protests in 

November 1994. the 
San Francisco-based 
Earth Island Institute formed the Free 
Willy-Keiko Foundation with $4 mil¬ 
lion in donations—half of it from War¬ 
ner Bros—ultimately to free the star 
aquatic mammal. 


After months of negotiations—as the 
Mexican theme park staged a final 
flurry of Keiko-related events, includ¬ 
ing a planned parade last Sunday 
through the Mexican capital- 
environmentalists celebrated. 

At the least, they said this week, 
Keiko's professional career of enter¬ 
taining humans will end with his depar¬ 
ture here from the facility, which 
agreed last year to donate the whale to 
the foundation. 

“There will be no more perfor¬ 
mances. It will not breed, and, hope- 
folly. he will 'be released," said Mark 
Berman, a program associate at Earth 
Island and a member of the Free Willy- 
Keiko Foundation. “This will take 
some time. But Keiko already has 
become a powerful symbol.... People 
will no longer accept the capture of 
whales.” 

Keiko's new home, after an eight- 
hour journey on a cargo plane donated 
by United Parcel Service, is now the 
Oregon Coast Aquarium, a nonprofit 


facility in Newport. There, he will 
spend at least the next year in a pool 
four times larger than his Mexico City 
home. He now has his own private 
freezer that holds up to a year's supply 
of food—120,000 pounds of frozen 
fish. And two viewing windows .will 
permit visitors to watch marine scien¬ 
tists prepare Keiko for the wild— 
trying to unteach him old tricks. 

The whale’s new home also includes 
a medical pool, where doctors will 
attempt to treat a series of ailments 
apparently resulting from Keiko’s cap¬ 
tivity. He is. for example, about a ton 
underweight. 

A spokesman for the Mexican park 
that has owned and housed Keiko said 
the giant animal had received the best 
care possible in Mexico—given his 
captivity. The spokesman noted that 
the park's owners had cooperated folly 
with the foundation and had volun¬ 
teered to give up their major attraction 
in the interest of wildlife conservation. 

But last Thursday, Mexico's leading 
environmental group, the Group of 
100, issued a statement blaming much 
of Keiko's illnesses on his living con¬ 
ditions here. 

The group also echoed US animal- 
righis activists in concluding last Sun¬ 
day's first step in Keiko's liberation is 
symbolic and that it should send strong 
signals to governments in Iceland. Nor-1 
way and Japan “io protect all whales i 
throughout the world in their natural 
environments." ■ 



King pays official 
visit to Israel 


HIS MAJESTY' King Hussein 
paid a short visit to Israel 
Wednesday and inaugurated a 
trauma center in a Tel Aviv 
hospital before heading to Lake 
Tiberias where he attended a 
ceremony honoring Jordanian 
and Israeli ambassadors to 
Washington. The King was 
accompanied by Sharif Zaid 
Ben Shaker, Chief of the Royal 
Court Marwan AI Qase'm. 
Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, 
His Majesty’s advisors 
Mohammad Rasoul AI Kilani 
and Yana! Hikmat. - Lower 
House deputies, and a number 
of cabinet ministers. 

The King returned to 
Amman later on Wednesday. It 
was his first official visit to 
Israel since the two countries 
signed a peace agreement in 
October 1994. 

King Hussein arrived in a 
Tel Aviv military base in the 
afternoon by a helicopter, 
which he piloted. He was 
received by Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and given an 


official reception. A military 
band played the national 
anthems of Jordan and Israel. 
The King inspected the guards 
of honor before being greeted 
by senior Israeli officials. 

Later the King's motorcade 
passed through the streets of 
Tel Aviv and he was cheered 
by the city’s residents. 

Upon his arrival to the Sou- 
rasky Medical Center, the King 
visited two Jordanian Armed 
Forces men who are being 
treated in the hospital from 
injuries they received in Croa¬ 
tia. Later on he attended the 
official inauguration of the 
trauma unit in the hospital ded¬ 
icated to the memory of the 
late prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. Mr Rabin died at the 
same hospital after being shot 
while leaving a peace rally in 
Tel Aviv last November. 

Rabin's widow and mem¬ 
bers of the late prime minis¬ 
ter's family attended the cere¬ 
mony. Mrs Rabin paid tribute 
to King Hussein and his cou¬ 


rage for building peace along 
with her husband. 

Mr Peres also thanked the 
King for visiting Israel and 
supporting the peace that be 
and Mr Rabin had helped to 
build. He also paid tribute to 
the founder of the Kingdom the 
late King Abdallah for h:s 
vision and quest for peace. 

On his pan. the King said ii 
was an emotional moment for 
him to be received so warmly 
by friends and supporters of 
peace. He praised Mr Peres 
predecessor and stressed die 
personal respect he had for 
him. He vowed to continue the 
struggle for peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East to secure a better 

world for the future 

generations. 

Later the King and the 

accompanying delegation left 
for Beit Gabriei on Lake Tiber¬ 
ias where he attended a cele¬ 
bration honoring Jordan's 

ambassador to Washington Dr 
Continued on page 2 


Participants defend 
UNCTAD’s existence 


By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special to The Star 
AS AMMAN hosts the 8th 
Asian Ministerial Meeting of 
the Group of 77, a prelude to 
the ninth quadrienmaj United 
Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD 
IX) to be held in South Africa 
in April, many are calling to 
question the need for such gath¬ 
erings; indeed the need for such 
an organization. Critics claim 
that UNCTAD is merely 
another acronym in an ever 
growing alphabet soup of 
organizations which do very lit¬ 
tle except compile information 
which rarely gets translated into 
practical use. Thus, high on the 
agenda, is the redefinition of 
UNCTAD’s future role in the 
changing global economy. 

UNCTAD was established in 
1964 to promote trade between 
countries, with special consider¬ 
ation to trade needs of develop¬ 
ing nations. UNCTAD's roles 
also include negotiation of trade 
agreements, settlement of trade 
disputes, and the formation of 
international trade policies. 
With many other organizations 
specializing in these fields, 
however, many are asking 
whether UNCTAD’s role is still 
valid, and if it is, whether it is 
the. best candidate to cany out 
these functions. 

Mr Sirous Nasseri, chairman 
of the Asian Group answers this 
question with an unequivocal 
yes. In his address to the inau¬ 
gural session of the Senior Offi¬ 
cials Meeting—a preparatory 
two-day meeting for senior offi¬ 
cials of Group which preceded 
the Ministerial Meeting of the 
Asian Group—Mr Nasseri 
responded to critics by saying 
that. "UNCTAD is nor merely a 
pool for information...it is a 
forum for negotiating, coordi¬ 
nating and implementing devel¬ 
opmental policies." TTie chair¬ 
man's comments were • in 
response to what he claimed 
were “calls for [UNCTAD's] 
demise and dismantlement." 
The Minister of Trade and 
Industry. Mr Ali Abu! Ragheb, 
echoed Mr Nasseri's view that 


UNCTAD’s role in today's 
world economy is as pivotal as 
it ever was. The goals and 
objectives which the Confer¬ 
ence set for itself some 30 
years ago have become more 
relevant and pertinent in this 
day and age, than ever before," 
Mr Abul Ragheb told the open¬ 
ing session of the preparatory 
meeting. 

Mr Rubens Ricupero, secre¬ 
tary-general of UNCTAD, 
however, agrees that in this 
rapidly changing world, the 
organization's role and mis¬ 
sion is in need of redefining. 
“...UNCTAD has been under- 
going...an identity crisis, as it 
straggles to find its compass 
bearings in a fast changing 
world,” the UNCTAD chief 
told the opening session of the 
Group of 77 meeting which 
began on Tuesday. Mr Ricu¬ 
pero nevertheless believes that 
UNCTAD's existence is not in 
jeopardy. Believing that UNC- 
TAJD has a continued role to 
play, especially in poorer 
regions of the world, Mr Ricu¬ 
pero noted, “...[UNCTAD's] 
sole claim for continued exis¬ 
tence is its ability to make a 
relevant contribution to the 
tasks of fostering growth, 
reducing inequality...and in 
making a difference in peo¬ 
ple’s lives." 

Perhaps the most vocal argu¬ 
ment for UNCTAD’s demise is 
its lack of specialization. Crit¬ 
ics claim thai UNCTAD has 
very little, by way of qualities, 
wlu'ch distinguish it from its 
younger counterparts. They 
add that bodies such as the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO), and other trade- 
promoting agencies have 
diminished UNCTAD's 
relevance. 

Again, however. UNC¬ 
TAD’s supporters maintain 
that the organization continues 
to have a vital role to play. Mr 
Trevor Maniel, South Africa's 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
and future Chairman of UNC¬ 
TAD IX, like so many propo¬ 
nents, asserts that UNCTAD's 
distinguishing mark is its com¬ 


mitment to helping Less Devel¬ 
oped Countries t.LCD’si. The 
Minister points out that, "...the 
WTO careio*. sufficiently take 
into account the developmental 
priorities of the developing 
world. UNCTAD...[acts] as the 
voice of the developing world 
and of the LDC’s...." he adds. 
Mr Bruno Lanvin, Head of the 
Strategic Planning Unit ai 
UNCTAD, echoes" the Trade 
Minister's praise of the body. 
“Somebody somewhere has to 
take care of the concerns of the 
poorest” he says. He does, 
however, qualify his statement 
with a word of warning. “If 
UNCTAD is not in a position 
to show that its work makes a 
difference in lhe...everyday life 
of people in developing coun¬ 
tries. then it is irrelevant." 

Adding to his colleague's 
views. Dr Jagdish Saigal. Inter¬ 
regional Advisor at UNCTAD, 
adamantly rejects the notion 
that UNCTAD's role is being 
taken over by organizations 
such as the WTO, "and main¬ 
tains their distinct functions. 
“Nobody has identified a con¬ 
crete activity which duplicates 
the WTO functions." Dr Saigal 
said of UNCTAD’s activities. 
He explains that UNCTAD and 
the WTO do little overlapping 
in terms of activities. UNC¬ 
TAD's “...complimentary and 
distinct role remains,” Mr Sai¬ 
ga! notes. This point is very 
evident considering the two- 
day preparatory meeting was 
organized in cooperation with 
the WTO and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). Dr Sai¬ 
gal also poims out that UNC¬ 
TAD’s role as an advocator of 
the LDC's is still very relevant. 
"The WTO remains not a very 
bureaucratic institution." he 
explains, adding that LDC's, 
"...do not have much say.” 
According to Mr. Saigal. the 
WTO,'’...has not made any big 
difference in so far as develop 
ing prospects are concerned.” 
Proponents of UNCTAD, how¬ 
ever. are also quick to point out 
that its roles are not limited to 

Continued on page 2 
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US to supply Jordan 
with F-16 fighters. 
Perry announces 


■ At a joint press conference with His Majesty King 
Hussein earlier this week, US Secretary of Defence Wil¬ 
liam Perr? announced that the United States will be pro¬ 
viding Jordan with a package of US military assistance 
including a squadron of F-16 fighter bombers, and 
upgraded tanks to help modernize the Jordanian armed 
forces. Mr Perry, who was on a short working visit to 
Jordan, added that the US had agreed to provide Jordan 
with 12 G-26, and 4F-16 B version fighter bombers in 
fulfillment of an earlier US promise to the King last Sep¬ 
tember. King Hussein said "‘the offer has been accepted 
with deep appreciation.” He added that the Jordanian 
armed forces have been a force for stability in the 
region, a defender of pluralism, democracy and the 
mutual interest of both countries. Mr Perry said the 
package would be paid for by special draw-down funds 
allocated for Jordan in the US foreign military assis¬ 
tance program. Pen?, who said Jordan was a linchpin 
Tor peace, pointed out that Israel had offered to provide 
maintenance services to these fighters. 


Hindawi coming 
back in the reshuffle 

■ Now that the state budget 
for 1996 has been passed bv 
the Lower House receiving 52 
votes in favor, the game of 
ministerial musical chairs may 
begin. While no official has 
yet leaked news of a change in 
the Government of Sharif Zaid 
Ben Shaker, the weeklies have 
formed ... 
his next 
cabinet 
already. 

Al Hadath 
claims 
that Sharif 
Zaid has 
started his 
consultati 
ons. It 
said the 
Prime 
Minister 
and former 
Deputy 

Prime Minister Thouqan Al 
Hindawi had reconciled their 
differences over a lunch feast 
al Mr Hindawi's residence. 
Hindawi participated in Sharif 



Hindawi 


Zaid's last two cabinets and 
was responsible for local affairs 
like the Parliament, economv 
and finance. But he resigned his 
post, in December 1994. in for¬ 
mer Prime Minister Abdel 
Salam Majali's Government in 
protest of the quickening pace 
of the peace process and over 
differences with a number of 
ministers including current 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of' Education Abdel 
Ra’ouf Al Rawabdeh. His pos¬ 
sible return to public service 
could mean that Mr Rawabdeh. 
who had conflicts with former 
minister Ibrahim izziddin forc¬ 
ing him to resign last year, may¬ 
be on his way out. Mr Hindawi 
is as capable as Rawabdeh, if 
not belter, at handling the depu¬ 
ties and in dealing with the 
tough issues of professional 
associations, political parties 
and the press, it the reshuffle 
takes place then Sharif Zaid 
will want to secure two objec¬ 
tives: to reduce the number of 
deputies in his cabinet, now 
standing at 18. and to reduce 
the number of portfolios, now 
standing al 31. This means that 


some ministries will be can¬ 
celed or combined wiLh others, 
while the number of state min¬ 
isters, or ministers without 
portfolios now standing at five, 
will be reduced. Al Hadath sug¬ 
gests that Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter and Minister of Information 
Khalcd Al Karaki is eligible to 
leave. He was rumored to have 
refused to sign bilateral infor¬ 
mation agreements with Israel. 
Others who might be fired 
include Minister of Higher 
Education Rateb Saud. Minister 
of Interior Sulameh Hamad and 
Minister of Justice Hisham Al 
Tal. The reshuffle is expected 
to take place next week or in 
the first week of Ramadan. 

Water, with a little 
help from the French 

■ Following the French Gov¬ 
ernment's initiative and in the 
framework of the multilateral 
coop?’" ,,: ''n for the peace pro¬ 
cess : Middle East, the 
Office International tie I'Eatt. 
which is a French organization 
for expertise and training in the 
water sector, is organizing an 
11-day training session concen¬ 
trating on the rehabilitation o'. 
water municipal systems. The 
course, which opened on Mon¬ 
day at Amra Hotel, was opened 
by Mr Koussai Quicishat. gen¬ 
eral secretary of the Water 
Authority, and Mr Stephane 
Romatei. prime councillor of 
the French embassy in Amman. 
Nineteen trainees from the four 
countries involved in the peace 
process. Palestine. Israel. Egypt 
and Jordan, are participating in 
the course. The training ses¬ 
sion's objective is to make the 
technicians of these different 
authorities aware of the public 
health problems caused by the 
quality of potable water. The 
training course will focus on 
catchment protection, water 
treatment techniques, operating 
and maintenance of water sup¬ 
ply networks, control of water 
wastage and leaks and systems 
automatization. 

Jordan, PNA, Israel 
jointly fighting pests 

■ Cooperation among Jordani¬ 
ans, Palestinians, and Israelis is 
expected to kill off mosquitoes 
and flies plaguing Jordan Rift 
residents. Dozens of fly traps 
have been set up along 40 
kilometers of £hc Israeli- 
Jordanian bonder since April by- 
scientists from both countries. 
After die flics were caught, 
they were dusted with a special 
fluorescent powder and 
released to monitor their move¬ 
ments. the Jerusalem Post 
reported According to Prof. 
YocI Marge!it. of Ben-Gurinn 
University’s life sciences 
department. "Now that vve 
understand the problem. »e can 
work on a practical solution to 
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Norwegian 
delegates visit area 

■ The Speaker of the Norwe- 
'’dan Parliament. Mrs Kirsti 
Kolle Grondal. visited Jordan 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
leading the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the Norwegian 
Parliament. The visit is the 
first of many accompanying 
delegates who want to get 
acquainted with Jordanian pol¬ 
itics. The delegation met repre¬ 
sentatives from both political 
and academic life. The visit 
falls within the framework of 
the tour of the region, which 
wifi include other countries, to 
study the course of the peace 
process. The head of the dele¬ 
gation. Mr Haakon Blankcn- 
borg told The Star that this trip 
has added to their better under¬ 
standing of the peace process 
on the ground. In Jordan the 
delegation was received by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
other high ranking officials. 
The delegation has since le't t" 
the PNA areas and I- ac' 
where it is expected that they 
will meet PNA chairman Yas¬ 
ser Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

Thank God for small 
miracles! 

B Amidst the price hikes of 
the p'ast year, we should be 
grateful to the Government for 
its generous initiative to 
increase the salaries of civil 
servants by JDIO as from the 
beginning of this momh. Ini¬ 
tially . the raise was to begin in 
May. but as a result of the val¬ 
iant efforts of the Lower 


House deputies, the Govern¬ 
ment was obliged to make the 
increments cfTcctivc 

immediately. 

UNRWA workers to 
hold a general strike 

B A general strike by 
UNRWA workers is planned 
for I January. If the organiza¬ 
tion docs not respond to their 
demand to a wage increase. 

UNRWA worker commit¬ 
tees have called for the strike 
which will be the first in the 
history of Jordan. After a par¬ 
tial strike' a few weeks ago, 
they have received a promise 
from the commissioner gen¬ 
eral. Mr liter Turkmen to 
increase their wages by 30 per¬ 
cent. Unfortunately they did 
not receive any. It is only first 
ranking workers who only 
received JD 10. Committee 
representative told The Star. 

The liming of the general 
strike will meet the first day of 
the school opening, which 
means that 134.000 students 
will find their 197 UNRWA 
schools on strike. 

UNRWA staff in Jordan arc 
numbered 5,500. they became 
more determined on getting the 
increase, after the UNRWA 
workers in West Bank and 
Gaza Strip got an annual 
increase of S per cent, in addi¬ 
tion to 5 per cent on health 
insurance. 



US admiral visits Amman 

B Admiral Mike Boords, Chief of Naval Operations fur the 
US Navy, paid a one-day visit to Jordan this week. During 
the visit. Admiral Boords held meetings with Gen. Abdul- 
Hafcz Marci Al Ka’abneh, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and his aides. 


Censorship: still with us 

B In an unprecedented move since 1989, the Press and 

Publication Dept, confis- _ __ 

cated Ibrahim Nasra- 
lah’s latest novel “Toy- 
oor Al Hathar,” 

Nasrallah described the 
confiscation as “uncivil¬ 
ized, undemocratic and 
arbitrary," and that it 
went against the freedom 
of expression as under¬ 
lined in the Constitution. 

There was no reason for 
the confiscation of the 
novel said Mr Ibrahim 
Al Abbssi, president of 
the Jordan Writers Asso¬ 
ciation. He said that the 
confiscation has put an 
end to the saying that 
Amman is one of the cultural capitals of the Arab world. 
For his part, the Director of the Press and Publications, 
Mr Mohammad Amin, denied that the book was confis¬ 
cated hut said that such a decision is yet to be taken. 


I! 



Certificate of good 
conduct for PNA 

B The PNA will are likely to 
receive $2.4 billion from the 
donor countries currently meet¬ 
ing in Paris, in support of its 5- 
ycar plan of development. 
However, the PNA is also 
expected to get $550 million, 
and an additional amount of 
$425 million that has been out 
standing from the donations 
allotted for 1995. 

Apparently, the PNA delega¬ 
tion is ensured of France’s 
pledge to continue its annual 
F.F 250 million assistance to 
the PNA. and to pressurize the 
El» to do so. 

According to the Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Mousa. 
the PNA now enjoys the satis¬ 
faction of the WB and IMF 
towards the former's proper 
management of the financial 
donations. In fact, the PNA has 
reduced its financial deficit 
from $ 225 million last year to 
$125 million in 1996. 

A tribute to Ibrahim 
Shihdeh 

B The Speaker and the depu¬ 
ties of the Lower House 
announced with sorrow the 
death of their colleague Ibra¬ 
him Shihdeh. Thousands of 
people from Jordan and Pales¬ 
tine escorted the deceased tn 
his final resting place. The 
funeral was headed by Muham¬ 
mad Rasul Al Kcilani as a rep¬ 
resentative of His Majesty 


King Hussein, the Mayor of Al 
Baiqa. and a number of depu¬ 
ties, officials, senators, politi¬ 
cal party leaders and citizens of 
AJ Baiqa arrived to pay 
condolences. 

According to the constitu¬ 
tion, district elections will he 
run in Al Baiqa's govcmorale 
to elect a substitute to the 
deceased deputy. 

Shbeilat case 
postponed 

B The 150- attorney commit¬ 
tee defending Mr Laith Shbei- 
lat has contested the compe¬ 
tence of the judicial panel 
members 
ami asked 
that rhe case 
be dis¬ 

missed. But 
the Slate 

Security 
Court, 

Wednesday, 
rejected the 
request and 
decided to 
proceed 
with the 

cose. The court adjourned untii 
13 January. Shbeilat’s attor¬ 
neys were allowed to consult 
with the defendant privately. A 
number of Shbeilat supporters 
organized a sit-in in front of 
Parliament to protest the deten¬ 
tion of Shbeilat. The gathering 
was later dispersed by police 
and protesters claimed they 
were beaten. 



Shbeilat 




Participants defend 
UNCTAD’s existence 


Continued from pagcl 

the promotion of trade for 
developing cm mines They 
point nut that the problems of 
developing nations in the 
1970's and KH's have changed 
from the need to construct ade¬ 
quate infrastructure, to the 
need to deal with the large debt 
that accompanies this construc¬ 


tion Dr. Unuyya Toukan. 
Director General of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFMi. explains (hat financial 
markets can play a major role 
tn the alleviation of this debt 
Moreover. Dr. Toukan explains 
that UNCTAD can play a 
major role in this regard and 
should have as one of its priori¬ 
ties. the utilization nf Inter¬ 


nationa] financial markets to 
either buy back debts or 
reschedule debts, or make 
more resources available.” He 
adds that UNCTAD may be 
able lo act as an intermediary 
between governments and 
financial markets, .to find a 
way to deal with the debt 
issue.” 

Another issue which oppo¬ 
nents of (he organization raise, 
is the fact that at UNCTAD’s 
inception, in 1964. trading 
blocks were not as prevailing 
as iltcy currently arc. This 
being the case, they question. 


Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 
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with trading Mocks such as the 
European Union (EUt ar.d the 
North American Free Trade 
Area (NAFTA J becoming 
mnre common, whether UNC¬ 
TAD’s role of helping LDCs is 
no longer necessary. They 
contend that die formation of 
trade unions, among developed 
and less dcvclnped countries, 
have essentially created the 
strength and representation 
which UNCTAD soueht to 
provide. If LDCs " have 
obtained this strength and 
equality', however, supporters 
are hard pressed to find its 
validity. Dr. Toukan. head of 
the AFM. asserts that, "...after 
almost thirty years of hard 
work ..only a couple (of coun¬ 
tries] like Singapore...are now 
classified as developed.” 
"Clearly,” he adds, "...we did 
not achieve the stage where wc 
can dispense with UNCTAD.” 

One of the prominent fea¬ 
tures of these developing coun¬ 
tries. has been and Mill is. ihcir 
heavy reliance on commodi¬ 
ties. as opposed to finished 
goods, tor export. With the set¬ 
ting up of die Common Fund 
for Commodities. UNCTAD, 
he notes, was able to further 
integrate developing countries 
into the world economv. While 
blocks among there develop¬ 
ing countries may have been 
established, they must never¬ 
theless. continue tn trade with ! 
developed blocks in this 
regard, there is no reason to 
believe that UNCTAD’s rule- ' 
vancc ha; been, or will he ' 
diminished. ° : 

d ’r ir tha{ ^’nc- 
TAD has reached n pivotal 
juncture in its existence. Crit. 
- ate questioning the need for i 
" , I hey consider to be an 
tKir? orgaai f at,0rt wi* lit- i 

uc defining Qualities and role; : 
Ptoponcnts. agree that the j 
organization is i n need ,.f 

redcfm * n ? in onto' ' 
0 better face the challenges of ; 
fhc upcoming years, and main 

S h n a rf C ° lhcr bod,cs ‘ 

exist, none have the agenda nf 
specifically looking nui for the i 
interests or the ■ 1 

justification enough far ju ! 
existence. B & or ,ls : 


France 

wants 

stronger ties 
with Arabs, 
says envoy 

AMMAN (Star)— 
Philippe Seguin. who is a 
Gaullisi and close to Pres¬ 
ident Chirac, is the Presi¬ 
dent of the French 
National Assembly. He 
arrived last week lo the 
region. Seguin. a mayor 
of the town or Epina] 
:east of France*, went last 
Simdii) to Jericho with 
oilier Fiench mayors for a 
twinning ceremony of 
Palestinian and French 
cities. 

Sceuin's visit to the 
region aims at strength¬ 
ening links with Arab 
countries. He told 77ie 
Star last week that his trip 
to Amman aims at boost¬ 
ing French-Jordanian 
refaiions 

He said that Jordan's 
Parliament is a good rep¬ 
resentative of the demo¬ 
cratic process. He added 
that it is an active Parlia¬ 
ment with which the 
French assembly hopes to 
cooperate regularly. 

Seguin said that one of 
the reasons for his visit to 
the region is to achieve 
progress in the peace pro¬ 
cess. "Peace is supposed 
lo bring prosperity to the 
whole region inasmuch as 
new economic, cultural 
and human relationships 
are established between 
people.” he added. 
Regional economic organ¬ 
ization will be easier if 
the region encourages 
more foreign investment. 
Europe is committed to 
I his area. This is evi¬ 
denced by last month's 
Barcelona conference of 
Euro-Mediterranean 
cooperation. 

"We arc also working 
hard at the political level 
to ensure interchangabil- 
iry between the nations of 
the north and the south 
along the Mediterranean," 
he said. France has a big 
role to play in ihc region 
as it has traditional con¬ 
nections with Arab coun¬ 
tries in this area. 

France has a large Mus¬ 
lim population. In fact it 
is larger than the popula¬ 
tion of Jordan! This was 
one of the reasons why 
France, together with 
Europe, wants to build a 
strong relationship with 
the Arab world. B * 


King makes 
official visit to 
Israel 

Continued from pagel 

Fayez Al Tarawneh and 
Israel’s chief negotiator 
with Jordan Mr Eliakim 
Rubenstcin. 

The King. Mr Peres and. 
US Secretary of State War¬ 
ren Christopher, who 
began a visit lo the Middle 
East on Wednesday, 
attended the ceremony, 
which was supposed lo 
lake place in November of 
last year but was post¬ 
poned after Rabin's 
assassination. 

In hii- address, the King 
said that the combined will 
of the partners of peace 
will continue in search for 
a comprehensive peace in 
the region He paid tribute 
to Yitzhak Rabin with 
whom the King had con¬ 
cluded peace. 

Mr Christopher praised 
Dr Tarawneh and Mr 
Ruhcnsrcin for their efforts 
in necutiaiing the peace 
agreement He described 
ihe peace between Jordan 
and Israel as a real and 
warm peace. 

Mr Peres talked 3bout 
the enormous efforts that 
were spent by Jordan and 
Israel to bring the peace 
arreemeni lo reality and 
thanked the United States 
for iLs support. He praised 
King Hussein for his 
warmth and support and 
paid tribute to Jordanian 
diplomats and officials for ■ 
their efforts. B 
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Standing up to 
status quo 




Samiha Khalil 


AMMAN (Star)-—“I believe that the Oslo agreements have 
failed to achieve the aspirations of our people for freedom 
and independence, 3nd have denied our complete sove¬ 
reignty over our land. These agreements also failed to satisfy 
the minimum demands of total and unconditional withdrawal, 
the release.of all Palestinian detainees to participate alongside 
their people in making decisions which affect their fate, con¬ 
cerning the issues of Jerusalem, settlements, refugees and 
boarders which will be dealt with in the final stage.” This is 
the presidential communique of Mrs Samiha Khalil, the first 
woman to run against President Arafat in the forthcoming 
Palestinian Council elections. 

“fin that regard] with God’s help 1 decided to run as a can¬ 
didate for the presidency 'of the National Authority to 
achieve, together with my people, a real peace that leads us to 
freedom, liberation and independence." 

Less than a month before the Palestinian elections, to be 
held on 20 January, in Jericho, Mrs Khalil officially met can¬ 
didacy" requirements by presenting a petition with 5,000 
names of registered voters from the West Bank and Gaza and 
53,000 to election 
officials. A few days 
earlier, PLO chair¬ 
man Arafat submit¬ 
ted his registration 
papers and the offi¬ 
cial.fee. 

. Mrs Khalil reiter¬ 
ated her‘respect for 
Mr Arafat, but she 
said ‘i can’t carry the 
burden of his mis¬ 
takes and the results 
of the negotiations 
with the Israelis." She 
added “We are with 
democracy, as Arafat 
always states, and it 
is my right to run. [ 
am strongly deter¬ 
mined to face him." 

Mrs Khalil was 
bora in 1923 in the 
West Bank village of 
Anabta, near Tulk¬ 
arm. She was married at the age of 17 to Salameh Khalil who 
was a member of the Arab Nationalist Movement, the mother 
organization of Arab liberation movements. She has 4 sons 
arid one daughter. Three of her sons were detained and then 
expelled out of the West Bank by the occupation authorities, 
and her daughter is not allowed to live there either. 

Two of her sons were members of the Marxist Democratic 
Front for the Liberation "of Palestine. One of her sons Saji 
resigned from bis post as the representative of the DFLP in 
Amman. 

The 72 year old grandmother is the president of the charita¬ 
ble ln‘ash AJ Usra Society, a family welfare organization in 
Al Bira. which she established in 1956. The society started 
with a capital of JD 100, two rooms and eight employees. 
Currently, it employees 510 employees, and 380 women 
working on traditional embroidery in five centers in AI Bira. 
in addition to 4800 women who are distributed in 55 associa¬ 
tions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The society produces 
Palestinian costumes and merchandise, and hosts cultural 
events, and training courses.. 

About 4,500 families are benefiting from die society, and 
its products serve 34,000 people. It is considered by some to 
be the biggest charity' organization in the Middle East 
When the Intifada erupted in 1987, Mrs Khalil became one 
of its leaders, her activities increased amongst families who 
suffered the loss of loved ones during the uprising. 

In 1988, the Israeli military governor ordered the sealing of 
the society in Al Bira. “The society incites children to vio¬ 
lence'against Israel, and to anti-Semitism, it also finances 
families' whose members were ‘killed’,- injured or detained 
during the Intifada," an Israeli military spokesman said. 

-An independent political activist. Mis Khalil has been a 
member of the PLO’s Palestinian National Council, in exile, 
since 1965. She was also appointed by Arafat as the Genera] 
Secretary of the General Union of Palestinian Women, and is 
also an active member of several NGOs. She was prevented 
from travelling out of the West Bank for more than 15 years. 

Palestinians call Mrs Khalil as Khala Uni Khalil (aunt Urn 
Khalil). Most of her time is spem on voluntary work. She 
writes poetry in her spare time and has published two books 
of Zajal ( A popular kind of Palestinian poetry). “Every 
Thursday, I meet the mothers of Palestinian prisoners and I 
see the pictures of their sons pinned on their dresses and you 
cannot imagine bow sad I feel" she said. “They ask every¬ 
body for help but no one listens.” 

/During the 1980s, she was detained six times by the Israeli 
authorities in an attempt to slop her social and humanitarian 
activities, she was placed under town arrest for two and half 
years and later went on a hunger strike for two weeks. 

“Since the very beginning of my political activity in the 
aftermath of the 1948 war, I always believed in the liberation 
of Palestine. When my son Saji visited me at prison in 
Nablus and suggested that I accept a Palestinian state beside 
Israel, I refused to receive his visits to the prison for three 
months "Mrs Khalil said. 

“ Now there is no way to escape from dealing with real¬ 
ity,” she added. 

Mis Khalil said that if she wins, she will not enter into 
negotiations with the Israelis till all Palestinian prisoners are 
liberated. ■ 



• His Majesty King Hussein opening the 8th Asian Ministerial Conference that is due to end today., Thursday. (See 
front page story). 

Dr Taleb Rifai of the IPC 

Investments are needed to 


re-energize the economy 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr Taleb 
Al Rifai is the director of the 
newly established Investment 
Promotion Corporation. He 
talked to The Star Awni Abu 
Ghosh about the role of the 
corporation in attracting 
investments in Jordan. 
Excerpts follow: 

Why was tire Investment 
Promotion Corporation ( 
IPC) established and what 
are its programs? 

The IPC was established in 
accordance with law' no 16 of 
‘95. The purpose was to carry 
on. and be in charge of the 
investment portfolio in Jordan. 
Investment is seen as being 
one of the major instruments 
for development and for reviv¬ 
ing and re-energizing our eco¬ 
nomic situation. We see local 
and foreign investments as 
tools for the re-energizing of 
the economy. 

Can you elaborate? 

We understand it as follows: 
Investment as a tool to provide 
job opportunities and reduce 
unemployment—one of the 
most critical and crucial prob¬ 
lems that we have to face and 
deal with; Investment as a too! 
for directing development: be 
it to direct development in cer¬ 
tain sectors by providing spe¬ 
cific incentives to these sectors 
vis-a-vis other sectors, or to 
direct development in regions, 
such as encouraging develop¬ 
ment in lesser development 
regions vis-a-vis the more 
developed regions; Investment 
is without doubt an important 
tool in the transfer of technol¬ 
ogy. especially hightec indus¬ 
tries and information-related 
industries as such: and Invest¬ 
ment as a means of increasing 
our foreign reserves. This is 
extremely important in main¬ 
taining the stability of our 
economy and currency as such. 

What is the purpose of the 
IPC? 

The purpose of this corpora¬ 
tion is to make sure that these 
objectives are met and in the 
direction that I have just 
described. The underlying 
objective is to turn Jordan into 
an attracting investment desti¬ 
nation and make sure that the 
investment environment is pre¬ 
pared for that, and that enough 
promotion to what we have is 
being given due to respective 
responsibility. 


How are you going to 
realize that? 

In a variety of ways. We 
have reformed our laws and 
by-laws in the form of pro¬ 
viding packages of finan¬ 
cial, indirect support, by tax 
holidays, tax-breaks and 
custom duty exemptions 
that are also directed and 
regulated in such a way to 
achieve the previously 
stated objectives. So more 
incentives would be given 
to areas that we want to pro¬ 
mote. and so on. 

But there is difference 
between aspirations and 
realities! 

True, but we recognize 
that it is not enough to 
reform your laws and regu¬ 
lations. You also have to 
make sure that the mecha¬ 
nisms and the state of mind 
and the mentality of the peo¬ 
ple who implement these regu¬ 
lations are equipped enough io 
deal with issues and make 
sure that there are no bottle¬ 
necks. no bureaucratic obsta¬ 
cles that would stand in the 
way of the flow of -certain 
investments. To do that, we 
are now in the process of 
establishing the so-called ‘one 
-stop’ station, and putting 
together all the elements that 
other institutions in this coun¬ 
try are responsible for in a 
fashion that insures that the 
chain of activities that is nec¬ 
essary to conclude a particular 
project or a particular deal is 
not interrupted by any weak 
link in that chain. Here 1 am 
talking about the variety of 
institutions, the department of 
customs, taxes, municipalities, 
ministries of labor, interior, to 
other areas of infrastructural 
services and make sure that 
we can maximize on what 
these institutions in these 
respective services can con¬ 
tribute to the prospects of 
investment in the country. 

Some believe that the per¬ 
sisting mentality and state of 
mind in many public ser¬ 
vices constitute a major 
obstacle that draws back 
foreign investment. Do you 
share this view? 

Not only do I agree with 
that, but I also recognize that 
it is our most important and 
crucial challenge. 1 would like 
to modify your original state¬ 
ment by saying that if is not 
the presence or non-presence 
of a particular personnel. 
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Al Rifai 

' because the issue is not chang¬ 
ing people with others, but it is 
changing the state of mind of 
the people. What we need is a 
massive campaign to re-direct 
the orientation and the way of 
thinking of the public servant. 
Public servants are not individ¬ 
uals that are coming from a dif¬ 
ferent planet. They are part of 
our society. 

In every way they practice in 
the best way they know-how, 
and I am certainly assuming 
that they do it with the best of 
intentions, and with the belief 
they are serving their country. 
What we need to do now is to 
educate the people and make 
them more aware that serving 
their country requires a differ¬ 
ent way and a different mood 
of behavior. I think this is a 
challenge that we can’t escape. 
I don’t believe that a change in 
the mentality and in the proce¬ 
dures of the servants can be 
achieved and replacing people 
with other people. It can only 
be achieved by re-directing the 
way of thinking of the entire 
society, it is nof only the prob¬ 
lem of the public sector 
employees. It is a social 
problem. 

Governments, not only in 
Jordan , but in many parts of 
this world, assumed, for a long 
time, the role of controller, we 
know best, we’re right and eve¬ 
rybody is wrong, etc. That 
mentality has perpetuated itself. 
We need to re-address the role 
of Government, reformulate the 
way the public servant thinks 
of himself, and definitely 
.enhance and enforce the con¬ 
cept of the public servant serv¬ 
ing the interest of hjs country 
by serving his countrymen. I 
don’t know how long, and how 
in details that can lake place, 
but it is a task which we cannot 
escape. 

What is the actual role of 
the IPC in this connection? 

We are directly in charge of 
this issue. We are definitely in 
a position where we feel 
responsible to be on the inves¬ 
tor's side, carry his interests 
through, and do it in such a 
way that other governmental 
agencies can understand him 
and us better. We definitely 
feel we are pan of this change." 

How far do you expect the 
private sector investor to 
respond to your encourage¬ 
ment within the given strong 
role of the government? 

The situation is changing. 
There are changes that have at 
least occurred across the social 
divides. It is exemplified in the 
fact that there is an admittance 
and a consensus, about what 
needs to be done. Nobody 
speaks now about rivalry in 
terms of policies, or about con¬ 
flicts and contradictions 
between the public and private 
sectors. Every official speaks 
about the encouragement of the 
private sector giving it a bigger 
role, and privatization has 
become a slogan. Liberal econ¬ 
omy is a big objective, open 
borders and all other stated 
market- oriented policies are 
becoming official policies in 
Jordan. There has never been 
such a unanimous consensus on 


issues like this in decades. 

The problem is that tbe dis¬ 
tance betw&en the’staied objec¬ 
tives and realities in the field 
still need to be bridged. 1 think 
the private sector is coming 
along. It's understanding the 
official positions much better 
than before, and the govern¬ 
ment is much more receptive 
and willing to give in duties 
that were originally its own. It 
is clearly moving into a posi¬ 
tion of becoming a regulator 
rather than an operator of ser¬ 
vices of all kinds. For exam¬ 
ple, if you look at the new law 
of the telecommunications: it's 
one of the most advanced laws. 
It also opens up all market 
forces to the best advantage of 
the people, and there will be 
no more monopolies after 1997 
on all operations that are 
related to telecommunications. 
I am sure that other sectors 
will follow. 

There is a direction that is 
heading where it really wants 
to. So, the signs are not nega¬ 
tive as some people are look¬ 
ing at it, and the change is hap¬ 
pening. What we need to do is 
to strike at the good things that 
are happening, enrich them, 
and build on them on the one 
hand, and addressing our prob¬ 
lems honestly, frankly, and 
without trying to hide them in 
the best way we know how. 
We should not be discouraged 
by the fact that we have so 
many problems, neither should 
we be so euphoric by the fact 
that we are heading into better 
days. 

Many people in the street 
are disappointed by the delay 
of tbe peace fruits, to an 
extent that they are skeptic 
about the economic results. 
How do yon see it? 

Let me breakdown your 
statement into two main issues: 
There is a problem with expec¬ 
tations and the general popular 
perception of peace, confer¬ 
ences as going to bring with 
them goodness and turn 
heaven on earth by their own 
natural inertia. Tflis is simply 
not true. These and all what 
followed will provide opportu¬ 
nities for people to take good 
advantage of what makes the 
best of their li ves. These 
opportunities were not availa¬ 
ble before and [ their absence] 
had made the people's lives 
very difficult. Peace can only 
make sure that the obstacles 
are elevated. But it doesn’t 
bring on its own prosperity. 
Prosperity, growth, economic 
rehabilitation are to be done by 
people, and there's a problem 
of perception here, because 
people are still looking at it in 
the same way they were look¬ 
ing at the results of an Arab 
summit in the 1960s where the 
more capable countries would 
come out of this conference 
donating 2, 3. or 4 billions of 
dollars to the less financially 
capable countries, and things 
would become better. This can 
never happen again. Therefore, 
people ought to know and real¬ 
ize that the issue of making life 
better is now in their hands. 
Having said that, we should 
also look at what comes out of 
this process, the economic 
summit, etc. 

What would come out of it 
is not really something that 
one would feel the next day. If 
we are talking about actual 
investments in the form of pro¬ 
jects and capita] investments, 
then we are talking about 
things that need to be planned 
for, partnerships to be clari¬ 
fied. companies to be formed, 
studies to be made, and there is 
implementation. I never heard 
that a project can be put over 
night So, in some ways we 
know there are many things 
that are being prepared as I 
speak. These things will come 
into being in tbe course of 
199 <j and 1997. They may not 
be enough to do what needs to 
be done. But they are defi¬ 
nitely the beginning of what 
may prove to be a turn in the 
lives of the people. ■ 


96.3 FM reaches 
too far 

By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 

WITHOUT COMPETITION there would be no excellence. 
Without rating there would be no progress. Without guidance 
there would always be derailment. 

Radio Jordan’s English Service Disc Jockeys continue with¬ 
out excellence or progress, and the service itself seems to have 
deviated from its initial purpose that is laid in its constitution. 
With the absence of competitive radio stations and absence of 
commercials on the radio that would create ranking and rating 
for the jockeys, they seem to go on doing whatever pleases 
them on the radio without regard for die owners of their shows 
- the public listeners. 

Many of die DJ’s seem to have privatized the shows to 
themselves. A certain DJ sings half of the song before she 
stops talking. If she is such a good singer, why doesn’t she 
quit the radio and join Madonna among the stars in Holly¬ 
wood? The same DJ is always over-enthusiastic (for a better 
choice of words.) but doesn’t pay attention to what she says. 
With her lone of over-zealousness she once said. “... by Bob 
Marley, the guy who died of cancer." She didn’t have the 
decency to say the “Late Bob Marley" or show any respect 
with saying “cancer" as if it was just one more piece of infor¬ 
mation. Having a close relative of mine diagnosed with can¬ 
cer, I almost lost my mind at the way she was saying iL Privat¬ 
ization doesn't end there. We spent half of Christmas eve 
listening to the names of all the Radio Jordan DJ’s with 
wishes for them. Some DJ’s call the radio and ask for a song - 
why can’t the whole country call and ask for a song? And 
probably without an exception, all DJ's send songs out “espe¬ 
cially” to somebody. They’re not answering letters, they're 
not hosting Listeners’ Choice, they’re simply"playing songs to 
their friends. One DJ gave himself the liberty to say such sex¬ 
ist remarks as "... this song goes out to all the kool ladies, if 
you're not kool. well, I guess you should listen to it anyway.” 
One of the DJ’s seems to forget to prepare his show in 
advance so he repeats the previous day’s show! With the ser¬ 
vice being funded by tax payers money, we demand to know 
who owns the shows on the radio? 

It's folly understandable that nobody can complain about 
the choice of music, for every one has his/her own taste. And 
nobody can complain abour the fact that music is being over- 
recycled, for we are aware of the funding cuts that the radio 
had experienced since 19S9. What is unrealistic is that DJ’s 
are either cyborgenic, two minutes away from falling asleep or 
inexplicably hyper. One DJ who is always criticized for pro¬ 
nunciation mistakes happens to be the DJ that plays more 
music than anybody else. He announces tbe previous song, the 
coming songs and refrains from all unnecessary gibberish. He 
doesn't talk half way into the song and never offers you any 
information about the song (and the group) that you're going 
to miss hearing anyway if the DJ is still talking. 

If all the time spent on unnecessary talk, announcing the 
time “exactly on radio Jordan” and announcing the long- 
awaited-for news was used for commercials, the radio would 
be in a much better state. The money can be used to pay 
higher wages for (he DJ’s therefore selecting more competent 
ones, and the radio would be able to buy more of the music 
that they're not buying now. Advertisements would force the 
rating of the DJ’s according to the size of their audience. 
Good DJ’s will become better and the worse ones will be 
moved away. But if advertisements are against the policy of 
the Radio, then the management would have to do something 
about iL The service had deteriorated considerably the last few 
years. National polling would always give accurate indications 
and the radio can afford one of those annually. Ultimately, it 
remains up to the DJ’s themselves to make themselves better. 
After all. they were all listeners at some point in time and 
maybe they should try to pm themselves on the other side 
every once in a while. ■ 
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Ending the impasse 


THIS WEEK'S visit to Jordan by Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud A1 FaisaJ 
has effectively ended speculations about the state of Jordanian-Saudi relations. It 
was the first visit to Jordan by a senior Saudi official since the Gulf crisis and, in 
more than one way, it brought about hope and satisfaction to citizens of the two 
countries. 

The normalization of relations with Saudi Arabia ends a bitter chapter in the 
history of the two countries. Both Amman and Riyadh have suffered from the 
breaking up of Arab ranks caused by Iraq's occupation of Kuwait in the summer 
of 1990. That rift, whose effects are still with us today, continues to haunt the 
Arab world from the Arabian Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean. 

Both Jordan and Saudi Arabia can play a pivotal role in bridging that rift and 
healing the wounds. That's why Prince Saud’s statements in Amman about Iraq 
were significant. There is no difference between Amman and Riyadh over the 
need to end the suffering of the Iraqi people and in securing the territorial integri¬ 
ty of that important Arab country. This is a good start because the treatment of the 
Iraqi issue must begin at home—in the Arab world and among the Arabs. 

"Hie Arab countries, the majority of whom in agreement over putting an end to 
the human suffering in Iraq, must come together to work out an Arab solution to 
the Iraqi dilemma. Saudi Arabia and Jordan, two forces of stability and reasoning 
in the region, can contribute to bringing about a regional solution to one of the re¬ 
gion’s most complicated problems. 

The fact that Jordan has normalized relations with most Gulf countries today is 
a plus. Overcoming the trauma of the Gulf War is a prerequisite to clearing the air 
so that vital inter-Arab issues can be discussed openly, pragmatically, realistically 
and candidly. 

It will be foolish to assume that Arab relations will ever fully recover so long as 
Iraq remains absent from the arena while its people suffer en masse as a result of 
the sanctions regime. Sooner or later, the Arabs will have to face the facts and re¬ 
alize that reconciliation is the only way forward. This applies to bilateral relations 
between countries as it applies to inter-Arab relations. 

The challenge of peace requires such visionary leaders. King Hussein has 
proved to be that leader. It is hoped that the restoration of normal ties with Saudi 
Arabia will usher in a regional mood of reconciliation. 

While the Iraqi regime remains ostracized by the world community, Arab lead¬ 
ers should seek ways to help Iraq comply with UN resolutions in order to end its 
isolation. Rehabilitating Iraq will not be easy. But allowing that country to whith¬ 
er away is a catastrophe equal only to the loss of Palestine half a century ago. 

The time is opportune to make bold initiatives aimed at ending the current im¬ 
passe in inter-Arab relations. ■ 


The advertising rap sheet 


WHILE THE author or “Advertising in Jor¬ 
dan" in last Thursday's issue of The Star , is 
obviously rich in marketing and advertising 
terminology, he is at best misinformed, and 
sadly suffers from what we call “an inferior¬ 
ity complex'* to anything with a foreign 
stamp on it 

Advertising in Jordan only started a few 
years ago. and while any new industry in any 
country lakes years in evolve from infancy, 
local advertising as well as local production 
in Jordan has witnessed rapid growth and 
quality advancement surpassing any in an 
area relative to its age. 

Local companies are currently good 
enough to service international organizations, 
but curiously not up to (he standard and de¬ 
mands of our local industrialists! 

interestingly, many managers who suffer 
from the same disease as Mr Kandour and 
who sign contracts blindly with “Internation- 
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al companies" suddenly have an interesting j 
rap sheet to engrave in such companies port- j 
folios. j 

In addition, and for our friend’s informa- * 
lion, most companies he mentioned have ex- ■ 
isted in our country for way over two years. I . 
wonder what then made the difference Mr | 
Kandour dwells on! One would do well to 
check on who developed and produced the ; 
successful campaigns we see on our televi- ■ 
sion. 

Will our local “doctors" ever find a pill : 
that will cure us from this epidemic, and . 
open our eyes to the great talents our coun- ! 
try yields, which by the way in many cases 
are behind the scenes of such professional 
'international" companies to whom we are 
greatly indebted. ■ 


Lamia Fakhoury, Amman 
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Palestinian Council elections: 


Avoiding problems of 


polarization 


By Bashir Barghouthi 


j THE COMING elections of 
! the Palestinian Council arc 
gaining momentum. Coupled 
with the awareness of the im¬ 
portance of these elections, 
there is a feeling of an urgent 
need for a coherent national 
unity, and the mobilization of 
the national potential to face 
the huge challenges expected 
to be awaiting the Palestine 
Notional Authority fPNA). 
There will be the negotiation 
of the final solution, the estab¬ 
lishment of a civil democratic 
society, and the building of a 
national economy free from 
the shackles of occupation, to 
achieve progress and improve 
the living standard of the peo¬ 
ple. 

It would be incorrect to as¬ 
sume that current calculations 
can be sustained during the 
coming period, without consid¬ 
ering the different political, ad¬ 
ministrative. economic, and so¬ 
cial factors that have 
developed since the PNA as¬ 


sumed its self-rule responsibili¬ 
ty. The impact of these factors 
will increase among the politi¬ 
cal forces. This is heightened 
by the PNA statements which 
confirm its independence and 
freedom in economic building, 
its lack of openness in regard 
to the restrictions imposed 
upon the PNA, and the objec¬ 
tive obstacles which it encoun¬ 
ters by virtue of being a self- 
rule authority on pari of the 
Palestinian homeland under the 
re-deploy men i accord. 

Though embryonic, the im¬ 
pact of these factors is appar¬ 
ent now in the large number of 
candidates in the elections, and 
the insufficient coordination of 
the candidacy process, espe¬ 
cially in the ruling party. 

It goes without saying that 
the mechanisms which were 
suitable to subject the general 
struggle to serve the national 
goal now run short or meeting 
the requisites of the new stage 
of interaction between political 
and social goals, and the need 
to compromise between the as¬ 
pirations of lucul cadres and 


expatriates, especially 
in their social needs. 

The leaders of soci¬ 
ety have their own 
logic and norms 
which arc different 
from those of all po¬ 
litical and armed un¬ 
derground struggle. 

Hence, the integration 
and interaction of the 
cadres of both kinds 
of leaders is not that 
easy. * 

Therefore. there 
will be much difficul¬ 
ty in achieving affini¬ 
ty among those cadres 
if this process is not 
resolved first in each 
individual organiza¬ 
tion. A search for a 
national coalition 
would probably help 
to improve the exist¬ 
ing picture, and minimize as 
much as possible the phenome¬ 
non of disentanglement in 
some forces' organizational 
structures, particularly that of 
the ruling party, 
it is also wrong to think that 
the former 
forms of co¬ 




alition, 
which char¬ 
acterized 
Palestinian 
action 

abroad, arc 
valid os a ba¬ 
sis for the 
search for 
the desired 
coalition. 

That norm 
of coalition 
had its own 
merits of sta¬ 
tioning the 
PLQ leader¬ 
ship outside 
the home¬ 
land. and of 
the political 
and military 
need to work 
and address 
the world as 


a united body. 

However, the situation has 
changed, and the calculations 
of the PNA practices and poli¬ 
cies have to pass through so¬ 
cial channels. The generaliza¬ 
tions of the past are today 
translated into realities within 
the Palestinian society, with 
political representatives trying 
to reflect these realities from 
different social angles. 

Hcncc. it should be admitted 
that this new travuil of the Pal¬ 
estinian national movement 
may lead- to the birth of new 
forces, the oblivion of others, 
and emergence of a new polari¬ 
zation inside the movement it¬ 
self. 

Such an issue has to be seri¬ 
ously considered if we are to 
successfully resolve the ques¬ 
tion of coalition. The more 
concrete the orientation to¬ 
wards the new realities, and 
(heir upcoming balances and 
dimensions, the more realistic 
and achievable is the coalition. 


The writer is the general 
secretary of the Palestine 
People's Party. 


Transition of power in 
Saudi Arabia 


Prince Abdullah, a keen horseman, is said to be valued by the 
family for his rapport with the tribal bedouins. He is at home in 
Saudi Arabia’s desert heartland, hunting with his falcons and 

living among the bedouins. 


Bv Ian Black 


PRINCE ABDULLAH bin 
Abdel Aziz, appointed by the 
aiiing King Fahd to look alter 
the affairs of the Saudi state. i<> 
a traditional figure who is ex¬ 
pected to balance alliances 
without changing the western 
orientation of the world’s tore- 
most oil power. 

At 71. the crown prince and 
first depart prime minister is 
only slightly younger than the 
king But he is in better health 
and has a solid reputation nnd 
□ strong power base 

A commander of the 57.000 
strong National guard since 
1 %?. he controls the regime's 
most important internal securi¬ 
ty organization and has resist¬ 
ed aticmpts to merge it with 
the armed forces that is headed 
by his half-brother Prince Sul¬ 
tan, the defence minister. 

He is a half brother of King 
Fahd Both are sons of Abdel 
Aziz bin Saud the founder of 
Saudi Arabia, but Prince Ab¬ 
dullah has a different mother. 

The rapid announcement of 
the takeover was clearly in¬ 
tended to quash speculation 
about internal bickering over 
the succession—a theme that 
has been seized by Islamist dis¬ 
sidents. especially the London- 
based Committee for the De¬ 
fence of Legitimate Rights. 

In the past Pnncc Sultan has 
made no secret of his ambition 
in be king. He is King Fahd's 
full brother, one of the sexen 
so-called "Sudein brothers". 
who arc all sorts of Ibn Saud's 
wife. Hassj Bint Ahmad Su- 
dciri. 

Prince Sultan is admired by 
the United States, which re¬ 
members his friendly approach 

in the Gulf war. The US also 
admires Sultan's son, prince 
Bandar, the Saudi Ambassador 
to Washington 

By contrast. Prince Abdullah 
is thought m have been unhap¬ 
py about the large and unprece¬ 
dented US presence in the 
Kingdom during the campaign 
to liberate Kuwait. 

On the Arab scene. Prince 
Abdullah has long been close 
to Syria—often dealing with j 
tricky President Hafez Al As¬ 
sad—and has a Syrian wife. 
He favors good tics with Brit¬ 
ain and France to balance over- 
dependence on Washington. 


He is like- 
ty to main- ]■*> 
cau- . 

tious policy . » 

on the two- & 
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Prince Abdulla 


rinesu't mat¬ 
ter whether it 

marks a temporary or perma¬ 
nent takeover of responsibility. 
King Fahd did not abdicate. 

“This is the orderly transi¬ 
tion" sjid un experienced Sau- 
tii-w archer 

“This is what ilk* crown 
prince is supposed in do The 
real rest will be what happens 
when Fjhd dties go; who will 


Abdullah appoint as crown 
prince." 

Prince Abdullah, a keen 
11 or sc nun. is said to be valued 
by the family for his rapport 
with Ihc tribal bedouins. He is 
at home in Saudi Arabia’s 
desert heartland, hunting with 
his falcons and living among 
the bedouins. He is popular. He 
is thought not to speak English. 


Anyone ruling Saudi Arabia 
faces huge proWcmv lower oil 
revenues and huge Gulf-war 
costs were a rude shock and 
the kingdom is only now bring¬ 
ing its finances under cnnirol 
after a decade of soaring defi¬ 
cits. ■ 
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Middle 
East Beat 

. by ,;:y r 

Khairi Janbek 


Complemen tarity 

of peace 
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AFTER the attack on Jor¬ 
dan in some local and re¬ 
gional publications for its 
peace treaty with Israel, the 
emphasis has now shifted. 
What is now stressed is the 
lack nt positive effects of 
du- ncjty. when compared 
with the efforts of Syria. 
Lebanon, and the self-rule 
areas. 

Now that it is apparent 
that peace is on the agenda 
of all Arab parties and Is¬ 
rael, once again Jordan is 
being accused of phobias 
and unqualified criticism. It 
has been unashamedly said 
that the role of Jordan in the 
peace building process will 
be diminished considerably 
now that the Syrians are 
about to sign a peace agree¬ 
ment with Israel. 

Forgetting that Jordan ad¬ 
vocated a peaceful solution 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and ardently supported a 
comprehensive peace trea¬ 
ty. we in Jordan, are sup¬ 
posed to begrudge our Syri¬ 
an and Lebanese brothers’ 
right for development and 
prosperity, ft is hoped that 
the Jordanian position and 
vision for the future are as¬ 
sessed before such accusa¬ 
tions and banal analysis are 
thrown on our doorstep. 

Countless times, HM 
King Hussein has clearly set 
out Jordan's plans for intra- 
regional cooperation and ec¬ 
onomic integration. Repeat¬ 
edly HRH Crown Prince 
Hasson has reiterated His 
Majesty's words and hopes 
for our region to develop in 
-the spirit and action of com¬ 
plementarity. How can Jor¬ 
dan hate for its Arab broth¬ 
ers what it wants for itself, 
knowing only too well thar 
the future lies in coopera¬ 
tion and integration? 

And why would Jordan's 
role be affected by the 
peace signature of any other 
Arab party with Israel, 
when it has its own sped- , 
ficity in the global and re¬ 
gional contexts, and realizes 
the troth that complementar- j 
ity in the sodo-economic ; 
aspects of the existence of ' 
the region, relies on the 
complementarity of the in¬ 
dividual peace treaties? 
Comprehensive develop¬ 
ment, and integration in the 
world economy arc totally 
dependent on comprehen¬ 
sive peace in the area, so 
Jordan has actually more to 
gain from the peace of the 
Syrians and Lebanese with 
Israel than the ignorant and 
shallow would have us be¬ 
lieve. 

As for the self-rule areas, 
w'c find ourselves, and in a 
parrot-like repetition re¬ 
minding our Arab brothers 
that our country has nothing 
to fear from the emergence 
of an independent Palestin¬ 
ian state nn its independent 
territory, but actively en¬ 
courages it and backs its re¬ 
alization with all its capabil¬ 
ities Those intentions have 
been proven time and again 
morally and practically. 

What is there to fear 
from the emergence of an 
independent Palestinian 
state ’ 7 It is far easier for Jor¬ 
dan to build future relations 
and arrangements with an 
independent geographical 
entity that can decide for it¬ 
self its own choices, than to 
deal with an entity without 
any legal definition, sove¬ 
reignty. or status. Any fu¬ 
ture arrangement between 
Jordan and Palestine must 
be based on a partnership of 
equals that unites both peo¬ 
ple rather than separates 
them. History and fate have 
united both people and the 
two banks of the River Jor¬ 
dan compliment each other 
ami the one family. To ac- 
ctisc Jordan of fearing an 
independent Palestinian 
state, is the same as assum¬ 
ing that Jordan is in compe¬ 
tition with it. This proposi¬ 
tion is far from the truth, for 
each section of the one fam¬ 
ily is reliant on the other 
and the specificity of each 
is recognized in its own vir¬ 
tue. Jordan has plenty to 
pm from the creation of an 
independent Palestinian en¬ 
tity, least of ail to cement its 
national unity and maintain 
its identity, 

Jordan has nothing to 
foar, not even fear itself. 
The foreign policy of Jor* 
dan as set out by HM the 
King, based on good neigh¬ 
borly relations, and building 
inc bridges of peace and un¬ 
derstanding for the future 
development of the whole 
region. can only be 
achieved through compre- 
r.cnsivc peace and stability. 
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Business 
scene 


■ Dining the last quarter 
of ‘95, Jordan received 
$95 million from the 
Export-Import Bank of 
Japan, $25 million from 
the European Union, and 
an $80 million soft loan 
from the World Bank, the 
present balance of the 
Central Bank of Jordan in 
bard currencies is about 
S450 xmltiotL. 

■ A telecommunication 
project in the country is 
currently underway at a 
cost of JD 140 million and 
will .supply 400,000 new 
Hoes. 

■ A DEM 3 milli on finan¬ 
cial agreement was signed 
this week between Jordan 
and Germany. The grant 
agreement will be used by 
the Studies and Expert 
Fund, and presented by 
the German Construction 
Bank. Another DEM 3 
million grant was also be 
offered in technical aid to 
the improvement of agri¬ 
culture in Jordan. 

■ A JD 10 million financ¬ 
ing agreement was signed 
between the Jordan 
Islamic Bank and Jordan 
Cement Co. The deal aims 
at providing financing for 
company's purchase of 
necessary machinery. 

■ The CBJ will put into 
circulation a new JD 12 
million worth of Certifi¬ 
cates of Deposits next 
week for three and six 
month terms at a rate of 
8.75% and 9.0%. The 
assets from these certifi¬ 
cates at the CBJ now 
amount to JD 344.2 

milli on. 

■ The Civil Aviation 
Authority spent JD 4.94 
milli on of its JD 5 nrilKon * 
allotted budget last year. 
Out of the JD 6.8 million 
appropriations of current 
expenses, die authority 
spent only JD 6.5 arilbon 
in 1995. 

■ Water dams around the 
country have accumulated 
about 1 49,863,525 cubic 
meters, of which 6,914 
million cubic metres are 
stored at the Arab Dam, 
1,633.500 cubic meters at 
Shurabbil Dam, and ■ 
40,996, 306 cubic meters 
.at King Talal Dam. 

■ At a value of $250,000, 
an agreement to launch a 
. ‘t raining program of 
women leadership ’ was 
signed between Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation and 
the •_ German Fredrich 
Elbert Foundation (FEF). 
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Industry surpasses 
all other sectors 
in 1995 


AMMAN (Star)—The indus¬ 
trial sector has witnessed a 
substantia] expansion (77%), 
while the mining sector 
increased by (114%) during 
the last two years. These devel¬ 
opments have increased their 
contribution to tbe fixed capi¬ 
tal formation. 

Official statistics show that, 
up to 1992, industry's contri¬ 
bution to capital formation in 
the country was almost 60% of 
that of tbe agriculture, trade, 
and hotel sectors. It is 
expected to increase in the 
coming years. 

Statistics provided by the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
(AO) show that the total vol¬ 
ume of investments of enlisted 
investors ' in industry 
amounted to JD 1115 million 
in 1995. compared to JD 1021 
million, and JD 944 million in 
1994 and 1993 respectively. 

Such an expansion has led to 
a 6% growth against the 1990 
and 1991 retrogressions. By 
these positive achievements, 
industry was able to supply the 
market with increasing items 
and consumer goods. It was 
able to provide basic material 


needs to other sectors and ser¬ 
vices, such as steel, cement, 
lime, paints and wooden doors 
to Lhe construction sector, ferti¬ 
lizers, green houses and drip¬ 
ping irrigation to agriculture: 
and oil and petrol derivatives, 
auto-batteries, pharmaceutical 
products, food stuffs, plastic 
appliances, clothes, soft paper 
tissues, leather-made items, 
cosmetics, and home accesso¬ 
ries to the society as a whole. 

The AFM's standard figure 
of the industry's production 
increased from 100 points in 
1991 to 139 points by mid 
1995, the CBJ bulletin says. 

Fairs of national industrial 
products, which were organized 
at home and abroad, constituted 
effective marketing venues. 
Among others, the overall 
industrial exhibition of May 
1995 was an outstanding event 
which succeeded in demon¬ 
strating national products and 
the contribution of industry to 
economic development. 

In addition to its observance 
and adherence to international 
standards of production quality, 
the industry sector bears 
responsibility for thg protection 


of the environment from 
industrial pollution. 

It also pays due attention to 
the development of small-scale 
industries, and observes tbe 
Labor Law with a view to 
maintaining a healthy and bal¬ 
anced relationship between the 
two sides of the production 
process. 

With a future outlook, the 
national industry is seen as an 
effective factor of realizing 
economic security. self- 





reliance, and encountering 
regional and international eco¬ 
no mic challenges. 

. Furthermore, the industry is 
sec in as a major element in the 
pn iservation of close business 
rel ations with Arab countries, 
wi lose markets receive about 
50 • percent of Jordan’s exports. 


In fact, the number of the pub¬ 
lic industrial shareholding com¬ 
panies increased to 70 in 1995. 
This creates a large framework 
for the absorption of national 
earnings on the one hand, and a 
fruitful resource contribution to 
the financing local enterprises 
on the other. ■ 



Investment Law 


AMMAN (Star)-^Here art sod e articles • 
of the new Foreign Inveshtaent ) (av. that . 
was recently passed by Parliamen'i; 

■ Article 3: Subject to aitiefe 5 ar «l 6, any . 

foreign investor can. own aH or-ptjirt of any. 
economic project ‘ - - ** I 

■ Article - 4: Foreign investo r - capital 
should, be transferred in - foreign 1 cncrency . 
before the registration • of hist o fwhership:' - 
Capitalization of prenops debt • as allowed ■; 
iT it was originally transferred w foreign , 
currency. • 

■ - Article 5: Non-Jordaniahs ean owd up ' 
to 50% of any projcgLin the foil fowing seo- •' 
tors: Land and air transport; cr-mstrurtiGn 


- and t»ntractipg; 

agrfmlfa'i'y at 

■ :vesting; sharps, in AFMj . Bra^ iand: rrieflla 

- ■ . Artirie_&y;Siibj^>;ti> Artiide Ss.iiob-. • 
Jordi^ii^is ara 'all&^' to.'boy 4 Shar^.iti/. 
AFB& provide^ nop-holdings ..iriy 

. any,I shnrglroidByg yekeewi : 

\ V f 

_) fit Article. 7:. Mini mind /prai-Jorttaman in- *.' . 
veStment-ii* anv.mweetis 1 JD 50.000 extent-. * 


.' isijDijoo6.ii; t • /'T \ J i •:v • ‘v>V. 


Jordan: 


Development in a 
changing wor ld 


AMMAN (Star)—Owing to 
its position during the Gulf 
War, Jordan was exposed to 
the danger of “being 
enmeshed in endless disequli- 
bria,” says Dominique Graber 
in the December *95 issue of 
the Paris-based Banque Pan- 
las Conjncture. With a popu¬ 
lation of 4.1 million, Jordan 
can be proud of “being one of 
die International Monetary 
Fund’s best papils, while die 
recent Amman Summit..... 
helped to restore its image of 
dependability,” she added. 

Having backed peace well 
before its Arab neighbors, Jor¬ 
dan enjoys full American pro¬ 
tection as one of the driving 
forces in tbe peace process, 
but at the same time it has not 
fallen out with the Arab coun¬ 
tries, Graber says. 

While the adjustment pro¬ 
cess is progressing, there are 
still weaknesses. With its nar¬ 
row, service-oriented indus¬ 
trial base, Jordan is going to 
be more sensitive than any 
other country to the internal 
and external political shocks 
that the region will continue to 
generate. Also, there are 
potential social risks in the 
clear gap between the elite 
classes, already convinced of- 
liberalism, and the mass popu¬ 
lation who have both to forget 
the “end of Israel” myth and 
adapt to a market economy. 

The IMF's first adjustment 
plan was in 1989. After being 
revised in the wake of the 
exogenous shocks, its targets 
have been systematically 
exceeded since 1993. 

Having borne the brunt of 
the oil countershock, the Jor¬ 
danian economy recorded a 
13.5% fall in GDP in 1989. 
With the advent of the Gulf 
crisis, Jordan felt that it could 
not allow itself to abandon 
Iraq; tbe latter country was, 
after all, its main partner, tak¬ 
ing up to one quarter of its 
exports, and its sole oil sup¬ 
plier. Tbe conflict resulted in a 
fall of nearly 50% in Jordan's 


exports to Iraq, and led to 
the repatriation of 
500,000 emigrant work¬ 
ers in th^ Gulf. While 
well trained and in many 
cases bringing substantial 
wealth with them, they 
nevertheless had to inte¬ 
grate into a working pop¬ 
ulation of 580,000. How¬ 
ever, Jordan recovered 
quickly from this triple 
external shock, growth 
reaching 1.7% in 1991 
after a 0.2% downturn in 
1990. 

In its latest scenario, 
the IMF forecasts an 
average growth of 5.5% 
over the next 10 years, 
which appears sustainable 
in tbe absence of new 
major external shocks. 

Hie budget deficit 
excluding grams, which 
reached 21.7% of GDP in 
1987, was back to 5.4% 
in 1994, while the 1995 
budget forecasts a deficit 
equal to 3.6% of GDP. 

Most of tbe effort has 
been devoted to reducing 
expenditure, which 
accounted for 46.2% of 
GDP in 1987 and 37.4% 
in 1994. Even if the gov¬ 
ernment claims to want 10 
reduce subsidies 0% of 
GDP), there is little likelihood 
of public spending being cut 
significantly. Peace will prob¬ 
ably not result in further reduc¬ 
tions in defense spending 
(11.7% in 1987 and 8.7% in 
1994) since security is a key 
factor in political stability. Con¬ 
tinued fiscal consolidation 
means increasing revenue (25% 
of GDP in the I9S0s; 32.4% in 
1993). A feature of the revenue 
structure is the low yield from 
income and corporation tax 
because various exemptions 
and allowances still remain. 
The share of indirect taxation is 
growing (19.5% of all tax and 
□on-tax receipts in 1990, com¬ 
pared with 24.2% in 1994). The 
introduction of value added tax 
in 1997 should further improve 
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the tax yield. \ 

Also improving is the cur - 
rent-account balance. WhiJi; 
the reduction in customs duiie 5 
and stability of the dinar ar e 
boosting imports of cbnsumeir 
and capital goods, the foreign 
balance is no longer threaten e d 
by this phenomenon. Custofr is 
larifFs are being lowered fairily 
progressively (they are still at 
50% on average) so as not| to 
cause a devastating surge ■ in 
imports, a large proportion! of 
which are financed by repjit H- 
ated capital. Exports, too,!rare 
performing well, hav mg 
increased by 15% in 1994 on 
1993 and by 35% for the qu ar- 
cer ending August 1995 com¬ 
pared with the previous ill ree 
months. 

Economic liberalism and 


Higlrest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman F i n a nci a l Market 
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privatization are 
adopted, but because 
of the population's 
reticence, privatiza¬ 
tion is at present pos¬ 
sible only as long as 
there is no ‘social 
restructuring.' 

Despite that, the 
Government has 
assured the IMF of 
its resolve to under¬ 
take 6 operations in 
1996. 

The monetary pol¬ 
icy pursued by Jor¬ 
dan’s Central Bank, 
is another signal. 
Having announced a 
medium-term infla¬ 
tion target of 4%, the 
bank can be quite sat¬ 
isfied with the 
results, given that, 
from a high of 25.7% 
in 1989, retail price 
inflation has gone 
down to around 3.5% 
since 1993. As in all 
economies in which 
uncertainty predomi¬ 
nates, dollarization is 
a major factor in Jor¬ 
dan. The Central 
Bank decided in late 
October to tie the 
dinar to the dollar 
and in this way 
encourage the conversation of 
Jow-imerest-eaming foreign 
currency deposits (mainly the 
dollar^ into dinar deposits. The 
dinar's stability against the dol¬ 
lar (a downward shift of only 
2.5% since 1991) is, moreover 
one of the most effective ways 
of achieving price stability. 

Like any country which has 
renegotiated its debt, Jordan 
will continue to feel the effects 
for some time. Net foreign debt 
will reach S6 billion by the end 
of 1995, i.e. some 87% of 
GDP. While debt-equity con¬ 
versions and debt redemptions 
are continuing, the government 
no longer expects there to be 
any debt cancellations, but pre¬ 
dicts gradual fall in die debt/ 
GDP ratio. 

Jordan’s performance is 

WASHINGTON—The 
Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation (OPIC) has 
announced tbat it is funding 
$1.1 million of a two million 
dollars commitment to an 
American-Palestinian joint 
venture chat builds prefabri¬ 
cated concrete structures in 
Gaza. 

A press release from the 
U.S. agency said it was tak¬ 
ing this action after noting 
that there is "renewed confi¬ 
dence for economic stability 
and U.S. investment poten¬ 
tial in the Middle East/' 

OPIC, now 25 years old, 
is a self-sustaining federal 
agency that encourages pri¬ 
vate U.S. investment in 
some 140 developing nations 
worldwide. Since 1971, the 
agency says it has supported 
U.S. investments worth 
$84,000 million, generating 
about $43,000 in U.S. 
exports and creating 200.000 
American jobs. 

‘■OPIC is proud to be a 
part of a project that is lay¬ 
ing the foundation for eco- 


vastiy superior to those of tbe 
Maghreb/Mashrek countries. 

Jordan remains dependent 
on the outside world for its 
energy supplies. However it is 
now setting out to diversify its 
sources ana. in order not to be 
dependent solely on Iraqi oil, it 
is now switching more to 
Saudi natural gas. of which 
there are reported also to be 
deposits in Jordan itself. 

The only raw materials 
available to Jordan are potash 
and phosphates. Jordan is in 
fact the world's second largest 
exporter of phosphates after 
Morocco. It is increasingly 
seeking to build up (he value 
added of die products exported 
(fertilizers, chemicals, etc). 
Joint ventures have been 
created with Asian partners to 
be able to count on export 
markets. In addition, Jordan is 
developing the manufacture of 
pharmaceuticals—with consid¬ 
erable success, to judge by tbe 
growth in exports. The high 
quality of Jordanian doctors 
and its hospitals, attracts 
“medical tourists” from neigh¬ 
boring countries, which gives 
credibility to this branch of 
activity. 

The main source of foreign 
exchange earnings is tourism. 

The country has a number 
of outstanding archaeological 
sites, which need to be pro¬ 
moted. The Dead Sea and 
Aqaba can be exploited as 
sites for seaside holidays. 
Thanks to the progress of die 
peace process, there has been a 
tendency towards diversifica¬ 
tion In the geographic origin 
of visitors, with tbe proportion 
of Europeans and Americans 
rising very appreciably. 

Although the sector seems 
to offer interesting possibilities 
for expansion, there is no hid¬ 
ing tbe fact that this activity is, 
by its nature, highly fragile, 
being vulnerable to earth¬ 
quakes and to political condi¬ 
tions. Tbe tourist industry will 
also have to keep a close 
watch on the competition at 
regional and world levels. 

Paradoxically, the advan¬ 
tage in the eyes of potential 
investors which is political sta¬ 
bility, is also fragile. 

Jordan is today at a cross¬ 
roads. The excellent perfor¬ 
mance in terms of the main 
economic aggregates should 
not be allowed to conceal the 
delay in settling the crucial 
problem of water, which is the 
key to any negotiation in the 
region and which at the same 
time exposes the soda! back¬ 
log needing to be made up. ■ 


rsine 



Investment prospects in 1996 

The performance of the Amman Financial Market (AFM) has 
been weak during the last three years, and particularly in 1995. 

Though the economic reform program was advancing as rec¬ 
ommended by the World Bank and IMF, the inflow of external 
investment was not coming in as envisaged It was hanging in 
the air waiting for tbe endorsement of new investment promo¬ 
tion laws. Evidence of this is the freezing of investment appli¬ 
cations of 36 foreign corporations worth JD 154 million, this 
year. 

Today, under tbe new conditions and favourable investment 
regulations, foreign investment funds will provide a new 
source of demand on stock trading, create a more active mobil¬ 
ity, and adjust the new supply of investments to the tenuous sit¬ 
uation at the AFM. Indeed, foreign currency reserves filled in 
the stock demand gap, but there is always the need to promote 
domestic earnings by external revenues to finance the expenses 
of investment operations, as Dr Umayya Touqan, the AFM 
general manager put it. 

An annex to the Investment Promotion Law was adopted last 
month by the Government. It allows, for the first time^foreign 
investors to directly enter and trade in the market through bro¬ 
kers, thus ending the former obligatory license in advance by 
the Government. 

Dr Touqan said last week that owing to the proper invest¬ 
ment climate ihaL was created in regulatory terms in the fall of 
1995, foreign purchase operations had already started, though 
it is difficult to assess their volume before six months have 
passed. He added that, through his countless visits to American 
and European investment funds, many an official came to Jor¬ 
dan to explore its emerging market for their investments. 

Nevertheless, such a process of attracting foreign invest¬ 
ments cannot be realized at one stroke. It is irrational to think of 
their powerful inflow before feasibility, studies are accom¬ 
plished. Hence tbe long-term investments which add to the 
$4.2 billion market value of the AFM. 

Touqan said that AFM investors are hopeful of millions of 
dollars of foreign investments in 1996. They also see that the 
AFM will be included, or integrated, in other inaugurated Mid¬ 
dle Eastern funds where foreign investments are already oper¬ 
ating. Veiy shortly, the AFM will take a step to promote its 
competitiveness to attract foreign funds. That is a joint enlist¬ 
ing of preferred shares with the Bahrain Financial Market, and 
at a bier stage with the Muscat Stock Market. The same step 
will be taken with the Nablus-based Palestinian Financial Mar¬ 
ket to be set up in the near future. ■ 



Advertising regulation—better for all 
involved 

There is a hand-cream product (which will remain name¬ 
less) whose billboards have sprouted like “navy-blue and 
white mushrooms” all over our capital. It may be good pub¬ 
licity for those marketing this world renowned product, but 
is it legal? And “why?” you might ask, “should I be asking 
myself that question?” 

The reason is this; many of the locations that have these 
billboards were hitherto disallowed, or restricted, for rea¬ 
sons known best to the Municipality of Amman. It is the 
municipality that makes these decisions, earning a yearly 
fee of JD100 for each 1.5m x 3m billboard thai is placed 
within the city limits. “When." die small businesses that 
design and make these billboards ask, "did it become O.K. 
to use these prime visibility locations, that have been denied 
us for so long?’ 

The problem stems from a lack of consistency in the poli¬ 
cies surrounding the “do’s” and "don’ls" of billboard adver¬ 
tising, at the municipality. Clearly, the question of where 
billboards can, and cannot be erected are part of the city's 
planning procedures... aren’t they? The second culprit in 
this scenario is “invisible." That is to say “it” doesn’t exist 
yet. Who am I referring to? The organization, representing 
the various aspects of the Jordanian advertising industry, 
whose purpose, among others, would be to resolve issues 
such as these with the help of the municipality. There is a 
clear need for such a representative body to be developed 
and funded by the advertising indusny, who stands to gain 
from its existence. The reason is simply this, if you were a 
client, a market manager who recommended erecting sev¬ 
eral billboards around town to your board of directors, 
wouldn't you like to know that there is no fear that your 
billboard will be tom down by the municipality soon after¬ 
wards, due to some misunderstanding...? 

As I mentioned in last week's column, our advertising 
industry is growing, and with this growth probably comes 
the need to work within more clearly defined structures. Not 
only will the advertising clients (Jordanian businesses.) ben-. 
efit by the advertising industry keeping tabs on their mem¬ 
bers’ ethical procedures, but so will the municipality—it 
would certainly do away with a lot of tbe headache that is 
entailed by erecting a simple billboard ! 

Being fairly new at this role of writing articles, I would 
be very interested to know what you think of the “Market¬ 
ing" column... do you agree?.. Do you think I’m blowing 
hot air?... or if you have any thing you would like to add, 
please let me know. Write to The Star newspaper at Fax no 
648298 and let me have it! Thanks, Yanai Kandour. ■ 


OPIC finances concrete 
project in Gaza 


nomic growth in the Middle 
East," OPIC President Ruth R. 
Harlan said. “This project 
confirms OPIC’s commitment 
to regional peace and prosper¬ 
ity by supporting private U.S. 
investment.” 

The project is the first 
American investment in Gaza 
and the first project to receive 
both OPIC financing and polit¬ 
ical risk insurance in Gaza. 
The funds were disbursed to 
Bucheit International Limited 
to expand its manufacturing 
plant in southwest Gaza City. 

The press release issued by 
OPIC on December 26 added; 

“The project's U.S. spon¬ 
sors, Kurt, Leisel and Erich 
Bucheit, are based in Board- 
man, Ohio. They entered into 
a joint venture with Palestinian 


investors and began manufac¬ 
turing prefabricated construc¬ 
tion materials in Gaza in 
March 1995. The company 
utilizes a patented precast 
building system that expedites 
construction and is capable of 
producing about 440 square 
meters of finished structures a 
day, equivalent to four small 
apartments. The company has 
already completed projects 
throughout Gaza, including a 
new customs post, an addition 
to the local police headquar¬ 
ters, and school rooms in Deir 
al-Balah, and has begun con¬ 
structing a perimeter fence for 
the new airport" 

Bucheit will use OPIC's 
loan, according to the release, 
to purchase new equipment 
and finance working capital 


that will enable the company 
to have enough supplies and 
better control over equipment 
maintenance. 

It added: “Given the great 
construction demand in Gaza, 
this project is particularly 
timely as it helps alleviate the 
shortage of building materials 
and supplies in the area. 
Already employing some 20 
local workers, with the possi¬ 
bility of hiring a total of 120 
people, this venture provides 
needed jobs in an area of high 
unemployment. OPIC’s sup¬ 
port has helped U.S. investors 
enter a new market and also 
supports American jobs as 
the project will use Ameri¬ 
can-made cranes, trucks and 
trailers to help with the con¬ 
struction." ■ 
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illins of bomber is break 


for Israeli secret service 


By Mary Curtius 

L/\ Times-Wtuhingtan Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—The Shin Bet 
isn't claiming responsibility for 
iL bur the assassination or Pal¬ 
estinian bomber Ychiya Ayash 
is the first break in weeks for 
Uriel's secret service, whose 
agents failed to protect Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin from 
an assassin's bullets in 

November. 

"It's n shame that Yitzhak 
didn't live to sec this day.” the 
prime minister's widow. Leah 
Rabin, was quoted as saying of 
Ayash's death. Her comments 
reflected the sense of satisfac¬ 
tion expressed b> many Israelis 
after the news broke that one of 
their most feared and hated 
enemies had apparently fallen 
victim to their once revered but 


recently maligned General 
Security Services, or Shin BeL 

Ayash’s assassination was 
the sort of pinpoint, complex 
operation that Israel's security 
services have built their reputa¬ 
tion on in the Jewish state's 
decades-long struggle against 
Palestinian attacks on civilian 
and military targets. It will do 
much to refurbish the Shin 
Bet's image, badly damaged by 
Rabin's shooting at the hands 
of a Jewish right-wing fanatic. 
Israeli commentators said. 

The Shin Bet is still reeling 
from a state commission of 
inquiry's decision to put six of 
its officers, including the head 
of the service, on notice for 
their potential culpability 
through negligence in Rabin's 
death. Ayash 1 s slaying came as 
the committee nears the end of 
its investigation. 



“(Ayash) was target No. 1— 
noL only for the security ser¬ 
vices, but for the whole state of 
Israelsaid Amnon Abromo- 
vitz. a commentator on security 
affairs for state-run Israel Tele¬ 
vision. Ayash's assassination 
“creates a new public atmos¬ 
phere toward the Shin Bet, 
which is very important" while 
they are facing the commission 
of inquiry,” Abromovitz said. 

“It won’t change the out¬ 
come. but the committee can’t 
ignore the fact that the Shin 
Bet carried this out while they 
are under a very heavy 
inquiry.” 

Ayash, known as “The Engi¬ 
neer'' for his skill at assembling 
bombs used in a string of Pal¬ 
estinian suicide attacks on 
Israelis, died last Friday when a 
cellular phone he was using 
exploded. Israel has neither 
claimed responsibility for 
the killing nor denied 
involvement in it, but the 
oews first broke on Israel 
Radio. Both the self- 
governing Palestinian 
Authority and Hamas, the 
militant Islamic movement 
to which Ayash belonged, 
blamed Israel for the killing. 

During its regular weekly 
Cabinet meeting Saturday, 
the Palestinian Authority 
formally condemned Israel 
for the assassination and 
said that die killing violated 
the Israeli-PLO peace 
accords and Palestinian 
sovereignty. 

Speaking at a rally in the 
West Bank town of Dura, 
Palestine Liberation Organi¬ 
zation Chairman Yasser 
Arafat hailed Ayash as a 
martyr. 

“We have made the peace 
of die brave. We are com¬ 
mitted to it.We ask the other 
side not to violate this 
peace, (not) to enter Pales¬ 
tinian territory in Gaza and 
kill and assassinate the 
straggler, the martyr, 
Yehiya Ayash.” Arafat said. 

“This violates what we 
agreed upon. We ask them 
(the Israelis) to stop tamper¬ 
ing in Palestinian territory." 
Palestinians observed a gen¬ 
eral strike last Sunday as 
part of a three-day formal 
mourning period for Ayash. 
But die Palestinian Author¬ 
ity has declared neither a 


suspension of con- ; Is 

tacts with Israel nor o 

a delay or cancella¬ 
tion of the upcom- a 

ing Palestinian 
elections. •. JH 

The Palestinian J H 

Authority _ AH 

announced' it is n|H 

forming an invest!- 11H 

gative committee, J|H| 

headed by security SHf 

chief Mohammed M nP 

Dahl an and includ- 
ing Hamas leaders, . AmL 

to examine the cir- wl Ri; 

cuinstances of HHHl: 

Ayash's death. The 
Palestinians said j^H 

they have already tI 

arrested five Pales- ; ^ 

tinians suspected of j 

working with Israel j 

to cany out the plot. 

Hamas spokes- 
men declared their 11*159 
informal morator¬ 
ium on attacking Ayattjh 
Israelis over and j 

urged the Palestin- j’ 

ian Authority to return vyhai- 
ever weapons it has confist ated 
from Hamas gunmen In recent 
months. 

“This incident will have a 
very negative impact. The 
period of calm has been ciim- 
pletely blown up,” Haims 
spokesman Jamil H amami srtiid. 
“This killing left the Palestinian 
street frustrated and with a kick 
of confidence in the political 
process. Now, in my assess 



merit, the peace process has 
suffered a blow in terms of its 
credibility on the Palestinian 
street." 

But Israel' political leaders 
brushed aside suggestions that 
the tuning of the assassina¬ 
tion—-coming less than two 
weeks before the scheduled 20 
January Palestinian elections in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
was inappropriate. "There’s no 

riA<arl In nnKr*iM«l 


ing in regard to killing murder¬ 
ers.” said Hagai Merom. chair¬ 
man of the partiamentary For¬ 
eign .Affairs and Defense 
Comm: nee. 

“When ii comes to the strug¬ 
gle against terrorism and the 
crystallzation of a chance to 
kill such an engineer, who was 
one of the most lethal and terri¬ 
ble things that Israel suffered 
' through ir the past few years 

there's not a question of tim¬ 
ing for such a thing,” Merom 
said. “When there is a 
moment, a possibility, one 
can’t sit and take into account 
tiie meaning of elections and 
the hardship this could cause to 
the Palestinian Authority." 

Israel took precautions after 
the killing, sealing off the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip from 
Israel, forbidding Israelis who 
do not live there to travel In the 
territories and putting its secur¬ 
ity farces on a higher state of 
alert both here and abroad. The 
Israelis also suspended joint 
security patrols with the Pales¬ 
tinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

But an Israeli specialist 
Yonah Alexander, said that he 
has no doubt that Hamas or 
Islamic Jihad, will seek 
revenge for Ayash's death. 
“The entire world is a front 
line.” Alexander told Israel 
Radio on Sunday. “It is not a 
question of if (a retaliation 
attack) is going to happen, but 
when and where it is going to 
happen” 

But Alexander, a guest lec¬ 
turer at Tel Aviv University, 
said that {be likelihood of retal¬ 
iation should never deter Israel 
from going after men like 
Avast? _ M 


army wants 


r. ByMary Gurtius^ 

Los Angeles Times 

JERUSALEM — PITY the- Israeli yuppfe who just 
' motifs to hit the oCf-road track !n his four-wheel drive 
vehicle. Although the nation .Is-wealthier and utore at 
peace thanTt has-ever beferi, theArmy just issued a-joh)> 
Ing 'remjuoder that Israel still needs eveb those- lucky 
enough to afford, sui off-road vehicle. Well, it least It 
needs their cars. v . 

fowhattbe Anuy insists far standard -procedure, it 
jretietitiy; sent notices fb. owners pf Land RoyervJeejps, 
Nlssanv To^otas and other , rbur-wbejd drive. vehicles, 
jntormfajg them that In 'times of emergency or national 


The 

Gaza 

house 

where 

Yehiya 

Ayash 

was as- 

sassinat 

ed in. 



ciai ^-rdad.fvehlcle dub with* about 400 actiye teem- 
/ ;bdrsi : Teopteifiied to say:: ^Whatever ffaj^need* ghw 
liheni. Tfiis isour «wnicy^Now, people doni'trfeel^hat 
Way*. ‘ .Ji / Jy -; •• ■.'/ 

' Indeed, some owners went s»thr as to acciise the 


itff? 


• JoTj! 


By Doug Struck 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Ser\'ice 

ISTANBUL—Smoke dimmed 
the air of the Real Eagle cof¬ 
feehouse in a poor working- 
class neighborhood of Istanbul. 
At mid-afternoon, the place 
was full of glum men with no 
jobs. A coal stove only dulled 
the raw cold, and the men sat 
hunched in thick won] coats 
and caps, sipping apple lea and 
smoking. 

Abdul Gafer. 25. leaned 
burly forearms on the rough 
wood table. A skilled mason, 
lie could ask $9 j day when he 
worked, and that was only a 
lew times a week. He could 
barely feed his five children. 
He voted for the Islamic party 
in hopes of a change. “We 
have tried all the other parties. 
It is time to try the Islamists.” 
he said. 

The Islamic party victory in 
the 24 December national elec¬ 
tions startled the establishment 
here, accustomed to a strong 
secular Turkey with a tradition 
of separating religion and state. 

The election results raised 
even more alarm in the West. 
Turkey is an important mem¬ 
ber of N ATO and the base for 
the American-led no-fly zone 
over northern Iraq, it is the 
Europe-friendly . bulwark 
against the rise of Islamic fun¬ 
damentalism and the turmoil of 
the Middle East. 

All of those are called into 
question by the Islamic Refah 
—or Welfare Party—now the 
largest faction in the Pari in- 


Flexing political muscle 


Turkey’s Islamic revolution 


ment. "From now on. Turkey's 
view of the world and the 
world's view of Turkey has 
changed” proclaimed Necrnet- 
tin Erbakan, the party's leader. 

During the campaign, he 
called for "an Islamic United 
Nations, an Islamic NATO and 
an Islamic version of the Euro¬ 
pean Union." He promised to 
abolish interest on money, 
improve relations with Iran and 
Iraq and oppose “world imperi¬ 
alism. Zionism. Israel and the 
handful of champagne-drinking 
collaborators." 

Tansu Ciller, prime minister 
since 1992. called the election 
a choice between "civilization 
and darkness.” Erbakan, a 69- 
ycar old German-trained engi¬ 
neer. has softened his stands 
since the vote. Last week he 
told reporters in Ankara: “We 
have no animosity toward any¬ 
one. Quite the opposite, devel¬ 
oping ail kinds of relations will 
be to the advantage of both 
Turkey and the West” 

But Erbakan's fiery prom¬ 
ises have helped the Welfare 
Party gain in every election 
since 1989. 

This ballot success has 
thrown the Turkish govern¬ 
ment into turmoil. No party 
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Necmettin Erbakan, the l ead er of the Islamic Welfare Party chhirs the crowed into victory 



won a majority. The Welfare 
Party won 21 percent. 


Islam in Turkey: Coming full circle 


ISTANBUL—The Islamic upsurge in Turkey 
comes as Islam's strength grows throughout 
the Middle East. At die Tefik Ciscsi Islamic 
school in the center of Ankara, boys dressed 
in jackets play basketball at recess and go to 
separate classes from girls dressed in uni¬ 
forms and white head scarves. 

Two of the girls—-Soide Dirtier, 16, and 
Kubra Ersin, 15—barely stop for a breath in 
their enthusiastic explanation of why they 
like going to a religious school. 

“My dad cells me that if I wear a scarf on 
my head it will please God,” says Dinler. 
“Four years ago, people couldn't understand 
why 1 was wearing a scarf. Now, more are 
trying to understand.” 

The shortcomings of other public schools 
have parents clamoring to send their children 
to the Islamic school, soys schoolmaster Mus¬ 
tafa Ucuncu. He can accept only four of 10 
applicants. 

Over Ucuncu's desk is a large portrait of 


Mustafa Kama! Atamric. the founder of mod¬ 
em Turkey. 

When he began the republic in l923„ Ata- 
turk vehemently rejected the Mam ie trap¬ 
pings of the old Ottoman Empire that ruled, 
the Middle East and parts of Europe for 
more than five centuries. 

He moved the capital from its splendid 
Ottoman headquarters in Istanbul .to. die rela¬ 
tive backwater of Ankara. He banned the 
“fez” hat, arid the bead scarf for women, 
changed the written script from Arabic to 
Latin, replaced die Islamic code with Swiss 
laws, and shunned Islam's Friday day of 
prayer to create a Western-style weekend of 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Ataturk died in 1938, but he still is widely 
venerated. His imposing mausoleum on a 
bill overlooking Ankara is a shrine for new¬ 
lyweds and vacationers. ■ 

LA Times-Washington 
Post News Service 


The conservative but secular 
Motherland Party was a close 
second with 19.65 percent fol¬ 
lowed by G tier's True Path 
Party with 19 percent. 

Until some combination of 
parties join to form a majority 
coalition, Turkey limps along 
wife a caretaker government. 
Ciller and the other secular 
party leaders are negotiating to 
form a coalition without Refah. 
Whatever fee outcome. Erba¬ 
kan's 158 Parliament members 
will be major players. 

“Whether Refah Is in the 
government or not it*s going to 
have an impact on domestic 
and foreign policy." says a 
Western envoy in Ankara. 
"The other parties are going to 
be more solicitous of Islam.” 

Turkey is 99 percent Mus¬ 
lim. Reminders of its place as 
ruler of fee lasL great Islamic 
empire punctuate the skyline 
of every major city—stunning 
round-roofed mosques wife 
multiple minarets that reach 
gracefully heavenward. Yet fee 


Ciller in better days 


image of Islam in Turkey is of 
a more nonchalant, nonthreat¬ 
ening version than fee Islam of 
fri: dour Shiite mullahs in Iran, 
or) the anxious Introverts of 
St^udi Arabia. Many of Tur¬ 
key >'s Muslims drink. They cel- 
ebr ate the Western New Year 
hoi iday. They don’t talk about 
the West as Satan. 

‘j Islam is an Arab religion, 
and Arab culture. The Turkish 
me ill tali ty is different,” argues 
Seri Tashan, director of fee. 
Fb coign Policy Institute in 
Ankara. “We treat Islam like a 
religion, just like Catholics or 
Pro iestants, not a way of life ” 
Abe lulls Gul disagrees. “The 
elitists in -Turkey are out of 
touch wife their own people,” 
say a Gul. vice chairman of 
Refah. “They had their chance 
in pi ower. Now Refah is going 
up." 

Id a small rural mosque in 
the irnuddy outskirts of Istanbul. 
Omu r Vanlioglu sits cross- 
leggi ’d on a carpet, stroking his 
wild grav beard under a white 


turban. “Every day. there are 
more people coming to fee 
mosque. Just as the farmers 
and peasants are coming to 
Islam, so, eventually, will fee 
deputies in Parliament and the 
government,” he says. 

Ibrahim Topai, 37, a restau¬ 
rant owner near Izmir, is an 
enthusiastic supporter of Tur¬ 
key's Western-looking vision. 

‘The religion should be for 
the people themselves, not fee 
government,” he says. Adds 
his wife, Gul Topai, a teacher 
Too many people talk about 
religion. We don't need more 
preachers. We need more doc¬ 
tors and teachers and 
engineers.*’ 

Islamic supporters in Turkey 
say the secular government has 
discriminated against Muslims. 
“There is no freedom of belief 
in Turkey," says Yasemin 
Keskin. 20, in a suburban 
house in Istanbul. She is cov¬ 
ered in a black gown, save for 
her hands and an opening in 
the cloth that frames a delicate 


face. “We are not permitted to 
(take off work to) pray on Fri¬ 
days. We are not permitted to 
go to a university if we cover 
our heads.” 

Many remain wary of mix¬ 
ing religion and politics. At fee 
grand Kocatepe Mosque in 
Ankara, said to be fee largest 
in Turkey, Sabri Unal, 55, 
trudges through drizzling rain 
to pray', as he does five times a 
day. He thinks little of fee 
Welfare Party. 

“Refah will not be good for 
Islam,” he says. “If they form 
a government and have prob¬ 
lems. then it will be blamed on 
Islam. The Muslim religion is 
between God and a person. He 
doesn't need a party in 
between.” 

Sharef Kilic, 23. does sup¬ 
port Refah. He is a custodian 
at fee mosque, and carries his 
prayer rug and wears an 
Islamic knitted skullcap. 

“An Islamic government 
will be better,” he says. Bui 
even Kilic dismisses the 


West’s nightmares about an 
Islamic Turkey. “It wouldn’t be 
like Iran," he scoffs. “This is 
Turkey." 

In fact, election analysts say 
as much as half of Refah’s 21 
percent vote came not from 
ardent Islamists, but from those 
protesting the failure of the 
other parties to curb Turkey's 
80 percent annual inflation and 
chronic unemployment. 

They want economic change, 
not strict Islamic law—called 
- fee Shariah. 

“! can't even get people to 
buckle their seat belt. They sure 
aren't going to follow the Sha¬ 
riah,” laughs taxi driver Mus¬ 
tafa Akbaruk. 

TUrkey is seeing a mass 
migration from the countryside 
to the big dries. Many of those 
migrants, like Gafer and fee 
men in the Rea] Eagle coffee¬ 
house, came from rural south¬ 
eastern Turkey only to find 
themselves stuck in poverty in 
Shantytowns or bleak housing 
projects outside fee big cities. 

Most politicians have, only 
paid them lip service, they 
complain. The Welfare Party 
honed a grass-roots approach 
that would impress a Chicago 
ward boss. The party gradually 
has won control of more than 
400 Local governments in 
Turkey. 

Gurkan Ceylon. 27, is a doc¬ 
tor in fee free medical clinic 
opened after the Welfare Party 
won the local election in 1994. 

“People know that Refah is 
helping people, and not just 
coming around at times of elec¬ 
tion like the other parties,” he 
said. 

Seeing such examples, many 
in Turkey are less fearful of the 
Islamic party than those in the 
West Some say the answer to 
their growing power is to give 
them a chance to bead fee 
government. 

“The economic situation of 
fee country is such feat 
whoever takes over is not going 
to get far.” said Ilnur Cevik, 
editor of the Turkish Daily j 
News, in an interview. “If fee 
Islamic party were given a 
chance to run fee government, 
in the next election they would 
lose. 

“If you just write them off. 
you leave this myth that if the 
Islamists came to power they 
would have done it better.” ■ 
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ByWilliain Drozdiak 

LA Times- Washinion Post 
Newsservice . 

FRANCOIS MITTERRAND, 
prance’s former president 
grbose remarkable intellectual 
powers , and Machiavellian 
■ political skills propelled his 
ascent as one of Europe’s most 
prominent leaders in the fetter 
part of the 20 th century, died 
Monday of prostate cancer. He 
was 79 years old. 

Unlike his nemesis, Charles 
de Gaulle, who claimed to be 
inspired and driven by a singu¬ 
lar vision of France, Mitterrand 
often changed his views and 
: convictions with astonishing 

5 pobd: He relished pragmatism 
over grandiose ideals, and that 
trait alone helped him survive 
long stretches in the political 

wilderness. 

“My strategy is to have only 
taencs,” Mitterrand said, 
explaining the frequent course 
corrections—rftom conserva¬ 
tism to socialism and back to 
something in the middle— 
through a career that baffled 
and infuriated friends and foes 
•f jite. In later years, he became 
.known . as “The Sphinx” 
because of'bis enigmatic and 
unpredictable nature. 

. Mitterrand was elected presi¬ 
dent in 1981 and 1988. His 14 
years in office, which ended 
last May when, already seri¬ 
ously ID, he handed the reins of 
power to rival Jacques Chirac, 
made him thfe longest-serving 
Bench president in history. 

As the most visible compo¬ 
nent of his legacy. Mitterrand 
leaves behind a series of mam¬ 
moth building projects that 
Ranged the face of Paris— 
IM. Pei’s glass pyramid in the 
courtyard of the Louvre, the 
meat modernistic arch at La 
Defense commercial develop- 


Francois Mitterrand dead at age 79 


A leader who 




mark 


on European history 



Forging an alliance with Kohl 


meat, the new Bastille opera 
house, the new National 
Library. Critics said these pro¬ 
jects reflected Mitterrand's 
grandiose sense of his place in 
French histopr; others praised 
his contribution to one of the 
world's most civilized cities. 

As news of his demise 
spread, praise for Mitterrand's 
political achievements poured 
m from fellow politicians. They 
were ied by a salute from Chi¬ 
rac,’ who hailed in particular 
Mitterrand's quest for unity 
among European nations— 
especially between France and 
Germany. 

“He advanced the construc¬ 
tion of Europe with determina¬ 
tion." said Chirac. “A great fig¬ 
ure has left, and I salute him 
with emotion and with 
respect.” 

“Not only France but the 
United States and the entire 
world benefited from his lead¬ 
ership,” said President Clinton. 
“He was a man of vision whose 
strength helped bring Europe 
and die West through a period 
of tough confrontation to the 
peaceful, undivided Europe wc 
are building today.” 

“Europe has lost a great 
statesman. ... I mourn for a 
good friend,” said German 
Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, who worked 
closely with Mitterrand 
to forge the Maastricht 
Treaty on European 
union. 

Mitterrand is to be 
buried Thursday morn¬ 
ing in a private funeral 
in the southwestern 
town of Jarnac. where 
he was bom. Georges 
Kiejman, his close 
friend and a former jus¬ 
tice minister, said Mit¬ 
terrand did not want a 
state funeral. However, 
a ceremony will be 
held in Paris on Thurs¬ 
day, which has been 
declared a national day 
of mourning, to allow 
the public to pay trib¬ 
ute to the former presi¬ 
dent, the Reuter news 
agency reported. 



Mitterrand 
took a special 
delight in politi¬ 
cal ' theatrics, 
whether it 
involved laying a 
single red rose at 
the crypt of 
Socialist Party 
founder Jean 
Jau res in the 
wake of his elec¬ 
tion as president 
in 1981, or mak¬ 
ing a surprise trip 
to Sarajevo when 
the Serb siege 
severed the Bos¬ 
nian capital from 
the outside world. 

The author of 
10 books, Mitter¬ 
rand was fond of 
literary life and 
would often 
prowl the book¬ 
stores near his 
Left Bank apart¬ 
ment or the Ely- 
see presidential 
palace. He would 
reach for Montes- A daring visit to Sarajevo 
quicu and Plato 
as his preferred reading and 
was so well steeped in the les- opposed to 
sons of Europe’s war-tom past an “ serve ^ } 

that George Bush once eminent nui 

remarked that he knew of no chaotic polid 

other leader with Mitterrand’s postwar Four 

grasp of history. H . e rapidly 

But he was also a man of utnoon as a 
worldly passions, with an trim bis sails 
intense love of travel, golf, fine prevailing pc 
cuisine and attractive women, bis career wa 
He reveled in the beauty of the by France's 
French landscape, taking long Algeria in th 

woodsy walks in the company interior mini! 

of friends and family near his negotiate wit 

retreat in Latchc, a village in a decision i 

southwestern France. down the p: 

Nonetheless, it was his that would 

extraordinary political odyssey country, 

that will earn Mitterrand a spe- Once his • 
cial niche in history next to de returned to p 

Gaulle as one of the most shifted Franc 

influential politicians to shape of Algerian ii 

France’s destiny in this terrand seem 

century. politician. A 

After flirting with the ultra- notorious “O 

nationalist right during his sru- appeared to c 

dent days in Paris before World in his coffin. 

War EL Mitterrand became a • ridicule and 
key centrist figure vehemently credibility. 


V4 great figure has left’ 


opposed to the Communists 
and served 11 times as a gov¬ 
ernment minister during the 
chaotic political jumble of the 
postwar Fourth Republic. 

He rapidly solidified his rep¬ 
utation as a man prepared to 
trim his sails according to the 
prevailing political winds. But 
his career was nearly swamped 
by France's colonial crisis in 
Algeria in the early 1950s. As 
interior minister, he refused to 
negotiate with Algerian rebels, 
a decision that took France 
down the path toward a war 
that would traumatize the 
country. 

Once his enemy de Gaulle 
returned to power in 1958 and 
shifted French policy in favor 
of Algerian independence, Mit¬ 
terrand seemed finished as a 
politician. A year later, the 
notorious “Observatory affair” 
appeared to drive the final nail 
in his coffin, subjecting him to 
ridicule and shattering his 
credibility. 


Kozyrev abandons 
Yeltsin’s ship 


:he lai-urei-- By Lee Hockstader 

ies to curl? I uT j_ Times-Washington Post News Sen'ice 

• annua! infijfc 4 - ■ 

sempio'mens MOSCOW—Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, whose 

■m econo mi l‘ friendly overtures to the West earned him the hatred of Commu- 

", i 1," h\»—nuts, and nationalists at'home, resigned Friday and joined the 
lsu ‘ ' •' swelling ranks of liberals forced from President Boris Yeltsin's 

b- government. 

l ever, efi y# rj . w q] now take up the seat in the Russian parliament that he 
ir sets bell Tnr;- - won "last month, representing the Arctic Circle city of 
folU ' 1 Murmansk. .Kozyrev's resignation, which had been 
tax; & widely expected since Yeltsin all but promised to 
..fire-him;testialL probably does not signal any 
“ K- , js nigof shift in Russian foreign policy. It does, 

is >e- r *c however, rid Yeltsin of a political liability as the 
from ifo- presidential election scheduled for June 

like Grfff **:■ V«ieie- was 'ho statement Friday from Kozy- 

j, ^ rev, who Is vacationing near Moscow. Nor 

" ^ ^ -JjrJ yi. did the Kremlin comment on a replacement. W 

T1C m “ V , P i What was most remarkable was that Kozy- ?I| m 1®-! 

urke>_ <>«•.* ^ - rev.managed-to last this long. Many foreign 

> stuck ^ P 1 '.' : policy analysts had confidently predicted his 

ns or r!c'^ fl imminent demise starting in mid-1992. 
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est-serving member of Yeltsin's Cabinet, Kozy- 
' rev, 44, had -'been vilified by conserva- 
fives and liberals alike. He began by I 

-declaring ami-Americanism a l 

“telic of tire past” and delighting j 

diplomats in . Washington and V. 

Europe with his fluent English, V JVl 

manners and pro-Western J 

•' ■(& Waslnngton, White Housed • \ /* 

press-secretary Mike McCuny said, \ \\ \ j 

.TTwe are no indications from the \ \\ J £ 

Yehsin government that they have V 
changed their views on domestic mat- 

tea. or foreign affairs,”.adding /V __ 

.^hat ; -“we have worked closely a / A / 

;*Sr; (Kozyievj in a spirit of f j £W / 

P®tpttship.”). 5 ( ( /( 

' =Kdiyrev was born in Brussels, £ \ 

J? son of a Soviet diplomat, and | \ J j ‘ 

became'a diplomat himself at ? I// Sf I 

."^Tfpennng almost bred to be | /^J I 

foreign nrinister. s // j I 

Bat to the old guard, who will fji \((j X ' 

Ruinate the new parliament that * / / 

. ^nyenes next week, Kozyrev | J^opgglggtl / 

an upstart who sold Russia | | 

to the West by cozying up lo i 
Washington in the name of part- *■ fey Jfjy 
joalrip and “new thinking” in $ / fary. 

me eariy Yeltsin era. | S ji 

. 'Stung by the criticism and | / 

mindful of tbe political currents, | 

Kozyrev became more assertive I 
9 f traditional Russian interests, | 

5 ^*caally after the strong show- o [y\|[ JwtBl ^*B 8 

® 6 E ultranationalist Vladimir 
*firinp vsky m 1993 parti ament ary 
*teriidiis.. 

: But the shift earned Kozyrev no friends, liberals looked on him 
.*s a spineless traitor, especially after he backed the bloody war in 
Chechnya last winter. Conununists and nationatists never stopped 
. plaining him for what they saw as foe humiliation of Russia s 


diminished starus. 

In recent months, his only real ally was Yeltsin. And with presi¬ 
dential elections in view. Kozyrev had become too great a political 
problem for Yeltsin. 

“He has passed the point when he has given up pan of his iden¬ 
tity," said Andrei Zagcrski. a leading foreign policy analyst here. 
“He was having to pursue a foreign policy course that he was not 
designing or even supporting very much.” 

His resignation Friday was made pubiic just hours before the 
. deadline for newly elected iaw’makers to 

declare their intentions either to take their 
seats or give them up for a government 
-*post. While his starus in parliament will 
not be as great as it has been, at least 
Kozyrev will have gained some job 

Ht tllily: S?@ security. 

recent months his position as for- 
M eign minister bad been badly undercut 
t ^ 1 not only by Yeltsin’s expressions of no 
\ confidence but also by competitors in 
^fo e Gremlin and Defense Ministry. 

WjSM/ Yeltsin and his aides said foreign 
\/§P/ policy would be their own domain. 
IjE/ Defense Minister Pavel Grachev 
represented Russia's interests at 
NATO, where he negotiated Rus- 
: ^ x sia's participation in the Bosnia 

if peacekeeping mission, as well 

CaT as on a trip to Israel, without 

Sf consulting Kozyrev or even 
J ^ / / reporting to him. 

csllF' ~\ The Balkan conflict was 

J a particular problem for the 

< beleaguered foreign 

W\/ / i' f minister. 

« 7 J .> Nationalists in Russia 

yC were infuriated when 

NATO warplanes attacked 
\ Serb positions in Bosnia last 

I year, and even more incensed 

^ 1 —' J&jg&iM? that Moscow lacked the Utility 

to do anything about iL With 
\ \ each fresh attack, they blamed 

V j Ultimately. Yeltsin was also 

p j \ J put on the defensive, and he too 

\ /] \ V made Kozyrev a scapegoaL 

\ v y •_ [ \ Gradually, Russian foreign 

V \ policy turned more nationalist 

1) \J and more suidenL Kozyrev 
1 —A harshly denounced NATO's 

j j -—y % plans to expand its membership 

I w" t0 ,nc ^ u ^ e some Moscow's 

J former Warsaw Pact allies in 

Hasrem Europe. And he warned 
' J iBffiSj gg'' that Russia was prepared to use 
force to protect the rights of eth- 
T nic Russians living in former 
JfBF iS«n S,! Soviet republics. 

‘ ANDREI KO.ZYREU nara “ ,? f P°® bte 

replacements tor Kozyrev have 

been rumored for months. They 
include Dmitri Ryurikov. a Kremlin foreign policy aide who is 
close to Yeltsin: Anatoly Adaroishin, a veteran diplomat who cur¬ 
rently is ambassador in London; Vladimir Lukin, a prominent law¬ 
maker who was ambassador in Washington until 1993: and Yuli 
Vorontsov, who is now ambassador in Washington. ■ 


Russia’s 
For elfin Minister 
ANDREI KOZYREV 


Mitterrand claimed that he 
was being targeted for assassi¬ 
nation. and one night his car 
was tailed and shot at by uni¬ 
dentified gunmen in Paris. He 
escaped over the rail of the 
Observatory garden unharmed. 
Later, a police inquiry led to 


the arrest oi a yogurt salesman, 
who insisted Mitterrand had 
hired him. to carry out the 
attack in the hope it would 
revive his political fortunes. 

Mitterrand said he was being 
smeared by Gaullist enemies, 
but the case was dropped and 



With Gorbachev 


the truth was never established. 

It was a humiliating episode 
that would have destroyed 
many politicians, but Mitter¬ 
rand again showed his uncanny 
ability" to bounce back from 
apparent disaster. He moved 
into the leadership vacuum of 
the unti-Gaultist opposition and 
eventually took over the reins 
of the nearly defunct Socialist 
Party by shifting his loyalty to 
the left.’ 

Soon he emerged as the 
champion of the united left, 
linking the Socialists in an 
uneasy alliance with the Com¬ 
munists. In 1981, after two 
failed tries at the presidency, 
he defeated Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing to realize, at age 64. 
his lifelong ambition of becom¬ 
ing France's head of state. 

Once in power, he showed 
no compunction about embrac¬ 
ing positions that he had once 
excoriated. 

After chastising de Gaulle 
for developing France's inde¬ 
pendent nuclear program when 
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in opposition.. Mitterrand 
became one o> its staunchest 
defenders as a president who 
upheld France's role as a mid¬ 
dleweight nuclear power. 

When the French economy 
was threatened by capital flight 
after foe left took power, he 
reversed course with austere 
policies that jettisoned Socialist 
dogma and restored faith in the 
franc. 

In his second seven-year 
term, which began in 1988. 
Mitterrand sought to consoli¬ 
date his place in history by 
effecting two main accomplish¬ 
ments that he hoped would dis¬ 
tinguish him from de Gaulle: 
establishing a stronger working 
relationship with "the United 
Slates and forging an unbreaka¬ 
ble bond with Germany as the 
axis of a more unified Europe. 

On these matters, too. his 
actions could appear contradic¬ 
tory. He often criticized Ameri¬ 
can leadership of the Western 
alliance as too surly and arro¬ 
gant, yet invariably backed 
Washington in times of crisis. 

His 1983 speech at the Ger¬ 
man Bundestag advocating the 
deployment of Pershing 11 and 
cruise nuclear missiles in Ger¬ 
many outraged his Socialist 
colleagues and provided wel¬ 
come support for the conserva¬ 
tive governments of Kohl and 
President Ronald Reagan. He 
also backed the Gulf War and 
sent French troops to fight 
alongside the Americans. 

In 1989, when the Berlin 
Wall started to tumble, Mitter¬ 
rand flew to East Berlin and 
later Kiev, dismissing the 
notion of German unification 
and declaring that Europe's 
balance of power must be sus¬ 
tained. But he artfully managed 
to prevent his mistaken judg¬ 
ment from impairing his long¬ 
standing partnership with Kohl. 

Apart from pragmatism, Mit¬ 
terrand's two terms as presi¬ 
dent also witnessed startling 
displays of venality. After vow¬ 
ing that the left would usher in 
a new era of political morality, 
the Socialist governments 
became enmeshed in a succes¬ 
sion of corruption scandals that 
disenchanted voters and forced 
Mitterrand to share power 
twice during his tenure—from 
1986 to 1988 and from 1993 to 
1995—with the conservative 
opposition. 

Mitterrand's personal tastes 
as president could verge on the 
monarchic. His obsession with 
royal prerogatives, critics say, 
impelled him to launch multi- 
billion-doilar building projects, 
such as the Arch at La 
Defense, the Louvre pyramid 
and the National Library, that 
would serve as monuments to 
his presidency. ■ 


Analysis: 

End seems near for 
Conservatives’ long ru 


By William D. Montalbano Parlia 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service Thi 

new c 

LONDON— US President Carter was contemplating a sec- Majoi 
ond term when Britain's Conservatives swept to office tion t 

behind Margaret spring 

Thatcher in 1979. Now, almost 17 years and three presi- The 
dents later, the end seems near for the Tories' remarkable Majoi 
run. as mu 

A victim of time. Prime Minister John Major is a conspic- wantii 
uous lame duck. He could be forced inter early general elec- hand, 
dons this year —with every prospect of losing. 

M^jor succeeded Thatcher in 1990 and won an election of 
his own two years later. But sagging popularity and feuding 
among divided and disillusioned Conservatives have cut to 
the bone both Major's parliamentary majority and 
his longevity prospects. 

As a result, policies as fundamental to the \ 

national future as Britain's role in Europe /" | j 

and the fate of the delicate Northern Irish ^ 
peace process are now hostage to Major's / 
lukewarm friends—and his hungry-eyed 
enemies. 

Emma Nicholson, a 54-year-old pro- 
Europe moderate, personifies the ' i^i 

mood of rebellion and the internecine 
anger it is stoking among the belea- 
guered Tories. 

When Nicholson entered politics 21 
years ago, her party choice was plain: Her 
father had been a Conservative member of ;■ 

Parliament for 30 years. Representing Devon 
In western England, Nicholson rose stead- 
Oy, at one point serving as a deputy leader 

of a party that held a 141- J/ttm 

seat majority in the 651- _ 

member House of Com- 

moos during Thatcher's ^ 

heyday. ^ 

But last week, as the year 

turned, so did Nicholson: She 

spectacularly defected from the ■ " 

conservatives, denouncing the party’s 
waffling on Europe and Its increasingly 

Major’s government, Nicholson said, “seems para- 
lyzed by indecision, waiting for an election which can- LBQCfJj 
not long be delayed and relying increasingly on the 
worst, hard-faced popular instincts of peo- 
pie who would have been no 
more than a small and disre- 
garded right-wing pressure 
group in the Tory party I „ 

Switching allegiance, J|| jigg. ^ 

Nicholson joined the cen- 

!Sf t «,li ber !L P 6 ? 0 *! 315 ’ British Prime Minister JOB 

the third party in the Commons. 


Parliament to bolt to the opposition Labor Party. 

This week, rumors around Westminster told of possible 
new defections, as many as half a dozen by some guesses. 
Major scoffed at the reports. He vows there will be no elec¬ 
tion before the term he won in 1992 expires naturally in 
spring 1997. 

The numbers do not favor him, though. On the one hand. 
Major trails Labor’s squeaky-clean, new-face Tony Blair by 
as much as 30 percent in the polls, a powerful reason for 
wanting an election later rather than sooner. On the other 
hand, both on political and actuarial grounds Major must 

reckon to lose his 
parliamentary con- 
;V V ' trol sooner rather 
;y‘ .than later. 

tors where. Even if 

drift the balance, 
leath Ukely ^ wiU in 

dier on with a minor¬ 
ity government, ana- 

now, he can no 
victory on votes to 


*° its European 

The closer Europe 

/ iP i 1:00111,011 currency, 
da, .[ , 

r tL ^ " land. And, as a first priority, they 

British Prime Minister JOHN MAJOR implacably oppose peace taikc that 


Sign of the distressed Tory times: Nicholson’s desertion 
triggered truckloads of scorn and personal abuse, much of 
it laden with sexism, from her former colleagues. 

“The barrage has been extraor dinar y and disproportion¬ 
ate,” laments analyst Polly Toynbee. 

Nicholson's switch was the second humiliating defection 
in three months for Major’s party. In October, rebel Alan 
Howarth made history, becoming the first Tory member of 


include representatives of the terrorist 
Irish Republican Army. 

Major’s ministers vow not to play political favorites in 
Ulster. Analysts wonder, though, if the thirst for parliamen¬ 
tary support will undercut face-saving attempts to soften 
Major’s demand for the pre-talks surrender of IRA weap¬ 
ons; that is the sticking point in a peace quest now danger¬ 
ously stalled. ■ 
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Amman magazine 
features culture , arts 

• THE LATEST issue (no. 19) of the Axabtc-language monthly 
cultural magazine '‘Amman’* is now available, featuring a variety 
of culture and art topics. The issue includes articles, features and 
literary texts presented artistically. 

Since it was first established, each issue of the magazine has fo¬ 
cused on one of the scenic sites of Jordan looking at them with an 
artistic eye. In the current issue, Ghazi A1 Thibah writes about Ja- 
bal A1 Lweibdeh. presenting the history and archaeology of this aiv- 
dem part of Amman. 

It also includes an article on the work of Jordanian painter Ra£q 
A1 Lahham. an interview with the Lebanese poet Suleiman A1 
Esa, a feature on the dty of Riyadh, and a study on the mythology 
of Jordan valley. 

There ate also critical essays and reviews of the theatre and the 
literary scene. The monthly magazine focuses on the latest cultural 
activities in Jordan and newly released books. 



THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 


Ousama, starring Nadim Sawalha 

An Islamic view of the Crusades 


By Harry Pollens 

Special To The Star 

AT THE Nabil and Hisham 
theater, the realities of the hor¬ 
rendous European crusades in 
this region come to life in the 
outstanding mono-dramatic 
performance by veteran Na- 
dim Sawalha in a historical 
play entitled Ousama. 

During the play, the audi¬ 
ence is not only taken back 
through centuries, but is 
thrilled and snocked by certain 
revelations of the period. 

The play Ousama is based 
on the memoirs of Ousama 
Ibn Manqith, a 12th century 
Muslim nobleman, poet, warri¬ 
or and diplomat who was bom 
in 1095, four years before the 
conquest of Jerusalem by the 
Crusaders. 

His memoirs, which are a 
strong testament to his vitality 
and spirit, offer a vivid ac¬ 
count of his heroism, the 
bloody battles he fought, and 
the physical injuries he sus¬ 
tained in those crusading bat¬ 
tles. But yet. amazingly he 
writes of his enemies with 
amusement rather than hatred, 
despite the military threat they 
posed. Ousama's descriptions 
of the bizarre Frankish behav¬ 
ior during the crusades reflect, 
ironically enough, contempo¬ 
rary situations of confrontation 
between nations across what 
appears to be aH impassable 
divide. 

The revelations, though of¬ 
ten bitter, brutal and'green " 
some, are revived humorously 
by first-rate actor Nadim Saw¬ 
alha. He clearly depicted ther~ 
extent of the European aggres¬ 
sion and fanaticism that inflict¬ 
ed upon Ousama’s people im¬ 
mense suffering, as well as the 
cultural conflicts and racial 
suspicions of those times. 

The legendary figure Salah 
A1 Din is brought to life in tbe 
play. He befriended Ousama, 
and installed him in a palace 
in Damascus where Ousama 
became a great literary figure. 
The crusades remain one of 



tbe most brutal and mysterious 
phenomena in human history. 
The passions that drove tens of 
thousands of Europeans horn 
their homeland on horseback 
and foot are still being re¬ 
searched today in history 
books. Modem day historians 
have argued that the main rea¬ 
sons were neither fervor nor 
piety, but greed and ambition. 

As a result of the Crusaders* 
ideals, besmirched by cruelty 
and looting, that period in Mid¬ 
dle Ages is referred to as the 
time when thousands of Euro¬ 
pean noblemen, vagabonds, 
peasants, clergymen and lech¬ 


ers stitched the red cross upon 
their mantles and set off to 
drive the Saxacen from Jerusa¬ 
lem in the name of Jesus 
ChrisL 

Nadim who talked exten¬ 
sively with European histori¬ 
ans about the crusaders, be¬ 
lieves that the crusaders had 
selfish motives. 

He told The Star be chose 
the play because it reflects 
with his beliefs and it is some¬ 
how symbolic of himself 
’Though Ousama and myself 
still have a problem in under¬ 
standing each other” he said. 
“I also wanted to give the Is¬ 


lamic point of view a hearing 
through the memoirs of Ousa¬ 
ma. as it is hardly ever pre¬ 
sented, for we have seen so 
much from the Christian point 
of view about the Crusades.” 

Ousama. directed by Corin 
Redgrave, was written by 26 
year-old Sara Salih, whose 
father is a well-known writer. 
The play is designed for an in¬ 
ternational audience and 
aimed at the West, said Na¬ 
dim, “but it’s pleasant to see 
that the Amman audience has 
more appreciation for it.” 

Nadim Is part of a big tbeat- 1 
rical family. His brother. Na- j 
bfl Sawalha is one of the crea- i 
tors of the Jordan's theater of ' 
political satire. > Nadira's 
daughters Julia and Nadia are 
actresses. Julia was awarded 
the best TV artist in 1993. 

After studying drama in 
England, be worked as an ac¬ 
tor, radio producer and j 
scriptwriter for the BBC Over- l 
seas Service, and also exten- . 
siveiy in theater, television 
and cinema. 

Nadim has participated in 
many movies including Tbe 
Wind and the Lion, Sinbad 
and the Eye of the Tiger, and 
two Bond films. ■ 


Joined concert led by 
world-renown conductor 


ON SUNDAY, 14 January and under the pat-, 
ronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Huss¬ 
ein, the National Music Conservatory/Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation will launch the first of its 
1996 series of versatile music activities with a 
concert featuring the Orchestra of die National 
Music Conservatory and the Orchestra of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces under the baton of in- 
ytematloanJiy renowned American visiting 
conductor Dr Charles Ausbacher. 

The concert will be held at the Royal Ball¬ 
room of the Philadelphia Hotel in cooperation 
with the American Center. 

Most recently. Ansbacher conducted the 
Sarajevo Philharmonic Orchestra in Sarajevo 
New Year’s Eve Concert which'was aired live 


on Oi a nnel 2 of.Jordan Television as well as 
50 other television networks. 

Tbe program of the concert will feature 
L’Ariesienne by Bizet, Hungarian Dances by 
Brahms, Die Fledermaus and Radetzky March 
by J. Strauss, Piano Concerto No. 24 by Mo¬ 
zart, West Side Story by Bernst e in and Stars 
and Stripes by Sousa. 

Both the Orchestra of the National Music 
Conservatory and the Orchestra of the Jordani¬ 
an Aimed Forces have made numerous public 
performances under the baton of their resident 
conductors as well as conductors from abroad, 
this concert is the third of its kind to combine 
the two orchestras ■ 


Omar Sharif returns home 


Horizon Kuwait Sc Azzfld 

Forging a strong 
partnership 

HORIZON 

.Tie Afcerfiriij k Caanjulcitia* Kclwcfc 


HORIZON ADVERTISING begins to celebrate early as it 
approaches its 20th anniversary. A new partnership with the 
Kuwait owned and based Azzad company gives Horizon Kuwait a 
i forceful push into the new year. Since the beginning of 1996, 
Horizon and Azzad look forward to a new market place in Kuwait 

Azzad is a Kuwaiti Catering and Services Company represented 
by foe board of directors; Al Sbaya, A) NaBsL, Al Besharah, 
Bukhamseen, Al Salem, and Marafie, better known as their 1979 
‘Kuwait Hotel Owners Association*. Today this company covers 
a wide range of objectives including the trade, import, export of 
all kinds of food and commodity items, catering for hotels, restau¬ 
rants and industrial catering, laundry services, establishing super¬ 
markets and food stores. 

I Commenting on die new partnership. Horizon Chairman and 
! CEO, Rafic Saadeh said, “Kuwait is where Saad Hajawi and I 
started our agency. Horizon. Tbe future looks good and we’re 
ready to give it all we can.” 

Saad Hajawi who has been MD of Horizon Jordan since 1990, 
will return to Kuwait as Managing Director. “Kuwait is a market I 
have serviced for almost twenty years. I’m looking forward to the 
challenge of the next twenty years.” 

Horizon hosted a special reception celebrating the new partner¬ 
ship at the elegant Le Meridien Hotel in Kuwait City. Speaking at 
tbe reception Hajawi said, “We’re proud to announce our new 
partnership of HorizonfAzzadL The unity of professional regional 
network and one of the most prominent business groups in 
Kuwait. Today we race the global challenge of the 21st century, 
the challenge to meet change at a faster pace than ever before. 
We’re ready to face the future through the strength that lies in our 
unity." Attending the reception were key figures from Azzad, cli¬ 
ents, members of tbe media, industry suppress,, arid Horizon coN.. 
leagues and friends. ■ 

New UNICEF 
Regional Director 
appointed 

ON WEDNESDAY, January 3, Mr. Farid Rahman assumed 
his dnties as Regional Director of the Amman-based UNICEF ' 
Middle East and North Africa Regional Office (MENARO), 
succeeding Mrs. Sarojini Vlttachi who retired on November 
30,1995. 

P rior to his appointment to this post Mr. Rahman served as 
UNICEF Representative in Beijing, China since 1992. Before 
that he w as 
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INTERNATIONAL MOVIE 
star Omar Sharif said that he 
plans to take up permanent res¬ 
idency in Cairo in the near 
future. 

Sharif, who is presently 
staying at the Sheraton Cairo 
hotel said, “ I am tired of liv¬ 
ing tbe life of an expatriate and 
only staying in Egypt as a visi¬ 
tor, soon I will move into my 
Cairo apartment to settle 
down.” 

Sharif had chosen Paris as 
his place of residence prior to 
returning to Cairo. He 
explained this choice by saying 
that it was the only place 
where he rents and does not 
own a home. 

“Initially I tried to live in the 
United States, but after a few 
years I felt that I did not like 
that country. I like to lead a 
quite and slow life, which is 
possible in Paris which is also 
ideally located in the center of 
Europe,” Sharif said. 


Sharif is happy 
about his decision 
to move to Cairo 
and says,”Most of 
my real friends are 
Egyptian with 

friendships that 

lasted for over forty 
yean and I am very 
happy about return¬ 
ing to Egypt 
because there 1 find 
the genuine warmth 
I missed in my 
European 
relationships." 

Asked about his 
movie career. Sharif 
said that he did not 
receive any serious 
offers yet chat 
would compel him 
to work in Egypt. 

He added that all 
that has been pub¬ 
lished in the Egyptian media 



know from where the media 


about him planning to shoot a received that idea, 
film is not true and he did not In regards to 


did not 


In regards to his future 


plans in Egypt he said,” I am 
looking at an offer by Maro- 
douh Lai thy, director of tele¬ 
vision production, to star in a 
series for the first time.” He 
said that he might agree to 
star in the show once he has 
completed reading the part 
and felt a true interaction with 
iL 

The series revolves around 
a psychiatrist whose wife 
leaves him to many an 
upcoming businessman. 
Sharif would star alongside 
famous Egyptian actors. 

The Egyptian* media 
repotted that Sharif plans to. 
invest some of bis funds in a 
tourism project on the Red 
Sea. 

Sharif started in a number 
of Egyptian movies as well as 
his roles in famous interna¬ 
tional movies such as Law¬ 
rence of Arabia and Doctor 
Zhivago ■ ' 


Represents 

five in 0 jm 

g- unicef f# 

Regional 
Director of 
MENARO 

in Amman (1$.>/-1989). • 

Mr. Rahman began his career with UNICEF in Jakarta in 
November 1976, and since then has assumed a number of sen¬ 
ior advisory posts in th e orga nization. 

Prior to joining UNICEF, he held a number of senior posi¬ 
tions with foe government of Pakistan from 1964 to 1974. 

* Mr. Rahman is a national of Pakistan. He studied Law at 
the University of Peshawar, and Development Economics at 
the London School of Economics & Political Sciences. He also 
bolds a Master's-Degree In City Planning from the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology, USA. ■ 
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Will 1996 he as dramatic a show as 1995? 


LOS ANGELES (Star) - 1995 saw more 
than S49 billion in deals and some of the 
biggest executive shifts ever in Holly¬ 
wood. Who would have predicted chat 
Ted Turner would agreed to sell CNN 
to Warner? or that Michael Ovitz would 
leave Creative Artists Agency to take a 
job as second in command at Walt 
Disney? 

Based on conversations with dozens 
of people in the entertainment business, 
here are some predictions for what 1996 
might hold: 

Walt Disney Company will buy the 
CBS television network. 

Seagr am liquor company to absorb 
MCA. which owns Universal Studios in 
Los Angeles. 

NBC television network and Micro¬ 
soft are launching a 24 hours news net¬ 


work. That could spell trouble for CNN, 
which has enjoyed a virtual lock on 24 
hour news for tbe past 10 years. 


Expect MCA or Disney to make a' 
deal to buy EMI Music, which releases 
music by Janet Jackson and the Beatles. 


Top 10 Films of 1995 


L Batman Forever 

2. Apollo 13 

3. Pocahontas 
4* Toy Story 

5. Ace Ventura 

6 . Casper 

7. Die Hard 

& Crimson Tide 

9. Goldeneye 

10. WaterWorfd 


Warner Bros 

Universal 

Disney 

Disney 

Warner Bros 

Universal 

Fox 

Disney 

MGM/UA 

Universal 


$184 millions 
$172 millions 
$142 millions 
$131 millions 
$104 millions 
$100 millions 
$100 millions 
$92 minions 
$89 mflliww 
$188 millions 


TORINO - A PASSION FOR FUN! 

TCRINO-TUBINO Restaurant has establishi^A 
within tbe dty as the place to be seen. Yariwufaii 
informal welcome any time of tbe day, from early lunch 
throu gh dinn er. With its sleek any <" 
TURINO-TURINO Restaurant promises you 
wonder&^atS®nler with the world of entertainment. 
And, before you leave, ask Sej£ag£9&fe! to sing you the 
latest from the Cannes Festival, tx Ragheb Alama^-gr 
Wa’el Kfouri, or your favourite Iraqi song: “RabfSf ^? 1 

At TURINO-TURINO Restaurant, you can savour tile 
familiar of western-cuisine in a friendly and ■ 
ddigisfof'e'nvnonmeot. Their Master Chef puts Twenty 
years of culinary experience in preparing a rich variety of 
dishes. ‘T** ' 
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Whale breafh-holdfng contests 



“No way. I’ll put my magazine 
down when you put yours down." 


_ afterJhe Johnson 

place, well hit former Braun! 
He's goT crops gahrel 



;■ -•* 1 



How locusts are incited to swarm 


a g i; \ d a 


They have coined a new, 
phrase at TORINO 
2 CHEERS .^ 0 
GENERATION 5 . 

“A new Sumptuous 
Sandwich was also lately 
introduced at The Cheers 
Elite Cafe for only JJ> 2.85. 
TVifE&GREAT! 

Phone TORINO at 

816690 ^ 





Films 

■ Inherit Tbe Wind, at The 
American Center today 
Thursday, 11 January at 5 

pm. 

■ Police cinema night at the 
French Cultural 

Center featuring 
two . movies: 

“The Bate" and 
“HelT on Ur®fS 

Monday, January f 
15 

K in Search of Wt 

Pure Colour, at 
Darat al Foium 
'today Thursday, 

11 January at 


5:30 pm. 

Exhibitions 

■ Water colour painting s 
and photographs by a Ger¬ 
man artist group at the 
Goethe Institute from Sanir- 

B day 13 Jan unto 
Sunday 21 Jan 
(except Friday) 9 
am -6 pm. 

■ "The autobiog¬ 
raphy of an eye”, 
photography ex¬ 
hibition at Darat 
JHSI al Fnmu by tbe 
poet . Ibrahim 
iNS0H Nasralla until 15 
Jan. 
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contests 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

00—Moomins 
Wish Kid 

£j*0O—Harry And The Hen- 

*dersoDS 

3:25—Bine Heelers 
[i-trfcOO—'Voyagers 
5 : 00 —French Programs 
7:30 —News Hea dlines 
|jJ5—Major Dad 
18:60—The Stamp or Great- 

%-25—The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

. f 9:10—The Glass Virgin 
' > r 10 : 00 —News at Ten 
v' : l(k25—Feature Film: Hearts 
\On Fire , starring: Roy Barkey 
Robyn Lively 

.• 11:50—Behaving Badly 

s SUNDAY 

& -2HW—TheFlintstones 
[:-^fc30—Droopy Master Detec- 

K#i«- 

\ /SdlO—Family Playhouse 
g ?3:I0—Mac And Mutley 
v >£ 30 —PugwaD’s S umme r 
f ^00—Voyagers 
1 : s3k®®—French Programs 
:: 7-JO—News Headlines 
i-^pSrrAre Yon Being Served 
^4t00—-Cinema, Cinema, Cin- 

l|*25—The Bold and the 

^10—^Women of the World 
>135—Heart Beat 
pfcOO—News at Ten 
.-gH&S—Counterstrike 
'f|ld5—The American Chart 
tShow 

:'12d)0—Stay Lucky 

4- '■ MONDAY 

4£2:00—Shelly Duvall’s Bed¬ 
time Stories 
"1^30—Richie Rich 
j/3:00—Ptayabout 
13:15—Bustin Loose 
}3:40—Animals of the Medi¬ 


terranean 
4:00—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—McHale’s Navy 
8:00—Inventions 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—R ussia - The Missing 
Years 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Anna 
11:10—Taurus Rising 
12:00—Ellen 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Captain Planet 
2:30—Jouny Quest . 

2:50—Spirit of Adventure 
3:40— Scientific Eye 
4J0—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—You Bet Your Life 
8:00—The Secrets of the 
Treasure Iriands 
8:25—Hawaii Five-0 
9:10—99-1 (Police Drama) 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25 — Feature Film: Angel, 
starring: Cliff Gorman & Su- 
zan Tyerell 

A 15-year-old moonlights as a 
Hollywood Boulevard hooker 
and is menaced by a psychotic 
killer.. 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—The Flintstones 
2:30—Speed Racer 
3:00—Bill Nye the Science 
Gny 

3:30—Amazing Stories 
4:00—Voyagers 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
7:35—Anything for a Laugh 
8:00—The Nature of Things 
8:25—Hawaii Five-O 
9:10—Girl Friday 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Prism 
10:45—Airwolf 
11:20—The Silk Road 


Goldrush in Alaska, Friday at 3:05 
12:30— Second Thoughts 1:30 


THURSDAY 

1:00—Hurricanes 
1:15—Fireman Sam 
1:45—My Secret Identity 
2:02—NBA 

3:05—The new Leave it to 
Beaver 

3:30—Adventures Of The 
Old West 

4:30—Gillette World Sport 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Carol And Company 
8:00—Magazine 01 
8:15—The Album Show 
9:10— Miami Vice 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Texas Justice 
12:00—Matlock 

FRIDAY 

1:00—The Little Mermaid 


1:30—Beethoven: Cartoon 
1:40—Bosh School 
1:50—Lift Off 
2:15— Super Carrier 
3:05—Goldrush in Alaska 
4:05—Wonder Why 
4 JO—Give Us a Chie 
5HW—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
7:35—Short Story' Cinema 
8:00—Natural Wonders of 
Europe 

8:45—-America’s Funniest 
People 

9:15—Widows 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Second Chances 
11:30—Feature Film: Cha¬ 
rade , starring: Cary Gram & 
Audrey Hepburn 
A man helps a widow and finds 
the fortune stashed by her late 
husband.. 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN 9 AIS 

SAM EDI 

5:00—Dessin anim ft 
Ordy 

5:15—Jeon esse 

Les Badabocks 
5:30—Serie 

Fruits et legumes 
Le fiance de Marilxne 
6:00—S4rie 

C’est mon histoire 
Racket au lycee 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessin artim# 

Ordy 

5:15—Jeon esse 

Les Bada bocks 
5:30—Serie 

Fruits et legumes 
Dejeuner cltez Amor 
5:50—Varietes 

Le concert de 
Jean-Michel Jarre 
& La Defense 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Sports d musque 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessin animl 
Ordy 

5:15—Jeunesse 

Les Badabocks 
5 JO—Serie-Jeunesse 

Les compagnons de 
i'aventure 

Les six compagnons au 
concours hyppique. 
5:50—C’est pas sorrier 
L ‘aviation civile 
6:20—L’ecole des fans 

Les meilleurs moments 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 


To 

Advertise 
in this 
space 
Call us at 
652380 


5:00—Dessin anim£ 

Ordy 

5:15—Jeunesse 

Les Badabocks 
5 JO—Sri-ie-Jeunesse 

Les compagnons de 
I'aventure 
Les six compagnons 
dans la ville rose 
6:00—Magazine medical 
Savoir plus sante 
Les accidents de to 
route 

7:00—Le Journal 

7 : 15 — nshnaTa 

MERCRED! 

5:00—Dessin anim€ 

Sophie et Virginie 
5 JO—S£rie 

Des h£ros ordinaires 
Le frkre irahi 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Sports et musiqiie 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin a aimt 

Sophie et Virginie 
5 JO—Tara tala 

avec Charles Aznavour 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—ArdrimMe 

VENDREDI 

5:00—D essin anW 

Sophie et Virginie 
5:30—Film 

L’inoubliable rivifcre 
Lots d'une operation 
en Asie, Louis Perrier 
est capture par les sol- 
dots de l 'Armee revolu- 
lionnaire vietm 'mh. 11 
est sauve d'une execu¬ 
tion sommaire par 
Ngoc, une jeunefemme 
du village ... 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Alio la Terre? 





mem a 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


‘‘CLUELESS” (Paramount,): Amy Hecker- 

ling, the director who defined 1980s youth with “Fast Times 
at Ridgemont High.” does much the same few their 1990 
counterparts with this entertaining comedy. Alicia Silver- 
stone became a true slur hy playing the seemingly savvy 
young lady who dispenses counsel 10 her female friends on 
what's “in” and not; co-stars include Stacey Dash and 
Breckin Meyer. *** (PG-13: AS, P) 

-BELLE DE JOUR” (Miramax,): Long out of 

circulation until its theatrical re-release earlier this year, 
director Luis Bunuel’s controversial J967 classic—present¬ 
ed in its original French language, with English subtitles — 
stars Catherine Deneuve as a housewife leading a double life. 
Though her husband is dedicated to her, she seeks satisfac¬ 
tion by prostituting herself, unbeknownst to him. *** (R: 
AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: “SPECIES” (MGM/UAJ: 

Director Roger Donaldson’s thriller casts model Natasha 
Henstridge as the result of a scientific experiment who spells 
doom for those who cross her path, especially when she 
morphs into a monster (designed by " Alien’s ” H.R. Giger). 
Ben Kingsley, Michael Madsen, Forest Whitaker, Allied 
Molina and Marg Helgenberger play the team trying to slop 
her lethal rampage. *** (R: AS, N, P, GV) 

“THE SECRET OF ROAN 1N1SH” (Columbia/TriStar,): 

Subtided “Island of the Seals," director John 
Sayles’ atmospheric, decidedly mystical fable — which he 
adapted from the novel “Secret of the Ron Mor Skerry" by 
Rosalie K. Fry — focuses on a youngster who searches for 
her missing brother and, in the process, gives life to an 
ancient Irish legend. The cast includes Nick Lally and Jeni 
Courtney. *** (PG: P) 

“FROM THE MIXED-UP FILES OF MRS. BASIL E 
FRANKWEILER '' (Hallmark,); Veteran actress Lau¬ 

ren Bacall made a rare television appearance in this raade- 
for-ABC adaptation of E.L. Konigsburg’s popular, 
award-winning children’s book. Two youngsters (played by 
Jean Marie Barnwell and Jesse Lee) run away and secretly 
set up residence in an art museum, of which Bacall’s charac¬ 
ter is a patron. *** (PG: P) 

COMING SOON: “Dr. JeykII and Mr. Hyde " 
(HBQ/Savoy, Dec. 26): Tim Daly (“Wings”) and Sean 
Young play the before-and-after incarnations of the same 
character in this spoof! (PG-13) 

“Mortal Kombat " (New Line. Dec. 26): Thef video games 
comes to life in this special-effect-packed adventure, featur¬ 
ing Christopher Lambert as the heroes’ mentor. (PG-13) 

“ Showgirls ” (MGM/UA, Dec. 26): Director Paul Verho- 
even and writer Joe Ezstheras’ controversial drama focusing 
on an aspiring Las Vests dancer (Elizabeth Berkley). (NC- 
17) 

FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tion; N-nudiry; P, profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 

© W5. Tribune Mttfia Sendees 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 




C rossword Puzzk 


sSoFTSSnSTaSnS 

bubo nnmnn nnna 

nnmn Gamma nnon 
aflnannnn nHnrnmn 

__ anno otnnn 

ounsEin nnanuann 
□anno manna nnn 
onna nomaa nn nn 
ann nnruin rmnnn 
DOffiimnna nnnmnn 

„_nano onan_ 

annnna nnnsBBnan 

gnnn nnnnrn naa n 
Mice cmrann ncnrn 
gnan Gamma nans 


FEEUN’ 
— FIT !— 


Cleopatra is rumored to 
have used aged wine, which 
contains an alpha hydroxy 
acid, to improve her skin s 
appearance. If your outside 
isn’t feeling as good as your 
inside, consult a dermaiologisi 
who may be able to recom¬ 
mend and/or prescribe the 
appropriate alpha hydroxy 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: An old-fashioned 
celebration will be in style. Gather 
with best friends. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Make 
your last-minute purchases. You’ll 
be even more decisive than usuaL An 
older person deserves your anenfion, 
and your respecL 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Get 
rid of something you don’t need any¬ 
more. For example, dump a friend 
you can’t trust. 

Gemini (May 21-Juoe 21). 
Concentrate and get a big job done. 
An attractive partner may demand 
your attention. A conversation with 
another scholar could lead to love. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A pas¬ 
sionate nature may lurk under an 
older person’s dignified facade. 
Share your burdens with a friend. 

Leo (July 23-Ang. 22). Let a 
friend call the shots to save yourself 
some trouble. Don’t totally ignore 
your obligations, or they’ll smack 
you right in the face. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
house may be foil of revelers. You 
won’t get anything serious done, so 
give up! 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You 
may find a way to bring more money 
into your account You’ll have lots of 
things to spend it on, soon! 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
even more decisive than usual, so 
wrap up a big project. A gamble 
might pay off for you Get an older 
person to teach you a valuable skill. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Finish up little odds and ends. You’ll 
be absolutely brilliant. You could 
come into some money. Don’t spend 
it ail in erne place! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your 
friends can help you get what you 
want. Nobody else can do it for you, 
though. Those are tasks you’ll have 
to complete by yourself. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Don’t 
argue with a stubborn older person. 
It’s not worth the effort You have 
obligations to fulfill. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re 
lucky, especially if you’re traveling 
with a passionate companion. An 
older person may want you to do 
something, but you’re not sure whaL 
The confusion isn't all your fault! 

If You’re Having a Birthday This 
Week: This year the assignment is to 
complete a project you’ve had hang¬ 
ing around for way too long. You’re 
hot! Make three wishes and yen’ll 
get at least two! 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myers 



ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 



CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 



Unscramble these Tour words, one 
letter 10 each square, to form four 


ordinary words. 

LAQUI 




wmm 




PONCA 







\ EATERY 

r 





1 PLAINS 


r 

1 - 

mum 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
font] the surprise answer, ns 
suggested by the ubtrve cartoon. 


ftttiksm&ju(srah« 


•JLV3d~ jiiif otuj psuuufiupji Bilnj ‘jamsoy 
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SlApSjIX =— 

I like work, it fascinates 
me,! can sit and look at 
it for hours. 


C 1995. Tribune Media Ser\«* 


Words of 
Wisdom 


Those who never change 
their opinions are more taken 
with themselves than with the 
truth. 

• • • 

It is better to have a strong 
desire than ro have a strong 
wish. The latter only warn to 
be; the former will. 

• • m 

A few words can wreak 
great harm or do great good, 
depending on the choice. 

• • • 

A rule of thumb is not to be 
devoted entirely to any one 
thing. 

The character of the actor 
is decided by motive. 

• • • 

If you cannot feel pain, you 
! cannot feel joy. 

• • • 

Expectation is the greatest 
of all pleasures. 

C 1995. Tribune Media Servieo 


Bridge 

Choose the Right Strain 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
O J6 
<?A872 
0 A72 
*A754 


WEST 
4 Q 7 4 3 
S?Q6 
010 9 
4KQJ63 


SOUTH 
4 A E 10 9 5 
<?K9 
OQJ643 
48 


EAST 

J10543 
OK85 
4 10 9 2 


West 

North 

East 

Pass 

2NT 

Pass 

Pass 

3* 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


The bidding: 
South 1 

1 * I 

30 I 

4a I 


Opening lead: King of 4 

when both partners have balanced hands, no trump is a 
logical contract to play. If one hand is highly distribution¬ 
al, a suit contract is often a better spot even if an eight-card 
major-suit fit does not exist. 

Note North's preference to three spades with a doubleton. 
Having already shown a balanced hand, which probably 
lacked three-card support for South’s major, there was no 
reason to rebid no trump, especially since aces are normal¬ 
ly of more use in a suit contract. So North made the wait¬ 
ing bid of three spades, to see whai would ensue. South’s 
raise to game ended the auction. After a club lead, possible 
from East’s holding, three no trump might well fail, but four 
spades required no mere than normal breaks in spades and 
diamonds. 

West led the king of clubs, taken in dummy with the ace, 
and the jack of spades was played in an effort to tempt East 
to cover. When East followed low, however, declarer 
spumed the finesse in favor of cashing the ace and king, in 
an effort to drop her majesty. When the queen did not 
appear, declarer abandoned trumps in favor of setting up the 
diamond suit. 

A diamond to the ace and a diamond back fetched die 
king from East, and declarer was in control. The diamond 
suit was established and, even if East gave West a ruff, the 
best the defenders could do was to take two dumps and a 
diamond. East tried valiantly by forcing declarer to ruff a 
club. Another trump lead now by South would have been 
fatal, but South simply started running red-suit winners, 
allowing West to score both trumps at leisure, but no more. 


WORD WISE 


Q: Is there a word for ani¬ 
mal rights activists, the peo¬ 
ple who protest animal 
experiments and using ani¬ 
mals for for coats? 

A: Biqphillism. meaning 
bio for life and phil for love, 
is the belief that animals 


have rights human beings 
should respect So activists 
are biophillists. But as my 
source “More Weird Words,” 
points out the related word 
biophilous ironically means 
parasitic. 

O 1995. Tribune Media Services 
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Les Israeliens favorables au retreat du Golan 

• Selon un sondnge rialisi par le Centre de recherche sur la pair de Tel Aviv, de plus 
en plus d'Isradliens sont favorables au retreat complet du plateau du Golan (noire 
photo) en Sclumge de la signature d'un traiti de paix avec la Syne. 

Alors qu ’au mois d’aout settlement 33,8% des personnes interrogies sepronongaient ' 
pour cette paix ndgodge, 46,6% y sont favorable* avjourd’kuL A l’inverse , 43,4% 
soubadent encore qu’IsraSl conserve ses positions strat£giques sur le Golan, soit une . 
bouse de plus de 10% par rapport au mbis d'aottt. 

La politique mende dans ce domaine parte nouveau Premier ministre Shimon Fires . 
semble satisfaire I’opinioh pubBque isradSenne ptdsque 53% des personnes interrogies 
estunent qae le chef du gouvemement doit continuer dans cette vote, 62% peasant que 
cette politique estendroite Ugneaveccellede son pr&Ucesseur Itzhak Rabin. 

Publii avant la venue du sec r eta ir e d’Etat amiricamJVarren Christopher qui dirige 
une nouvelle mission de paix entre IsraZL et la Syria, ce sondnge devrait encourager les 
deux parties a essayer de conclurv an plus vite les nigodations qui ont repris le mois 
dernier aprijjS six rtiois d 'inlet t uptioru 



SELON 



Si pour certains coquios, 
le baiser iesie le moyen le 
plus efficace pour faire 
taire une femme, pour 
d'autres, il s'agit d'un con¬ 
tact beau coup plus c&£- 
brai que corporal. 

A l'origine. e'est de 
I'animaL qui par tendresse 
tech ait la femeUe, que 
Hrorame a appris puis de¬ 
velop^ le baiser. distin- 
guant plusieurs sortes et 
lui donnant plusieurs si¬ 
gnifications. Napoleon, 
loin d'etre un expert dans 
ce domaine, gcrivit it Jose¬ 
phine le leodemain de leur 
premiere rencontre: "Sept 
heures. Je me rSveille 
plein de toL Ton portrait 
et le souvenir de Teni- 
vrante soiree d'hier n’ont 
point laissd de repos d 
mes sens (...) Repois un 
miilier de baisers nuns ne 
m'en donne pas , car its me 
brtUertt mon sang.* 

Les historiens disent 
qu'Adam et Eve se se¬ 
ntient 6chang& des bai¬ 
sers sur la bouche mais il 
serablerait que les Assy- 
riens soient les premiers fc 
1'avoir experimentfi. Les 
pharaons et les juifs n’6- 
taieni pas des «embra$- 
seurs». Les Grecs airmens 
ont adopts cette nouvelle 
technique, tout en intexdi 
sant le baiser sur la bou¬ 
che. Gelid qui dtait pris 6- 
tait condamrte fc mort- Les 
Perses 6taient beaucoup 
plus souples: ils se conten- 
taient de lapider Uhomme 
et d'enfermer la femme 
dans une cage. Mais le 
baiser. tel qu'on le connait 
aujourd’hui, serait une in¬ 
vention frangaise. Quel 
hasard! Les Remains font 
raprdement adopt6, mais 
en rialite. ils s'en servaient 
au d£but pour s'assurer 
que leur femme n'avaient 
pas bu d'alcooL Au Mo- 
yen-Age, les Anglais ont 
ddveloppf 1'usage du 
«baiser frangais» qui a 
failli remplacer la poignfce 
dc main. Les soldats victo- 
rieux ftaient accueillis 
dans les rues par les bais¬ 
ers des jeunes filles. 

Peu & peu, cet excfcs de 
romantisme fc Vanglaise a 
fcte freind. Dfcs lors. on se 
li mi tail en public & un 
baiser sur la main (il faut 
bien que Ton commence 
quelque part, comme dis- 
ait le vilain Sacha Guitry). 

Le XlXfcme sifccle a vu 
I'importance du baiser sur 
la bouche diminuer. Rai¬ 
son? La peste et le succfcs 
de nombreuses associa¬ 
tions luttant contra ce 
*p£che» qui trammel les 
microbes (40 000 micro¬ 
bes echangds lors de che¬ 
que baiser d'apr&s les. spe¬ 
cialisms). Aragon n'est pas 
d'accord avec cette «pro- 
pagande® et defend les 
amoureux en affirmant 
que le baiser ne transmet 
pas les germes mais affai- 
blit simplement la resis¬ 
tance de Ihorame! 

Jusqu'fc nos jours, de 
nombreuses tribus dans le 
monde refusent d'intro- 
duire Je baiser dans leurs 
mceurs. Certains pays 
comme la Chine ou ie Ja- 
pon le pratiquenc peu. Le 
baiser raoderne est devenu 
un veritable art. grice aux 
travaux frangais et au cine¬ 
ma qui en a fait une tech¬ 
nique bien 01ustr£e 5 la 
port6e de tous. 

Au fil des annees. Ie 
baiser a perdu son charrac 
et sa magic, en devenant 
pour certains un geste 
machinal et involontaire. 
Ceci n'empficbe pas que la 
femme se souvient tou- 
jours dc son premier bais¬ 
er. Ie premier aceompte 
ifune vie sentimentale 
bien remplie, et certaine- 
menr un moyen beaucoup 
plus persuasif que les 
longs discours Jf 

Soohafl Abtreiss 


Deces 


Mitterrand passe. I’ame a gauche 

Frangois Mitterrand est mort lundi a Vage de 79 ans, huit mois apres avoir quitte le pouvoir. 
De ses debuts controverses a son arrivee a I’Elysee, le recit de cinquante ans de combat politique 

d ’un homme hai ou dime mais qui n ’a jamais su laisser indifferent. 


Ne en 1916 dans une famille 
□ationaliste et provinciate. 
Frangois Mitterrand est un jeu- 
ne homme classique. Chez les 
Mitterrand, il y a d'abord Dieu. 
Un catholicisme ardent et chari¬ 
table. qui va peupler d'eglises, 
de pritres et de lectures les 
vingt ans efune enfance qu'il a 
beaucoup aim6e. Ensuite, I'or- 
dre social. Les Mitterrand sont 
des petit-bourgeois, avec du 
bien. 1'amour du metier et du 
travail bien fail En 1925, il est 
interne fc AngoulSme, chez les 
religieux du college Saint-Paul. 

D'Angouleme fc Paris, il pas¬ 
se sans encombre d'un uni vers 
poistble & un autre uni vers pai- 
sible. 11 slnstalle dans un foyer 
de pfcres maristes. 

Blessd sans gravite lors de la 


Seconde guerre mondiale. pri- 
sonnier. il rentre en France en 
decembre 1941. On ne saura ja¬ 
mais comment il quioa son sta- 
lag pour la villa irop&rienne 
d'une riche famille juive pour- 
vue de solides relations ^ 
Vichy. II se lie avec de jeunes 
hauls fonctionnaires du regime 
de Vichy qui colJaborem avec 
l'occupant allemand. 

En 1943. a la mi-novembre, 
il part pour Londres, et, k son 
retour, bascule, avec les Fran- 
gais dans le mepris du r^ime 
collaborationniste et I'attente de 
' la Liberation. 

En 1945, rejetfi par les gaul- 
listes, il devient joumaliste 
avant d’etre 61u depute en 1946. 
Sa carri^re politique est lanc6e, 
et a trente ans, il obtient son 


C’est dans son village natal de Jamac, dans le sud-ouest, 
que Francois Mitterrand sera inhami aujourd’hul 



premier poste de ministre. Ac¬ 
cusant le g£n£ral de Gaulle 
d’avoir pour vcompagnon • non 
plus «l'honneur et la panic* 
mais vie coup de force et la si - 
dition», il vote «non> au n£f6- 
rendum de 1958 qui donne 
naissance h. la cinquitme R6pu- 
blique. 

Sept ans plus tard, il dfidde 
d’fitre candidar centre De 
Gaulle & Selection presiden- 
tielle. Et bien qu’il perde 
scrutin, il a tout gagn& le goilt 
de la candidature, l'idle du ras- 
semblement, la logique des al¬ 
liances et le style du tribun. 

Absent de I'flection prfai- 
dentielle de 1969. il fonde en 
juin 1971 Ie parti sodahste et 
en devient le premier secre¬ 
taire. 11 le restera dix ans. En 
mai 1981. il accede enfin a 
retype. 

Avec lui commence une 
nouvelle &re politique. Celle du 
changement annoned, de la 
France socialists En ce temps- 
liu Frangois Mitterrand aspintit 
& oeuvrer pour le sociafisme 
hauteur de THisioire ». Il reste¬ 
ra I'incarnation de cette ambi¬ 
tion qui mit beaucoup d'alld- 
gresse au cceur des Frangais. 
L'Etat de grice dura presqu'un 
an. La reprise dconomique pre- 
vue par les experts oeddentaux 
n'est pas au rendez-vous. L’in- 
flation augiriente, le franc se 
dfcvahseet la perspective du re¬ 
tail du chdmage commence k 
s’estomper. 

Victoire personnelle 

Une nouvelle espece de ci- 
toyens fait p^ler (Telle: les 
«ddgus du sodalisme*. Fran¬ 
gois Mitterrand butte alors sur 
ce qui restera son principal 
dcbec et celui de sa generation: 



Avec deux septennats, Frangois Mitterrand aveit battu le 
record de duree a VEbpsee deptds Vflection de lotas Na~. 
poleon Bonaparte en 1848. 


J’humanisme qui le portait k 
placer le respKt de la defense 
des droits de l’bomme au cceur 
de sa politique intdieure et ex- 
terieure, cette philosophic qui 
le faisait idagir en homme de 
culture aux discours des doono- 
- mistes, rencontrait ddj k des 
mors d'indjffdrence. * ■ 

Obligd de cobabiter avec 
l'oppositiori en 1986. il nomma 
Jacques Chirac au poste de Pre¬ 
mier ministre. U ne faliut pas 
loqgtemps pour que le people 
de gauche, anestbdsid par qua- 
tre anodes de rigueur dcono- 
mique, se rdveille. 

A I'aube de se repnSseoter en 


,*r 
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est Tait; Mjtferrahd ; foods. Je-'VjP&ti 
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■tpo p^ate , Frangma;- Mitterrand — .n^ucosjou .-xon 

* • -?Sf micr - d ; VA aux-com 

J94I. et rejomr fc: gp6ven»menr_ 

..-.'ratioiiniste de Vichy. - avdar d r exercer f _A;<n^>p ri^^~ - ' 

*^ 7 ® Elu depute, Frangois Mitterrand 
demerit,'ministre k treme 

•^^ettiltejos^ 1 ^. ^ -fjsoe - 

W® U gftt&alde Gaulte-revrem au •. 1’Assimibl^ ^1996 

potrisxf et . fonde uM- Muvclte- RepiK. . ^rand hbnme^;c^^ 



1988 k. la prdsidence de la Rd- 
pubHque, Frangois Mitterrand 
avail plusieurs raisons de se re- 
tirer de la vie politique: la pru¬ 
dence d'dviter fe camouflet 
d’une ddfaite tou: d'abord, et 
son age, bien sflr. 

Sa rddlection de 1^88 est une 
viooirq personnelle. Dneporte 
plus un preget coUeqiL.fiLalcaL, 
plus le chef de son propre parti. 
Lors de son Deuxifcme septen- 
nat, il est plus eodin k gouver- 
ner en parlant qu'en pesara sur 
les choses. souriart de l'incons- 
tance de. 1'opinioa Et quand il 
comprend que la revelation tar¬ 
dive 'de sa jeunesse pendant la 
deuxifeme guerre mondiale ris¬ 
que d’an6antir 1'image pieuse 
qull avait offerte k cette France 
qu'il avait cant aim6e, 0 prfita sa 
propre main k la d&nythifica- 
tion. Pour TuJ time plaisir, sans 
dome, de quitter la sefene sur us 
din cfceil d'artiste en quSte 
(fultimes applaudissemews M 


Un artisan du dialogue 
israelo-palestinien 


All COUrS de son dou¬ 
ble septennat, Frangois Mit- 
terrand deviendra au fil des 
ans un avocat de la cause pa- 
lestmienne et Tun des princi- 
paux artisans du dialogue qui 
se nouera entre Israeliens et 
Palestiniens. 

Franchement pro-isra6Iien 
au d£but de son septennat, 
Frangois Mitterrand change 
d'attitude avec la destruction 
par Taviation isradlienne du 
centre nucleaire irakien de 
Tammouz, que la France a- 
vait construit en portie. et 
rintervention mtiicsore des Is- 
radiens au Li ban au mois de 
juin 1982. 

Premier chef d’Etat euro- 
p£en k se rendre'eri Israel, 
frangois Mitterrand defend 
devant la Knesset dfes 1982 le 
principe d’un Etat palesthuen 
et le droit dlsraSl k exister 
dans des frootiferes sflxes. et 
reconnues. "Le dialogue sup¬ 
pose que cheque partie 
puisse oiler jusqu'au bout de 
sen droit, ce qui, pour les Pa¬ 
lestiniens comme-pour les ent¬ 


ires. pent, le moment verm, 
signifier un Etat.* 11 faudra 
attendre dix ans et le retour 
au pouvoir des travaillistes 
israfliens pOur que le dia¬ 
logue direct que souhaitait 
Tancien president de la R6- 
publique s'engage et ddbou- 
che sur la d&laraiion de 
principe de Wellington en 
septembre 1993. 

Poussant. progressivement 
Yasser Arafat k adopter une 
attitude phis mod&de, il est 
le premier chef cfEiai occi¬ 
dental. membre permanent 
du Conseil de s£curit£ de 
1GNU, k recevoir rami d£- 
rangeant. le chef de TOLP, le 
2 mai 1989. 

A1'occasion de cette visite 
parisienne, Yasser Arafat 
consacrera Tadh£sion du 
Conseil national pakslinien 
k toutes les idsoiutions de 
' lt)NU, y oompris celles qui 
garantissent l'existence d'ls- 
raSl, et s'engage h reviser la 
charte de l*OLJ* qui prfvoit 
le d6man&tement de TEtat 
juif. ■ 





Soci£t€ 

Une entreprise au service 
de 1'emploi 

A Amman, les demandeurs d'emploi peuvent desormais 
s’adresserd Job finder poitr trouverdu travail. 


C'est k Assouan que Frangois Mitterrand a term k passer 
son denrier .NafiL En dfipit des recommandations de ses mdde- 
cins qui lui avaient demandd de tester en France pour se re¬ 
poser, Tancien president 6tail parti rejoindre ses proebes en 
Haute-Egypte. Il avail rejoint la France le 29 ddeembre pour 
passer Ie Nou'vel An dans le sud de la France. 

Il r6sidait dais un vidl bfitel surplombant le Nil et n'avait 
presque pas quittd sa chambre durant sa semaine de sdjour, 
sauf pour une promenade en bateau sur le fleuve figyptien. 

Amoureux de TEgypte Antique, il avait ddclard en fdvrier 
1995 lors de son avant-dernier voyage: eJe viens souvent en 
Egypte car j'aime I'Egypte et les Egyptiens. C’est certaine- 
ment rim des plus beaux pays du monde. Fy regois TaccueU 
le plus amical que Ton puisse imaginer .» Il avait alors ajoutd: 
«c'est ceruunement un de mes demiers voyages.* ■ 


Entretien exclusif 

«La France est un plus grand 
pays musulman que la Jordanie» 

Dans le cadre d'une tournee au Proche-Orient, Philippe Seguin, president de 
VAssemblee nationale frangaise, a fait etape d Amman samedi. 


Philippe Seguin est pre¬ 
sident de VAssembUe natio¬ 
nale frangaise. Gaulliste et 
proche du president Chirac, il 
effectual la semaine demure 
une toumie dans la rigion. 
Point d'argue de son circuit, 
Philippe Sdguin, fgalement 
moire d’Epinal (est de la 
France), Ant dimanche dor¬ 
mer b Jiricho avec d'autres 
med-res frangois pour une c£- 
rimonie de jumelage de vUles 
palestmiennes etfntngmses. 

Quelle est 1'objet de voire 
pr&encc en Jordanie? 

S'agissant de mon voyage k 
Amman, il y a d'abord des rai¬ 
sons bilaidrales. II y a le souhait 
de la France, et tout particu- 
li&rement depuis I'dlection du 
president Jacques Chirac, de 
renfoicer ses liens avec les pays 
du monde arabe en g£n€rai et 
ceux du Proche-Orient en parti- 
culier. Et k cet £gard. compte- 
teno du pass6. compte-tenu des 
relations que nous avons tou- 
jours eues avec elle, la relation 
avec la Jordanie est une relation 
particulietement importance h 
□os yeux. D'autre part, le par le¬ 
nient jordanien est une bonne 
illustration de [’experience dfi- 
mocratique v&ue par la Jorda¬ 
nie. Cest un pariement actif. un 
parlement particuiierement int£- 
ressant et nous sommes tr&s 



Philippe Seguin est venu rfaffzrmer 


celui de la paix ne 
sont pas des problfc- 
meS i so 16s. La paix 
sera (Tautarn plus sus¬ 
ceptible de durer, de 
s'mstailer que. paral- 
lblement, des relations 
commerciales, 6cono- 
miques, humaines, cul- 
turdles s'dtabliront en¬ 
tre tous les peu pies de 
la rSgion. Or ces rela¬ 
tions. cette organisa¬ 
tion 6conomique de la 
region, sera, me sem- 
ble-t-il, d'autant plus 
aisfie que la region 


le message de la France. 

desireux. nous, parlement fran¬ 
gais, d'a voir une cooperation 
suivie avec hi. 

Et quant an processus de 
paix? 

Il y a une deuxifcme cat£gorie 
de raisons qui tient dvidemment 
k revolution de la situation ge¬ 
nerate dans la region qui parait 
trfcs prometieuse pour Tavenir. 
en particulier dans Ie domaine 
de la paix, cela va sans dire, 
mais fcgalemem sur le plan 
dconomique et commercial 
Cette zone a rfimmenscs poten¬ 
tiality. Je pariais de la paix: le 
problfcme du dfveloppement et 
des echangcs fcconomiques et 


s'ouvrira vers i'extfc-rieur et en 
particulier, il me semble que 
c'est son dfcbouchd natureL, vers 
{'Europe. 

Dans qud cadre? 

LUnion europ£enne, au 
cours des trois ou quatre der- 
nifcies prfcsidences. a fait le 
choix politique de i'accen- 
tuation de sa politique m&fiter- 
ranfienne. Nous partons du 
principe qu'il est temps de 
s’organiser, fcconomiquement 
d’abord, peut-Sue politique- 
merit un jour, autour de la M6- 
diterranfcc. entre peoples du 
nord, peoples du sud dans 
Tintertt mutuel bien compris. 

Alors il n’est pas anormal 
que la France, compts-teau de 
sa. fbgade mfcditerranfienne, de 


sa tradition arabe, de sa propre 
situation int&ieure, sort prfi- 
sente. Songez aprfcs tout qu'il y 
a plus de musulmans en France 
qu'il n'y en a en Jordanie! Cela 
peut paraitre paradoxal mais 
c'est ainsi, la France est un plus 
grand pays musulman que ne 
Test la Jordanie elle-mSme! 
Done il est normal que la 
France joue dans ce domaine 
un r6Ie moieuret c'est la raison 
pour laquelie, pour le compte 
de I'Union europ£enne. elle 
pread ces initiatives. 

L’Qection de Jacques Chi¬ 
rac a soolevfi on espotr gaul- - 
liste dans la region. Quelle 
sera la sp6dficit£ gaulliste dq 
nouveau message de la 
France dans la rfcgkra, si tant 
est qu'il solt nouveau? 

Le message de la France est 
qu'elie croit fc Vaautid euro- 
arabe et en particulier franco- 
arabe. Elle croit que Ilslam est 
une grande religion, porteose 
de toldrance, totalement com¬ 
patible et me me aimonciatrice 
de pro gr fes fcconomitjue, scienti- 
fique, social, cultural. Et la 
France, avec cette sensibility, 
pense qu'elie a un rile k jouer 
et que ie rapprochement est 
tout fc fait possible et nfcces- 
sairefl 

Propos recueOlis par 
Benoit FlocTi 


A Djebel Amman, une 
grande maisos de deux dtages 
abrite Job finder, un bureau 
dont Ie but est de mettne en re¬ 
lation les demandeurs d'emploi 
avec les eatreprises. D se 
charge aussi de rassembler des 
informations sur les 'ressources 
humaines en Jordanie. 

A sa criation en juin 1995, 
Job finder toumait avec seule- 
ment deux eu^iloyds instaites 
dans une petite pifcce. Au- 
jourcThui, c'est un grand bureau 
qui emploie une vingtaine de 
personnes s’occupant de gestion 
en ressources humaines. 

Grice aux curicxihrm vitae 
des demandeurs d’emploi. Job 
finder s’est constibri une base 
dc doan6es lui pennettant de r€- 
pondre. dans des dfclais brefs 
aux demandes des entreprises fc 
la recherche d*employes aux 
profils bien pr&as. 

vChacun d'entre nous con¬ 
nect les chtffres du chdmage en 
Jordanie, exp li que le dinxteur 
de Job finder, Mohamad Bara- 
kaL II y a 25% de chSmeurs, 
dont un grand nombre de di- 
plSmis. Nous avons crii ce bu¬ 
reau pour ambaetre le chd¬ 
mage et aider les gens d trou- 
ver leur place dans la sociiti.* 

Parmi les 300 ou 400 deman¬ 
des qui am vent chaque mois, - 
on trouve aussi bien des ing6- 
meurs que des chauffeurs de 
taxi. "On arrive it placer create 
personnes par mois» explique 
le directeur de Job finder qui 
uaite aetpeifegienl avec 300 en¬ 
treprises en Jordanie et fc 
TGranger. 

Comme pris de 2500 per¬ 
sonnes qui ont dfcffc envoyd loir 
CV, Mariam Aldks s’est adres- 
see fc Job finder pour trouver un 
emploi. nJ'ai posima candida¬ 
ture apres la fax Je mes Studes. 

Le lendemcdn, ils_ m'on! trauvi 


un bon travail qui correspond 
h ma spiciaLti. Je suis tris 
contente car si j'avais cherche 
toute settle, je n'aurcds pas 
trouvi sifacUememenL* 

Pour utiliser les services de 
Job finder, les 
entreprises doi- 
vent payer cha¬ 
que ' demande 
40 dinars, et les 
demandeurs 
d’emploi cinq 
dinars pour dd- 
leur CV. 
emplois les 
plus demand£s 
concement le 
secretariat, les 
relations pubti- 
ques, llnformatique et 1'en¬ 
semble des services. 

"Je prefers embaucher par 
VbuermSdiedre dc Job finder. 
Economise du temps, des ef¬ 
forts .et de Vargent, explique 
Mohamad Budair. directeur ad- 
minjstratif et financier de Arab 
medicaL Tai recruti plusieurs 
employes grdee d eux. Je suis 
iris heureux qu'il y ait un tel 
service en Jordanie. C'est un 
signe de noire diveloppematl 
iennomique.» 

La fin du «wasta» 

"Lmssez-nous fctre voire 
wasta* dit un slogan de la soci¬ 
ety. Un de ses objectifs est de 
changer la politique de reemte- - 
menr qui depend souvent du 
ocpiston®. en le remplagant par 
les quafificaticms.ei le mferite 
personnel. 

Os essaient dgalement de 
modifier la mentality des gens 
en ce qui conceme certains em¬ 
plois, comme par exemple le 
secr&ariaL «Une secretaire, ce 
n'est pas forciment une femme 
assise derriere son bureau en 
train de boire des cafis, ex- 


«Nous avons 
cree ce bureau 
pour aider les 
gens & trouver 
leur place dans 
la societe.» 


plique Mohamad BarakaL C'est 
un travail difficile qui demande 
de grandes competences et qui 
doit itre apprecid d sa juste 
vaieur. Ilya mSme depuis peu 
des secretaires hommes.* 

Composante 
de Tentreprise 
jordanienne Bu¬ 
siness Optimi¬ 
zation Consul- - 
fonts qui s'occu- 
pe de la forma¬ 
tion de person¬ 
nel et de conseil 
cremreprise, la 
sod6te Job fin¬ 
der . encourage • 
les jeunes fc ac- ^ 
cepter un pre¬ 
mier emploi, m£me modeste, 
pour quits aient un premier 
contact avec le monde du tra¬ 
vail. 

. Et dans Ie m£me temps, elle 
pousse les employeurs fc leur 
donner un salaire juste. Les nes- 
ponsables de Job finder tien- 
nent d'aillcurs une liste noire 
d'employeurs peu s6rieux qui se 
sont adresses fc eux pour des 
raisons gufcre avouables. "Les 
femmes trouvent plus facile- 
ment du travail que les hom¬ 
mes. Mais ce n'est pas fored- 
menx pour de homes raisons. 
explique Mohamad BarakaL 
Certains employeurs cherchent 
d recruter de jolies femmes 
sans s'intdresser d leurs capaci¬ 
ty*. Simplement pane que ga s 
leur fait une belle vitrine.* ; 

La meilleuie preuve de la 
riossite de Job finder est peut- ^ 
Stre ITustoire de son directeur. • ‘ 
"Je me suis adressi d Job find- ■ 
er il y a quatre mois pour qu'il 
me trouve du travail. Et au- ■ 
jourdTuti, j'en suis le dirtc- ■ 
teur.*M 


Mona Kaddonini 
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Activities 


Government Depts. 


i:er c.hci c:E 


xasion Je cci 
ne. Ya^er 


Royal Cultural Centre_ 

American Centre Library. 

British Council-- 

French Cultural Centre_... 

Goethe Institute_ 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).. 

Turkish Cultural Centre_ 

Haya Arcs Centre- 

Y.W.GA—- 

Y.W.MA_ 

Darat al ffunun-- 

Alia Art Gallery .... 

BaJadna Art Gallery- 

Nabil Al Mash in i TheaTe_ 

Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre_ 


661026/7 
..... 820101 
.. 636147/8 
....637009 

— 641993 
.... 610858 
.... 639777 
.— 665195 
.... 641793 
....664251 
.....643252 

— 639303 
.-.657132 
.... 675571 

625155 


Concord Cinema __ 

Plaza Cinema.. 

Philadelphia Cinema_ 


. 677420 

_ #99238 

...».634144 


jii 


Sports Qubs 

Al Hussein Sports Dry_667181/5 

Orthodox Chib_810491 

Royal Automobile Club_815410 

Royal Shooting Club__736572 

Royal Chess Club_673713 

Royal Racing Gub_09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Gub -__676990 

Amman Mun. Library_636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library..843555 

R.S.C.N... 837931/837937 
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The Prime Ministry__ 

Amman Greater Municipality— 

Agriculture__ 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs .. 

Culture / Jabal Amman_ 

Education & Higher Education.... 

Energy & Mineral Resources_ 

Finance____ 

Foreign Affairs.—___ 

Industry & Trade... 

Information.......... 

Interior Ministry .._ 

Justice_ _ _ 


: 641211 Labour.. 

636111 Municipalities & Environment. 

. 686151 Parliamentary Affairs_ 

. 666141 Planning_____ 

. 636391 Post & Communications__ 

.669181 Public Health .-. 

. 815615 Public Works & Housing .. 

. 636321 Social Development. 

, 644361 Supplies —. 

. 663191 Tourism & Antiquities. 

. 641467 Transport...-.. 

663111 Water & Irrigation -.—.. 

663101 Youth / University... 


.....698186 
—..641393 
..... 641211 

_644466 

..._ 624301 

. 665131 

.-.668481 

.673191 

-.602121 

.642311 

-..641461 
..._ 680100 
. 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.-.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini__- 664148/9 

Belgian - 675683 

Bulgarian —- 818151 

Canadian -- 666124 

Chilean _-_ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech _........ 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen..603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German- 689351 

Greek... 671331/2 

Hungarian..;-.815614 

Icelandic Consulate-698851 

Indian.637262 

Indonesian..828911 

Iraqi.639331 

Italian.-.638185 

Japanese .. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan_ 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan —. 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean ..666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani...686155 

Pakistani.-.622787 

Palestine.. 677517 

People's Rep. of China_ 666139 

PhflJtipines. 645161 

Polish ..637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian.- 667738 

Russian.641158 

Sandi Arabian.. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons_^_861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate -.645312 

South Korean -. 660745/6 

South Africa...-.811194 

Spanish..614166/9 

Sudanese..- 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss..686416/7 

Syrian .-. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian -. 674307/8 

Turkish -.—.. 641251 

UA.E. . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.........823100 

United Stares.1-.820101 

Yemen.:. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA-.-.694351/8 

ICRC_ 1 .688645 

UNDP/WFP'. 668171/7 

UNRWA-.'607398 

UNICEF..629571 

UNESCO.606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot... 641510 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India...- 688301/2 

Air Lanka ...i 682140 

Alitalia.-.....(625203 

Alyemda (Airyemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings ...:.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 i 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .641430 

Cathay Pacific. 628596 

China Airlines —... 636232 

Cyprus Airways.- 667028 

Delta Air Lines.-.643661 

Egypt Air—.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air..653613 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air... 622826 

Japan Airlines _630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa -. 601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA...636104 

Olympic__ 630125/638433 

Phillippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas _ 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian_678321 

Saudia.......:.-.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.. 604499 

Singapore Airlines..676177 

Sudan Airlines.-.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines..641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .-659102 

Yemenia Airways..628175 

Queen Aha Airport-... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info—.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar .-. 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina I.— 316250 

Coral Beach. 1 .313521 

Holiday Inti..312426 

Miramar.-.314340 


Important' Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.- 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

fire Brigade.— 622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank...-775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents_897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdali.-.664164/6 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

AI-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amai Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shraeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.. 60743! 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan..774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


Hotel Suites 


M, Comfort 

JJ. Service 
® Location 


Sweifvieh 



CARDENS ST 



There are certainly so 
ma ny wa ys to enjoy the 

Ejnnnus caesazs 

hum!!! 

Most welcome to phone 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.o.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


I 






^HOSPITALITY 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel :314131/2. 
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Beauty Institute 

a lc> i<:h 

O B'uh skin :r, rnii. ni 
O \fnk, -up 

O l uii'p. cn im:mcurr\ A 



Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisori: 

■ Tel: 695399 


TO GET BETTER 

FUKNTl'URE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 






t je mw m; 
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Ileurs 








Back in stock 

-Celestine Prophecy 

-Memories, Dreams, Reflections 

-Men are from Mars, Women from Venus 

-19th Century Lithographs by David Roberts and Bartlett 

Also 19th century Lithographs 

By David Roberts + Bartlett 


To Advertise tz 
this space, coil 
us at 




THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 



Develop your colour film at our 
shop and gee 

«•“ JUMBO photo size " 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 

Shmeisani- Op?. Grvni- 
lavs Bird;. 

Phone : 604042 
Sv/efieh. Phene S23S91 



Economic Perspectives 

Jordan’s authoritative economic 
newsletter Published every two weeks. 

Available by subscription only. 
For a free copy call Raed at 652-380 


To Advertise in 
this space, call 
us at 

652-380 





7th circle. TeL 820099 


UIS CEIfTRE FOB NICE SEE7ICES 

'Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*Engranng 

*Uphwtstery & Carpet Cleaning 
AJ-Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 




LAR! 


CARRIAGE 


CARRIA 


& 


carriage carriage^ Renta Car 


JANARD Boutique 


lRRIAGE 

EL WasfiAl-TalSt 
Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 



'aruswut AI&ZO 


\SAKAKE2, 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Not aU “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal m 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


we offer:- -=^5 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check ? ^— 

* Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintenance: 7 , 

Oil Change *-■***, 

Wasfi Al-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enougk To Get 
Away From It All 
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Edited by Zeid Nasser 
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You are invited 
to share your 1 
news and views 
with our readers. 
Call us at 

652380 or fax us 
your news at 
648298. 


Hands-on Quick Draw 3D.\ 

The era of 3D 


graphics arrives 


By Khaldonn A1 Aqqad 

Special to The Star 

THERE WAS a lime when 
computer users could only 
dream of the kind of computer 
graphics we have \ oday. 

It was not until the mid 
eighties that small computer 
systems appeared, with reason¬ 
able power to gener¬ 
ate elementary gra pit¬ 
ies. At that ti me. 
computer grapl lies 
meant things like cir¬ 
cles, lines, and bar 
charts. 

The real diver¬ 
gence in visual com¬ 
puting happe ned 
when the need for 3D 
computer graphics 
became a serious 
need. 

Hardware and soft¬ 
ware capabilities :ire 
being pushed to their 
limits in order to gen¬ 
erate what is knot'll as ‘3D 
Photo Realism’. 

This has been a real chal¬ 
lenge to computer developers, 
due to the rather limited com¬ 
puter processing power availa¬ 
ble in popular computing 
platforms. 

Yel„ the application of com¬ 
puter-generated three dimen¬ 
sional graphics in visualiza¬ 
tion, scientific computing, 
en gineering, medicine, educa- 
tion, and game entertainment 
hast given rise to this impor¬ 
tant, and complicated, field. 
Act »rdingly, hardware is start¬ 
ing to follow the increasing 
dem ands of software which is 
aimed at producing these 
grapl lies. 

Th> e generation of 3D pic¬ 
tures involves the application 
of ma (hematics, optical phys¬ 
ics, ai id computer science. 

P.tx hieing such complicated 


graphics stems from the basic 
need to apply geometric formu¬ 
lations that are beyond the pro¬ 
cessing power of computers 
today. 

Though the previous fact is 
obvious to those involved in 
3D graphics, the computer 
industry today has successfully 



generated 3D modeling, and 
rendering software. 

This software is supported 
with tools and facilities to pro¬ 
duce photo realistic 3D pic¬ 
tures. It is provided with instru¬ 
ments to generate lighting, 
shadings, different perspectives 
viewing, and camera locating 
so as to assist in the generation 
of the complicated details 
available in each and eveiy 
real-world modeL 

One tool I have used 
recently is Quick Draw 3D 
from Apple Computer. This 
software is basically a set of 
libraries and interfaces that 
could be used to develop 3D 
graphics. 

Apple development of Quick 
Draw 3D is a clear interpreta¬ 
tion of the push the company is 
working on to widen its estab¬ 
lished base of users. 

Quick Draw 3D will mainly 


help developers to produce 
programs with high quality 3D 
graphics, along with its utili¬ 
ties for end users to draw, ren¬ 
der. and manipulate 3D worlds 
with complicated shading, 
lighting. and viewing 
capabilities. 

"New Era” is the name of 
the application pro¬ 
vided for end users, 
incorporating a very 
simple interface to 
draw and render 3D 
worlds. 

Considering that 
Apple is. providing 
hardware which 
offers accelerated 
performance, Quick¬ 
Draw 3D may truly 
act as a suitable 
environment for 
game production 
too. 

It is very impor¬ 
tant for each com¬ 
puter platform to have stan¬ 
dard tools to generate high 
quality 3D graphics. This will 
attract people of different 
orientations to choose such an 
environment, especially today, 
as 3D graphics have become 
an integral fiart of each and 
every science. ■ 


A new amazing game for Macintosh computer users: 

Marathon 2, a game of 
true challenge 


AN INTERESTING game I 
have been recently playing 
is Marathon2: DurandaJ . a 
shareware game distributed 
along with a dozen of other 
games in the CD sold with 
Mac User Magazine. 

What makes this game so 
special is the extensive 
efforts that have gone into 
its development, design, 
interface, graphics, sound, 
performance, and even the 
smallest details of the game. 

Looking at it in the eye 
of a software developer, I 
can’t help but appreciate 



what a decent development in 
the world of game program¬ 
ming it is. 

Maybe it wasn’t developed 
by highly experienced pro¬ 
grammers and designers. But 
they seem to be true game 
players who have a similar 
taste to most games fans. 

The interface of Marathon2 
is so simple allowing choice 
between a wide set of levels, 
different playing modes, 
sounds and music, and differ¬ 
ent key setups. 

You can adjust the game for 
high graphics modes with 
lower performance penalty and 
you can choose the suitable set 
of keys replay with. 


Marathon2 is basically a 
Doom-like game, with various 
3D moving bodies, fantastically 
textured surfaces and floors, 
natural looking water pools and 
inferno. 

There are also perfectly con¬ 
structed buildings of a starship 
somewhere in the galaxy and 
within the ruins of an ancient 
civilization you must seek the 
remnants of a lost clan and 
uncover their long-buried 
secrets. 

You can feel the attention to 
detail in this game by the spe¬ 
cial effects used like shadings 
on different objects from differ¬ 
ent angles, light effects with 
glow, terrific sound effects of 


the water as well 
as the inferno. 
Ambient 

sounds make you 
feel, as if you 
were there 
drowning inside 
the pool, stepping 
on the floors, 
jumping up the 
steps, or firing 
with your loud 
machine gun on 
true enemies. 

The overall 
performance of 
the game is amaz¬ 
ing. With the big number of 
details carried out in a very 
complex 3 dimensional world, 
natural extensive sound and 


music happening in real time, 
as well as network playing. All 
of that processing and you still 
have a fast-paced game. 

You’ll probably spend long 
hours playing it. It is a unique, 
entertaining game that keeps 
your mind busy, and fully 
aware of everything around in 
your virtual world. I believe for 
a gome like it is worth paying 
$44. You can get it from JBun- 
gie Software. ■ 


K.A. 


News update 


Notebooks take-off in 
Europe 


• According to a study by 
Dataquest, there was a rise in 
the sales of notebook comput¬ 
ers in Europe during the first 
three months of 1995. As a 
matter of fact. 1.17 million sys¬ 
tems were sold on the 
continent 

This is a clear indication to 
the growing direction among 
companies and individuals 10 
purchase notebooks opposed to 
desktops. 

Dataquest expects that there 
should be an annual increase of 
8% every year in the size of the 
notebook market in Europe; 
especially as notebooks 
increase in performance and 


decrease in price. Over the last 
year, the prices of notebooks 
from Compaq, IBM and 
Toshiba fell by about 30%, 
therefore encouraging buyers. 

Usually, trends in the Euro¬ 
pean market find there way into 
the Middle East As of yet, the 
notebook is not so popular in 
the region. It is bcHeved that 
this is due to the relative 'non 
maturity’ of Middle Eastern 
markets which are still in the 
‘desktop stage’. 


CATS at 
824111. 


telephone number 


Intel to set up manufac¬ 
turing facility in Israel 


ACCPAC in Jordan 
from CATS 
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• Computer Applications & 
Technical Services (CATS), 
the Jordanian distributor for 
Computer Associates (CA) 
products is currently offering 
the well-known accounting 
package ACCPAC in Jordan. 

ACCPAC is internationally 
recognized as ode of the mdst 
reliable and flexible compre¬ 
hensive accounting 1 -systems 
which has been tried and tested 
for over 15 years. 

Clients in Jordan have 
expressed interest in the soft¬ 
ware, especially as it incorpo¬ 
rates a variety of modules 
which the user can optionally 
purchase according to the com¬ 
pany's needs. 

For more information on 
ACCPAC. you can contact 


The chip-producing giant, 
Intel, recently decided to set up 
a SI.6 billion microprocessor 
manufacturing facility in Israel. 

According to sources, Intel 
received $600 million worth of 
tax cuts for the Erst 10 years of 
operation. These and other 
measures ore expected to attract 
other investors, such as Moto¬ 
rola who will also be setting up 
a manufacturing plant worth $1 
billion. 


Internet takes off in 
Emirates and Bahrain 


Following just a few months 
of full connectivity. Internet 
services in both the UAE and 
Bahrain are seeing much activ¬ 
ity and recording promising 
numbers of subscribers. Appar¬ 
ently, the local communities 
were well aware of the benefits 
to be gained from the Internet 
beforehand. 

In each country there are dif¬ 
ferent connectivity services at 
different rates; based cither on 
daily connection hours allowed 
or the type of Internet account 
(corporate or single user). ■ 
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Sprint answers some queries: 

‘Some’ facts on Internet 
in Jordan 


THE LAST couple of weeks, we’ve been focusing on the sub¬ 
ject of the Internet in Jordan and the role Sprint is to play in 
introducing the service, which is scheduled to start later this 
month. 

As we had stated, computer users in Jordan are not quite 
sure what to expect and the result is a handful of rumors about 
the kind of Internet access we will get in Jordan. 

Upon speaking to officials at Sprint, a number of these 
queries were cleared up. However, the rates of the service in 
Jordan are yet to be announced. Still. Sprint would like users 
to approach the issue of rates from the angle of productivity 
achieved and savings gained. 

Data communications, in general, save time and money. 
Now the Internet, as a specific means of data communication, 
even saves more time. If you were to send a paper fax mes¬ 
sage, it would most definitely take more time than an e-mail 
message, which is just another manifestation of your fax. So, 
Internet services will save companies and individuals lots of 
faxing costs. There are even other advantages which couldn’t 
possibly be utilized by the traditional fax. 

When you ‘fax’ on the Internet, your message goes on-line 
immediately, there is no need to re-try because the line simply 
won't be busy. The Internet provider, Sprint in this case, will 
do the re-trying for you targeting the destination. Multi-faxing 
and mass transmissions become so much easier, only requir¬ 
ing the press of a button, rather than spending a long time 
sending different faxes to different destinations. 

This throws a totally different light on the argument that 
(he price may be too high. Still, if Internet users all over the 
world can live with certain rates for the service, us users in 
Jordan may as well be content, knowing that we are paying 
similar rates. 

Home users, the people most sensitive to pricing, are 
expected to want to ‘navigate* the Internet. The information 
they get to is worth something, even if it’s just entertainment 
information, which is why they pay access fees. Their deci¬ 
sion to buy the service will depend on their actual willingness 
to pay for information on the Internet. As plain as that sounds, 
and as much as it removes that spark of excitement from the 
concept of 'surfing' the ‘net’ which we would like to perform 
from the comfort of our own homes; it's what browsing the 
Internet anywhere in the world is like. 

The possible payment system would be broken up into two 
parts. Brat, there’s the connection rate, which is a one time 
payment, then there’s the access rate which depends on how 
much you use the service. The access rate will probably be 
linked to the time spent using the service. 

As to enquiries regarding bow many people can actually 
use the service at the same time. Sprint believe that ‘theoreti¬ 
cally, you can have unlimited users.” ' 

Having a bigger bandwidth means better service to the 
increasing number of users, while maintaining the service at 
acceptable speeds for everyone. 

Mr Imad-Ayoub, General Manager of Sprint Jordan, told 
The Star that, "Currently, we are setting up the structure 
which will start out with a 128Kbiis/see, going up to 2MBits/ 
sec soon.” 

As to the reliability of the service and whether or not users 
should worry about cut-offs, due to power problems or any¬ 
thing else, Sprint say that they are applying a very solid sys¬ 
tem that uses uninterrupted power supply system and 
generators." ■ 

“It will be done the Sprint way, maintaining 99.9% availa¬ 
bility of the service at all times," concluded Mr Ayoub. 

In any case. Sprint is quite enthusiastic about the potential 
of Internet services in Jordan and die Sprint officials I talked 
to were pleased that they would be playing a central role in 
introducing the Jordanian community to cyberspace with all 
its benefits. 

For more information on Sprint’s services, you can contact 
Mr Imad Ayoub, general manager of Sprint, or Mr Nasser Al 
Khaldi, sales manager, at telephone 615760. ■ 


Internet becoming valuable 
source in developing world 


B. y Jim Fisher-Thompson 

USIA Staff Writer 


WASH INGTON—THE computer- 

based j k>bal information infrastructure 
(GII) ii coming to the rescue in the 
develop, ing world where shrinking 
resource 5 hayc meant a shortage of 
journals and information for intellectu¬ 
ally hunj py students and professionals. 
Because of the speed with which com¬ 
puters ca n handle millions of pieces of 
informal! on. the advantage for Africans 
of a GII—such as the Internet system— 
is that “i t will give people access to 
informant m that has been lost or just 
never rco rived for years.” says com¬ 
puter expe n Jonathan Metzger. ’ 

As an exa mple. Metzger mentioned a 
visit he rec entiy made to Mukarerc Uni¬ 
versity in Uganda, whose library was 
“on-line" t hooked up to the Internet ). 
The Univer sity librarians "talked about 
how their journal subscriptions had 
been cut o IT for a number of years 
because of Ii tek of resources” to pay for 
them. Now. through Internet. Max arc re 
University's library can access data 
bases and even library holdings 
worldwide. 

Metzger, an ii iiemational computer sys¬ 
tems consult: uit working or the U.S. 
Agency for Ii nemai ional Development 
(USAID), led the development of an 
initiative to ex tend the Internet interna¬ 
tional compult t network to 20 African 
nations. Interne * already links more than 
20 million com puters in homes, offices, 
libraries, and sc bools w orldwide. 

He discussed in ternational access in the 
global infon nation infrastructure 
December 13 »rith audiences in Zim¬ 
babwe. Tanzania . Uganda, Sierra Leone 
and Kenya. The program was arranged 
by the WoridNct, the satellite television 
service of the US Information Agency. 
The computer cxi >ert was joined in ihe 
discussion by Wer.'dy Wfctc. senior pro¬ 
gram officer- and information services 
manager of the National Research 
Council, who is c urrcntly working on 
expanding science: and technology 
information networks in Africa. 

White said the kity to computer net¬ 
working in Africa is. “to provide access 
points—central places where people 
would go naturally to look for informa¬ 
tion whether it is thm'r post office, vil¬ 
lage hardware store, nr the library." 
Metzger added that “you can have 


information kiosks or community infor¬ 
mation centers where people can go.” 
He explained that in Africa and many 
other places in the world “not everyone 
has a computer. But if there ;s an infor¬ 
mation kiosk w here they can go and ask 
a trained Intcmer librarian to answer a 
question about education or a specific 
type of disease, or a new type of seed 
that can increase crop yields, this 
becomes a community resource for peo¬ 
ple to be used under different circum¬ 
stances than m the United Slates where 
computers arc prolific ” 

Now (hat "vast libraries of knowl¬ 
edge" can be stored and shared on com¬ 
puters. Metzger said it was hoped that 


Addressing the African 
concern that the Internet 
would flood the developing 
world with information and 
that “your own information 
is going to be totally lost," 
White said the solution was 
to “put your own 
information ” into the system 


"through the Internet, people in Zim¬ 
babwe i for example) could leapfrog 
ahead and be able to get information 
which they've lost over lime or not 
been able to receive.” 

At the same time, “they can also 
input the research they have been doing 
in Zimbabwe so that people in Zambia 
(for example! as well as people in the 
United Stales could receive that knowl¬ 
edge.” he added. 

Addressing the African concern that 
the Internet would flood the developing 
world with information and that “ your 
own information is going to be totally 
lost.” White said the solution was to 
"put your own information” into the 
system. 

In such a program, called the "Afri¬ 
can Index-Mcdicus Project." White said 
medical librarians in Zambia. Zim¬ 
babwe. Tanzania and Ghana got 
together in an organization and agreed 
how to collect and input information 
that is produced locally. 


" They've scoured their own librar¬ 
ies. gone out and gotten reports from 
conferences, found out whai their own 
researchers have published and then put 
this information together in a common 
format and made it available on-line" 
for computer users. White explained. 

With no outside funding. " it's been 
based on the individual efforts of librar¬ 
ians at these institutions.” And "this is 
where w-c need to start." While empha¬ 
sized. that is. with “small projects that 
are locally managed and financed, to the 
extern possible.” 

This African effort ss a good model for 
others, she added, and "n is contribut¬ 
ing a great deal to the knowledge base 
of the world.” 

On the question of the cost of joining 
the global computer network. Metzger 
said “it is true that it requires a lot of 
capital investment for people in the 
developing world if they want to 
achieve the same level of Internet ser¬ 
vices as in the United Stales, mainly in 
Ihe area of upgrading Telephone lines.” 
But African nations arc making 
progress toward joining the GII and as 
examples Metzger mentioned. 

■ Zambia, “where over a period of 
years they were able to provide access 
to enough people so that they had criti¬ 
cal mass and could upgrade their com¬ 
puter services to become a full Internet 
service provider”; and 

■ Ghana and Mali, who without a lot 
of clients as in Zambia, “were able to 
borrow money to get loans for the dedi¬ 
cated (phone) lines and (computer! 
hardware and began offering full Inter¬ 
net services which the community 
jumped to (join) because they wanted 
the advance features of the full Internet 


service. 

Commenting on the future. Metzger 
holed that although there were 37 sub- 
Saharan nations that had computer mes¬ 
saging capability called e-mail, when 
full Internet capability comes to the 
continent, “we have to make sure that 
African-produced information gets 
out" 

There is a mimmnm amount of 
resources for research in Africa, he 
said, "so. you wouldn't want Zambia to 
replicate a study that Zimbabwe has 
already done jusi because they haven't 
heard that that study is available just 
across ihe border.” ■ 


By Tom Incantalupo 

LA Times-Washtngton Past 
News Service 


FROM THEIR beginnings in 
the early ‘80s. the Chevrolet 
Cavalier and its cousins at 
other GM divisions have 
served two purposes: low-cost 
family transportation and. in 
two-door versions, spony- 
looking ears for young people 
that don't cost a zillion dollars 
to buy, insure or maintain. 

Though never a benchmark 
car in either quality or design, 
the Cavalier has served both 
purposes well, judging at least 
by its popularity with Ameri¬ 
can buyers. Sales continued to 
be strong even as the car aged 
and was bypassed by progres¬ 
sively better competitors. 

Except for very attractive 
pricing, made more so with 
factory and denier discounting 
from sticker prices, those 
strong sales would have been a 
mystery. The Cavalier was. to 
put it charitably, long in the 
tooth. It had been around for so 
many years that, to put it 
uncharitably, it was a dinosaur. 

Well, if the new models 
introduced a year ago do just as 
well, it won'! be a mystery. 
Having now sampled three *95s 
and a ‘96 a sedan and. most 
recently, two Z2d coupes and 
the convertible, which went on 
sale last spring—-we can state 
confidently that the Cavalier is 
now a competitive small car. 

And it snii sells for a reason¬ 
able price. The line remains 
essentially unchanged for ■%, 
but the cars are now available 
in volume; early glitches on the 
assembly lines finally have 
been worked out. 

Style-conscious buyers 
might be most pleased by the 
all-new extenors. Smooth and 
modern, if somewhat generic, 
they move the Cavalier aesthet¬ 
ically from the early '80s to the 
'90s and beyond. 

The new bodies ore slightly 
shorter hut ride on a longer 
wheelbase The equally new 
interiors look more expensive 
than ihcv are. 


Those of 
you who have 
owned GM 
cars with the 
2.3-Htcr 
engine cabled 
the "Quad 
Four" might 
be happiest 
about the 
improvements 
made to it for 
'96, including 
an increase in 
displacement 
to 2.4 liters, an 
increase in 
torque of 5 
foot-pounds— 
and, to under¬ 
score the 
changes, the 
trash-canning 
of the name 
"Quad Four." 

The horse¬ 
power remains 

at 150 at 6,000 rpm. but GM 
says the engine has been 
quieted and tire car's sound¬ 
proofing improved. Indeed. 
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Chevy’s Cavalier has become 
a competitive small car 
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while it would be a stretch to 
call die 24’s operation silky, it 
seems quieter and more vibra- 
iion-free than its notoriously 
raucous predecessor. Wc could 
easily live with it. 

Standard in the Cavalier is a 
2.2-Iiter, four-cylinder engine 
rated at 120 horsepower. 
Coupes with that engine and a 
five-speed stick begin at 
$10,995. including freight. 

The larger engine is available 
as an option in sedans and con¬ 
vertibles in the LS trim level. 

Both of our Z24 testers had 
the standard five-speed stick 1 
it’s not the smoothest you'll 
ever find, but it'll do. Four- 
speed automatic is optional, for 
$795. Standard equipment for 
the Z24 1 * base price includes 
uir conditioning, dual outside 
mirrors, fog lamps. 16-ihch alu¬ 
minum wheels, tilt siecrinn 
wheel, a dccklid spoiler and a 
stereo with cassette player. 

You will pay extra for power 
mirrors, windows and locks 
cruise control, variable inter-' 
miUcni wipers and remote key. 


entry, all of which our 
1996 Z24 tester had in a pack¬ 
age for $975. 

The Z24 has a sport suspen¬ 
sion called “Level II.” Our ‘96 
tester's ride was usually com- 
fonahle but sometimes jarring 
on a bad road, particularly one 
with swollen expansion joints. 

The steering, while not offer¬ 
ing variable assist, was, we 
thought, boosted highly enough 
for ease tn parking yet not so 
rughly as to eliminate any feed- 
hack for highway driving. 

The coupe's trunk is deep 
and long, with low lifr-over 

but the steeply raked back win- 

fh°.T “ VCS a sl,ort °l*nmg 
tiiat. for example, was barely 

large erwugh to accept a small 
air conditioner we had to haul 
one day, out of its box. Yet tile 
enough 

to hold two of lhem ft, 

rear seathack in sedans 
coupes folds f 0nvard 
increase cargo room 
more. 







located in a place vulnerable ip . . w .. 

being knocked over by an ^ 
elbow ; The underside of tbe.! ; ^ m^v^bes m ^' V 
bin’s lid provides a shallow cup ■i ! ^ ^ - ;1 ’- 


holder for rear-seaters when 


—.... iui icur-seaicrs wncu - -m 

the lid is opened all the way. '-3 of - 
One unfortunate feature that 




tosnz 


we hope none of you ever has ^3* -no*,/.. . 
occasion to notice is that the ^ n § lentil?.” 


The 

and 

to 

even 


Inside, the plastic appears to 

^n hX q K - y - two 

nnS J l0,dc « from seateiv 
ne forward in the console but 
deep enough to keep onlv <m a ii 



cups from 


keep only small 
••PPing, the other 


do. Gauges include the usual 
specdometer/odometer plus • : JTIJ* to,. ~ 
tachometer and a coolant tem* s . ^ 

peraturc indicator. An upshift 
indicator light is there in five- 
speed versions for drivers just 2^1%' If/ 
learning to manage a slick :Aju Wgf 

shift. b„ t i, htbind-ANiffl !7 U 

enough to be ignored by those .> a . 

who don't need it .. the 

The rear seat is low and 
hard, with limited headroom to 
the coupe-typical of a hatch-' 
back-type car, even though Ih* 
coupe is not a hatchback can 
Uegroom back there, foowevav 
is adequate for any but the tali' 
est of passengers. ■ 
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